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IT  WAS  A  MAGICAL  SEASON 
which  will  forever  reign  in  the 
hearts  of  Michigan  football  fans 
everywhere. 

It  began  with  an  unlikely  Wolver¬ 
ine  team  that  had  lost  four  games  each 
season  for  the  past  four  seasons,  the 
toughest  schedule  in  America,  a  quar¬ 
terback  who  had  walked  on  and  had 
only  enjoyed  mixed  success  as  an 
occasional  starter  during  the  two  pre¬ 
vious  seasons,  a  coach  who  had  been  a 
longtime  assistant  and  had  gotten  the 
job  only  after  the  previous  coach  had 
been  dismissed  due  to  off-the-field 
problems,  and  the  largest  following  of 
college  football  fans  in  America  — 
who  were  growing  impatient  for  a 
national  championship  after  a  49-year 
drought. 

Then,  as  if  it  had  been  scripted  in 
Hollywood,  the  Michigan  Wolverines’ 
journey  to  the  top  of  the  college  foot¬ 
ball  began. 

It  started  with  a  revenge  match 
with  a  No.  7-ranked  Colorado  squad 
who  had  won  in  the  final  seconds  of 
their  previous  meeting  with  a  Hail 
Mary  touchdown  pass  in  Ann  Arbor 
in  1994.  The  Wolverines  triumphed 
like  champions,  27-3. 

The  next  two  weeks  they  routed 
Baylor,  38-3,  and  survived  a  donny- 
brook  with  Notre  Dame,  21-14.  After 
shutting  out  Indiana,  37-0,  the 
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■  Nearly  750,000  fa  ns  turned  out  at  Michigan  Stadium  this  season  to  watch  the  Wolverines  play  football.  Above, 
eye  view  of  the  106,508  who  attended  for  the  third  game  of  the  season.  Below,  a  few  of  the  more  enthusiastic  ticketholders. 
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LLOYD  CARR  HUDDLED  HIS  PLAYERS  TOGETHER  as  they  braced  for  one  of  the 
toughest  college  football  schedules  in  the  country.  Determined  to  end  lapses  of  con- 
centration  that  seemed  like  annual  rites  of  passage,  Carr  told  his  Wolverines  to 
approach  the  coming  campaign  like  a  climber  scaling  a  mountain.  Each  step  would  be 
critical  to  success,  and  each  would  require  intense  focus.  They  would  reach  the  sum¬ 
mit  together,  or  not  all. 

Carr  got  the  idea  after  reading  Jon  Krakauer’s  Into  Thin  Air,  a  riveting  account  of  a  tragic  assault  on 
Mount  Everest  that  ended  with  five  deaths  and  untold  emotional  scars.  The  book  was  a  gift  from  one  of 
Carr’s  daughters,  and  it  provided  the  backdrop  to  his  team’s  magical  climb  to  the  national  champi¬ 
onship. 

To  help  focus  his  message,  Carr  asked  a  member  of  Krakauer’s  expedition  to  talk  to  the  team.  After 
a  90minute,  attention-grabbing  speech  by  Lou  Kasischke,  Carr  gave  each  player  a  climbing  pick 
inscribed  with  the  player’s  name  and  a  class.  Before  leaving  the  room,  each  player  slammed  his  pick  into 
the  ceiling,  a  symbolic  gesture  that  they  would  make  this  climb  together.  The  picks  remained  in  that 
ceiling  throughout  every  practice  and  game. 

Focus  was  the  watchword  for  the  1997  season.  Starting  with  their  victory  over  Colorado,  the 
Wolverines  took  each  opponent  and  each  week  one  step  at  a  time,  moving  methodically  through  a  series 
of  nationally  ranked  teams  while  never  losing  concentration  against  weaker  rivals.  Carr’s  message 
helped  hold  the  team  together  through  a  critical  defensive  stand  against  Notre  Dame,  the  second-half 
rally  against  Iowa  and  strong  wins  against  Michigan  State,  Penn  State  and  the  season  finale  against  the 
Buckeyes. 

Jim  Cnockaert,  who  has  covered  the  Wolverines  for  six  seasons,  believes  Carr’s  message  about 
climbing  the  mountain  molded  the  players  into  a  true  team,  unlike  any  he  has  covered  during  his  six  sea¬ 
sons  as  the  lead  football  writer  for  The  Ann  Arbor  News.  “No  one  on  this  team  cares  who  gets  the  yards  or 
scores  the  touchdowns,  as  long  as  the  end  result  is  a  win,  said  Cnockaert.  Carr  preached  that  message, 
and  the  players  bought  into  it  big  time.” 

This  book  is  a  chronicle  of  Michigan’s  remarkable  season.  Stories  by  Jim  Cnockaert  and  Rich 
Thomaselli  are  laced  with  analysis  and  insight.  Our  sports  staff  understands  that  covering  the 
Wolverines  in  Ann  Arbor  means  that  we  are  writing  for  Michigan’s  most  intent  and  demanding  fans.  As 
you  read  this  book,  you’ll  understand  why  I  am  proud  of  our  stories  and  photos  that  chronicled  the 
achievements  of  this  remarkable  group  of  individuals. 
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BY  JIM  CNOCKAERT 

THE  SPORTING  NEWS  preseason  football 
magazine  —  the  same  magazine,  hidden- 
tally,  that  tabbed  Colorado  as  the  favorite 
to  win  the  national  championship  — ■ 
included  an  article  that  detailed  the 
apparent  demise  of  the  University  of  Michigan  football 
program. 

The  article’s  basic  premise:  That  the  once-proud  block 
‘M’  now  stood  for  mediocrity. 

“We  got  tired  of  reading  stuff  like  that,”  senior  run- 
ning  back  Chris  Howard  said.  “(But)  the  worst  part  was 
that  we  probably  deserved  it.” 

Not  after  this  season. 

Not  after  an  11-win  run  that  gave  U-M  its  first  Big  Pen 
championship  and  Rose  Bowl  berth  in  five  seasons.  Not 
after  a  post-season  in  which  the  Wolverines  hauled  in  just 
about  every  major  national  award,  including  the  Heisman 
Trophy.  And  definitely  not  after  a  12th  win  over 
Washington  State  in  the  Rose  Bowl  gave  the  football  pro¬ 
gram  its  first  national  championship  in  nearly  five 
decades. 

“I’ve  read  where  Michigan  never  wins  national  cham¬ 
pionships  because  that  isn’t  their  goal,”  U-M  coach  Lloyd 
Carr  said  following  the  regular  season.  “In  terms  of  the 
program,  we  always  talk  in  terms  of  being  the  best.  We’ve 
had  some  teams  set  their  goals  that  way  (the  national 
championship),  but  this  team  was  first  of  all  determined 

Charles  Woodson  rejoices  with  fans  after 
Michiga  n  beat  Ohio  State  Nov.  22  in  Ann  Arbor. 
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Andre  Weathers  sprints  into  the  end  zone  after  an  interception  against  Ohio  State  in  Ann  Arbor. 


to  get  away  from  four-loss  seasons. 

“We  understood  what  spoiled  our  season  a  year  ago 
was  losing  a  couple  of  games  that  we  either  had  in  hand 
or  games  that  we  were  not  prepared  to  play.  What  moti¬ 
vated  the  players  in  terms  of  goals  was  an  understanding 
that  they  had  to  be  ready  to  play  each  week.  They  under¬ 
stood  that  focus  and  concentration  on  a  weekly  basis 
would  give  them  consistency  and  a  chance  to  win  more 
games.” 

The  Wolverines  won  more  games,  all  right.  All  of 
them,  in  fact,  for  the  first  time  since  the  1948  season,  the 
last  time  a  U-M  team  brought  the  national  football  cham¬ 
pionship  home  to  Ann  Arbor. 

Not  surprisingly,  considering  that  people  often  learn 
more  from  failure  than  accomplishment,  the  catalyst  for 
U-M’s  marvelous  season  could  be  found,  not  in  victory, 
but  in  defeat. 


The  Wolverines  were  fed  up  after  finishing  the  1996 
season  with  four  losses  for  the  fourth  consecutive  season. 
They  were  fed  up  with  not  playing  up  to  their  potential, 
fed  up  with  late-game  collapses,  fed  up  with  losing  to 
teams  that  had  lesser  talent  but  more  spark  and  determi¬ 
nation. 

One  defeat  troubled  the  Wolverines  more  than  any 
other:  a  9-3  loss  at  Purdue  in  the  ninth  game  of  the  ’96 
season.  A  week  earlier,  the  Wolverines  had  climbed  back 
into  the  Big  Ten  championship  race  with  a  big  win  against 
Michigan  State.  The  championship  dreams  proved  to  be 
short-lived,  however,  all  because  the  Wolverines  were  not 
ready  to  play  at  a  championship  level. 

But,  while  that  defeat  crushed  the  ’96  team,  it  galva¬ 
nized  the  players  who  came  back  to  play  in  ’97.  The 
Purdue  loss  became  one  of  their  rallying  cries.  The 
Wolverines  taped  the  word  “Purdue”  over  the  entrance  to 
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every  team  meeting  room  as  a  reminder  that  nothing 
could  be  taken  for  granted,  that  concentration  and  maxi' 
mum  effort  were  required  every  week. 

Carr  added  another  critical  element  to  the  equation 
this  summer.  Knowing  that  his  team  faced  one  of  the  most 
difficult  schedules  in  the  nation  —  the  NCAA  rated  it  the 
toughest  in  the  nation  —  he  challenged  his  team  to 
approach  the  season  as  a  climber  would  attack  a  moun 
tain,  by  concentrating  on  each  step  and  leaving  nothing  to 
chance. 

Carr  said  he  got  the  idea  after  reading  Jon  Krakauer’s 
Into  Thin  Air,  the  best-selling  story  about  a  tragic  attempt 
to  scale  Mount  Everest.  Carr  asked  a  member  of 
Krakauer’s  group,  Bloomfield  Hills,  Mich.,  resident  Lou 
Kasischke,  to  speak  to  the  team  during  the  summer.  He 
kept  the  Wolverines’  attention  for  more  than  an  hour  and 
a  half  as  he  told  of  his  experiences. 

“I  don’t  know  that  I  see  it  as  any  great  theme,  but  it 
did  serve  as  a  metaphor  for  our  season,”  Carr  said.  “There 
are  a  lot  of  things  that  are  significant  in  terms  of  achieving 
a  great  goal  in  football  and  in  climbing  the  highest  moun¬ 
tain  in  the  world.  The  preparation  and  concentration  that 
was  required  week  to  week  was  very  important  to  our 
success.” 

After  Kasischke’s  speech,  Carr  gave  each  Wolverine  a 
climbing  pick  that  bore  the  player’s  name  and  was  color- 
coded  by  position  and  class.  The  picks  were  then  all  stuck 
in  the  ceiling  of  the  team’s  main  meeting  room  at 
Schembechler  Hall  as  a  way  to  symbolize  the  struggle  to 
get  to  the  top  and  as  a  reminder  of  the  team  effort  needed 
to  get  there. 

That  effort  was  first  displayed  in  an  eye-opening  27-3 
victory  over  then-No.  8  Colorado.  The  defense  dominated 
as  it  would  all  season,  limiting  the  Buffaloes  to  their  low¬ 
est  point  total  since  1988.  And  the  offense,  directed  by  a 
rejuvenated  Brian  Griese,  exploded  for  426  total  yards. 

“There’s  something  special ...  a  little  gift  hidden  in  this 
team,”  senior  defensive  back  Marcus  Ray  said  following 
the  Colorado  win.  “It’s  just  a  feeling  we  have,  especially 
about  the  defense.  Everybody  has  accepted  his  role.  The 
only  thing  anyone  cares  about  is  winning.” 

Ray  was  right  about  the  defense,  which  proved  to  be 
the  cornerstone  around  which  U-M  built  its  success. 
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Former  Wolverines  would  call  it  the  finest  defense  in 
the  program’s  storied  history.  The  defense  would  lead  the 
Big  Ten  in  every  team  statistical  category  and  the  nation 
in  most  of  them. 

The  Wolverines,  which  finally  scrapped  the  read-and- 
react  scheme  of  the  Bo  Schembechler  and  Gary  Moeller 
eras  for  a  true  attacking  style,  excelled  against  all  manner 
of  offense.  They  bottled  up  Colorado’s  and  Washington 
State’s  passing  attacks  and  clamped  down  on  the  running 
games  of  Notre  Dame,  Michigan  State,  Penn  State  and 
Wisconsin. 

As  the  entire  team  did  with  the  Purdue  game,  the 
defense  kept  two  defining  moments  from  the  previous 
two  seasons  clearly  in  mind  as  they  went  through  the  ’97 
campaign.  The  first  was  the  total  team  collapse  at 
Northwestern  in  ’96,  when  the  Wolverines  squandered  a 
16-0  lead  in  the  fourth  quarter  to  lose,  17-16.  The  second 
was  the  defense’s  fourth  quarter  failures  at  MSU  in  ’95, 
when  the  Spartans  twice  drove  nearly  the  length  of  the 
field  to  pull  out  a  28-25  victory. 

“I’ll  never  forget  what  happened  (in  East  Lansing)  two 
years  ago,”  Ray  said.  “It  was  a  blow  to  our  defense.  We 
were  called  upon  to  win  the  game,  and  we  did  not  come 
through.  It  hurt  our  confidence  and  our  pride.  We  had  a 
lot  of  young  players  on  the  field  that  day,  and  they’re  back. 
We  all  know  what’s  at  stake.” 

There  would  be  no  fourth-quarter  failures  in  ’97.  In 
fact,  in  the  first  eight  games,  the  Wolverines  did  not  allow 
a  point  in  the  fourth  quarter  at  all.  That  streak  would  end 
when  Penn  State  scored  a  meaningless  touchdown  in  the 
final  few  minutes  of  that  blowout. 

Defensive  coordinator  Jim  Herrmann,  who  was 
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appointed  to  the  job  after  Greg  Mattison  left  to  join  Bob 
Davie  at  Notre  Dame,  was  the  architect  of  college  foot' 
ball’s  No.  1  defense.  He  would  eventually  earn  the  Broyles 
Award  as  the  nation’s  top  assistant  coach.  A  former  U-M 
player,  Herrmann  deflected  praise  to  his  coaches  and 
players,  saying  that  the  Wolverines  had  returned  to  play- 
ing  “Michigan  defense.” 

“When  I  say  Michigan  defense.  I’m  not  talking  about 
schemes.  I’m  talking  about  11  guys  playing  together,” 
Herrmann  said.  “Not  one  guy  here,  not  a  big  superstar 
there.  It’s  11  guys  who  work  in  unison  and  who  go  after 
the  football  with  reckless  abandon. 

“When  I  say  Michigan  defense,  that’s  what  I  envision. 

I  see  11  winged  helmets  knocking  the  heck  out  of  some- 
body.” 

That’s  just  what  happened  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  the 
Notre  Dame  game  in  late  September,  when  the  defense 
protected  a  20-14  victory.  Three  times  following  turnovers 
in  its  own  end,  the  defense  was  called  on  to  turn  the 
Fighting  Irish  away.  Each  time,  it  answered  the  call. 

And  it  kept  answering  the  call  —  in  the  third  quarter 
against  Northwestern,  in  the  second  half  against  Iowa  and 
all  game  against  Penn  State. 

What  made  the  Wolverines’  great  defensive  success  all 
the  more  impressive  is  that  they  did  it  while  losing  three 
key  players  to  injury.  Senior  defensive  tackle  Ben  Huff 
tore  up  a  knee  during  the  summer,  and  senior  linebacker 
and  co-captain  Eric  Mayes  did  the  same  thing  in  the 
Indiana  game.  Junior  safety  Daydrion  Taylor  was  lost  for 
the  season  after  injuring  his  neck  when  he  put  a  tremen¬ 
dous  sideline  hit  on  a  Penn  State  receiver. 

But,  as  U-M  coaches  like  to  say,  the  expectations  are 


for  the  position,  not  the  player.  Junior  Josh  Williams 
stepped  in  for  Huff  and  sophomore  Dhani  Jones  did  the 
same  for  Mayes.  Both  had  outstanding  seasons.  The  mem¬ 
bers  of  U-M’s  deep  secondary  picked  up  the  slack  for 
Taylor. 

Of  course,  the  defensive  stalwarts  stood  out  from  the 
first  game  of  the  season  to  the  last.  Senior  defensive  end 
Glen  Steele  was  impossible  to  block  with  one  man.  Junior 
linebacker  Sam  Sword  was  a  force  in  the  middle,  especial¬ 
ly  against  the  run.  The  secondary  was  sensational,  led  by 
the  brilliant  Charles  Woodson,  who  would  win  just  about 
every  post-season  award  for  which  he  was  eligible,  includ¬ 
ing  the  Heisman  Trophy. 

The  defense  put  its  stamp  on  the  season  in  the  closing 
minutes  against  Ohio  State,  when  it  turned  away  the 
Buckeyes  series  after  series  to  preserve  a  20-14  U-M  victo¬ 
ry  that  clinched  the  outright  Big  Ten  title  and  the  trip  to 
the  Rose  Bowl. 

“Even  when  we  had  the  ball  (against  Ohio  State),  I 
was  saying,  ‘Let’s  just  punt  it  and  get  our  defense  back  out 
there,’  ”  Carr  said.  “We  have  a  sign  in  our  defensive  room 
that  reads,  ‘Offense  wins  games,  but  defense  wins  champi¬ 
onships.’  That  was  true  today.” 

The  offense  would  have  its  moments  of  glory,  too.  It 
rolled  over  Penn  State  in  the  34-8  victory  that  would 
thrust  the  Wolverines  into  the  top  spot  in  The  Associated 
Press  Top  25.  A  week  later,  the  offense  would  keep  the 
ball  out  of  Wisconsin’s  hands  in  a  26-16  win  that  clinched 
a  share  of  the  Big  Ten  title. 

“We  were  defeated  by  a  very  good  football  team,” 
Wisconsin  coach  Barry  Alvarez  said.  “I  was  very 
impressed  with  Michigan.  They  had  a  lot  of  publicity 
about  their  defense,  and  it  lived  up  to  its  billing.  I  was  just 
as  impressed  with  their  offense.  We  just  couldn’t  get  them 
off  the  field.” 

Such  success  started  with  Griese,  who  would  have  the 
fifth-best  passing  season  in  school  history  and  become  the 
first  U-M  quarterback  to  lead  his  team  to  three  wins 
against  Ohio  State. 

But  the  offense,  which  gained  momentum  as  a  young 
line  improved  week  to  week,  was  remarkably  balanced.  It 
passed  for  nearly  52  percent  of  its  yards  and  ran  for  the 
rest.  Sixteen  different  players  caught  passes,  the  first  time 
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Chris  Howard  (8)  looks  for  an  opening  against  Nittany  Lions  defender  David  Macklin  (27)  in  U-M’s  34-8  win. 


that  had  happened  since  1962.  Running  back  Chris 
Howard  led  the  team  in  passes  caught;  tight  end  Jerame 
Tuman  led  the  club  in  receiving  yards. 

In  the  U'M  running  game,  the  whole  was  greater  than 
the  sum  of  the  parts.  Each  week,  the  Wolverines  faced 
running  backs  with  a  whole  lot  more  press  clippings,  but 
the  U'M  backs  always  came  away  with  the  better  perfor¬ 
mances.  Howard  would  compile  four  100-yard  games,  and 
would  be  named  Big  Ten  offensive  player  of  the  week 
twice:  following  the  Michigan  State  and  Penn  State  wins. 
And  if  it  wasn’t  Howard,  it  was  junior  Clarence  Williams 
or  freshman  Anthony  Thomas  or  senior  fullback  Chris 
Floyd,  whose  blocking  saved  Griese’s  head  on  many  occa¬ 
sions. 

If  the  Wolverines  gave  out  a  most  improved  player 
award,  it  would  go  to  the  offensive  line.  After  graduating 
three  starters  to  the  NFL,  the  line  was  expected  to  be  the 


team’s  weakest  link.  It  was  anything  but. 

The  MSU  game  was  a  case  in  point.  U-M  started  three 
redshirt  freshman  against  the  Spartans  —  David  Brandt 
stepped  in  to  make  his  first  start  at  right  guard  for  the 
injured  Chris  Ziemann  —  but  the  Wolverines  hardly 
missed  a  beat. 

“The  offensive  line  really  matured,”  Howard  said. 
“That  was  a  question  mark  before  the  season.  I  love  run¬ 
ning  behind  them,  and  I  know  they  love  blocking  for  me.” 

Even  U-M’s  special  teams,  so  often  maligned  during 
the  four-loss  seasons,  would  deliver  in  the  clutch.  The 
capper  was  Woodson’s  78-yard  punt  return  for  a  touch 
down  that  broke  open  the  Ohio  State  game  and  boosted 
his  Heisman  candidacy. 

But  that  was  just  the  finest  highlight.  Junior  walk  on 
Jason  Vinson,  who’d  never  punted  in  high  school,  solidi 
fied  that  position.  Roommates  Kraig  Baker  and  Jay  Feely 
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FEATURE  A  SEASON  TO  REMEMBER 


At  the  beginning  of  the  season,  Michigan  set  their  sights  on  a  trip  to  the  Rose  Bowl  and  a  No.  1  ranking. 


shared  the  place-kicking  duties.  When  Baker  struggled  at 
the  end  of  the  season,  Feely  was  there  to  pick  up  the  slack. 

The  turning  point,  of  l.  M’s  season  came  in  the  second 
half  of  the  Iowa  game.  After  playing  what  qualified  as  the 
only  horrible  half  of  the  season,  the  Wolverines  trailed 
21-7  at  intermission.  But  they  rallied  with  three  second- 
half  touchdowns,  including  the  last  one  with  2:55  remain¬ 
ing,  to  pull  out  a  28-24  triumph.  It  was  U-M’s  closest  call. 

Ray  said  the  moment  that  best  illustrated  the  impact 
that  Carr  had  on  the  U-M  team  occurred  during  halftime 
of  the  Iowa  game:  “He  came  in  and  said,  ‘Does  any  man  in 
this  room  believe  we  can’t  win?’ 

“No  one  said  anything,  but  we  all  understood  the 
point  he  was  trying  to  get  across:  We  could  still  win  the 
game  if  we  played  like  we  were  supposed  to.  He  had  that 
kind  of  confidence  in  us.” 

The  Wolverines  repaid  that  confidence  the  first  week¬ 


end  in  November,  when  they  served  notice  on  the  rest  of 
the  nation  that  they  were  something  truly  special.  U-M 
spoiled  what  was  billed  as  one  of  the  Big  Ten’s  finest 
showdowns  in  years  by  crushing  No.  2  and  previously 
unbeaten  Penn  State,  34-8,  before  a  record  crowd  at 
Beaver  Stadium. 

“I  tell  you  what:  You  watch  us  the  rest  of  the  season,” 
Ray  said  following  that  win.  “We  had  a  lot  to  prove. 
Nobody  respected  this  team  two  months  ago.  Nobody 
gave  us  a  chance.  Everybody  said  we  were  mediocre. 

“We  knew  all  we  had  to  do  was  stick  together  and 
believe  in  each  other,  and  we  could  do  whatever  we  want¬ 
ed  to  do.  We’re  not  going  to  let  up.” 

The  sportscasters  and  writers  who  vote  in  the  AP  poll 
would  make  the  Wolverines  No.  1  a  day  later.  The  coaches 
in  the  ESPN/USA  Today  poll  would  do  the  same  thing  fol¬ 
lowing  the  Ohio  State  game. 


“Michigan  is  as  good  as  anybody  in  the  country  and 
has  as  much  right  to  be  voted  No.  1  as  any  team  in  the 
country,”  Penn  State  coach  Joe  Paterno  said.  “They’re  an 
awfully  good  football  team.” 

An  awfully  good  football  team  inspired  by  an  awfully 
good  football  player.  Charles  Woodson  made  college  foot' 
ball  history  in  early  December  by  becoming  the  first  pre¬ 
dominantly  defensive  player  to  win  the  Heisman  Trophy. 

Woodson  began  to  creep  into  the  national  sports  con¬ 
sciousness  following  a  leaping,  one-handed  interception 
along  the  sidelines  at  Michigan  State.  Then,  after  telling 
writers  that  he  was  the  best  college  football  player  in  the 
country,  he  offered  an  eloquent  argument  as  to  why  he 
should  win  the  Heisman  with  his  electric  performance  in 
the  season  finale  against  Ohio  State. 

Coming  up  big  in  the  Wolverines’  most  important 
game  of  the  regular  season,  Woodson  provided  three  of 
the  key  plays  that  gave  U-M  its  win  against  Ohio  State. 

On  offense,  he  hauled  in  a  pass  for  37  yards  that  led  to 
U-M’s  first  touchdown.  He  returned  a  punt  78  yards  for 
the  second  touchdown,  and  turned  away  the  Buckeyes’ 
first  scoring  threat  with  an  end-zone  interception. 

“He  certainly  played  one  of  his  greatest  games  in  our 
biggest  game,  which  is  what  you  expect  from  a  great  play¬ 
er,”  Carr  said.  “...  He  was  in  on  every  big  play  for  us.  It  says 
a  lot  about  a  kid  who  plays  with  that  kind  of  stamina  and 
ability.” 

But  if  any  single  individual  deserved  credit  for  the 
Wolverines’  memorable  season,  it  was  Carr,  who  also  was 
honored  in  December  as  national  coach  of  the  year.  It 
wasn’t  so  much  that  he  got  his  team  to  the  top,  it  was  how 
he  did  it. 

U-M  was  a  well-oiled  machine.  It  was  well-prepared 
and  well- coached.  Penn  State  coach  Joe  Paterno  kept 
coming  back  to  that  point  in  his  comments  the  week 
before  that  early  November  game.  The  Wolverines  were 
immensely  talented,  he  said.  That  made  them  scary.  What 
made  them  tough  to  beat,  however,  was  the  fact  that  they 
were  so  well-schooled  and  disciplined  that  they  couldn’t 
be  counted  on  to  beat  themselves. 

That  was  the  difference  between  this  team  and  Carr’s 
first  two  clubs:  It  maintained  its  focus,  intensity  and  exe¬ 
cution  week  in  and  week  out.  There  were  emotional  let¬ 


downs  but  never  a  letup.  U-M’s  seniors  deserve  some  of 
the  credit,  but  Carr  and  his  staff  deserved  the  rest.  They 
preached  taking  the  season  one  game  at  a  time,  and  the 
players  bought  into  it. 

That  theme  was  echoed  by  every  player  in  the  minutes 
following  U-M’s  decisive  win  at  Penn  State.  Rather  than 
bask  in  the  glow  of  the  program’s  most  important  win  in 
years,  the  Wolverines  talked  about  taking  care  of  unfin¬ 
ished  business.  They  were  tantalizingly  close  to  winning 
the  Big  Ten  title  and  had  moved  into  the  top  spot  in  one  of 
the  national  polls,  but  all  the  players  talked  about  was 
improving  enough  the  next  week  to  win  at  Wisconsin. 

When  a  team  that  talented  shares  that  common  goal 
and  focus,  it’s  awfully  tough  to  beat,  as  every  one  of  U-M’s 
opponents  discovered.  Carr  deserved  the  lion’s  share  of 
the  credit  for  that,  but  he  deflected  all  of  it  to  his  assis¬ 
tants  and  his  players. 

But  it  was  his  ability  to  delegate,  to  motivate  and  to 
lead  that  put  the  Wolverines  in  a  position  to  do  what  no 
U-M  team  had  done  in  five  decades. 

Carr  said  that  when  he  accepted  the  head  coaching 
position  three  seasons  ago,  he  knew  that  he  would  be 
judged  by  high  standards.  That  made  back-to-back  four- 
loss  seasons  tough  for  him  personally.  He  said  he  believed 
that  until  he  took  the  team  to  the  Rose  Bowl,  he  could 
never  measure  up  to  the  U-M  standard  of  excellence. 

“All  of  us  set  goals,  whether  personal  or  professional, 
but  most  times  we  are  disappointed.”  he  said.  “We  strive 
to  do  what’s  important  to  us,  but  so  many  times  we  come 
up  short.  When  you  do  reach  your  dreams,  it’s  special.  In 
my  mind,  this  season  has  certainly  been  a  dream  come 
true.” 


■  Michigan’s  Russell 
Shaw  (4)  is  mobbed  by 
his  teammates  after 
scoring  a  touchdown  in 
the  third  quarter  of 
the  season  opener 
against  Colorado. 


tember  13, 1997 


[AN  STADIUM  •  ANN  ARBOR,  MICHIGAN 


LON  HORWE1DEL 


GAME  1 


MICHIGAN  VS.  COLORADO 


U-M  FLASHES 
GREAT  ‘P’  AND  SOLID 
OFFENSE  IN  ROMP 
PAST  COLORADO 


BY  JIM  CNOCKAERT 


Memories  of  1995  faded  with  the  Wolverines’  rout 
of  Colorado.  Right,  Chris  Howard  (8)  adds  a  TD. 


NN  ARBOR  —  All  of  a  sudden,  having  the 
nation’s  toughest  schedule  doesn’t  look  so 
bad.  All  of  a  sudden,  the  scariest  team  on 
the  Michigan  football  team’s  schedule 
appears  to  be  ...  Michigan. 

Delivering  one  of  the  most  dominating  defensive  per' 
formances  in  recent  memory,  the  No.  14  Wolverines 
opened  the  season  with  a  convincing  27-3  victory  against 

No.  8  Colorado  Saturday. 

“We  got  our  tails  whipped,”  Colorado  coach  Rick 
Neuheisel  said.  “It’s  not  a  mystery  why  the  outcome  was 
the  way  it  was.” 

Stung  by  preseason  criticism  that  the  U-M  program 
had  slipped  in  posting  four  consecutive  four-loss  seasons, 
the  Wolverines  came  out  against  the  Buffaloes  determined 
to  send  a  message  to  the  Big  Ten  and  the  rest  of  college 
football. 

Consider  the  message  delivered. 

“It’s  really  irritating  to  hear  people  say,  ‘M’  stands  for 
mediocrity,”  U'M  senior  running  back  Chris  Howard 
said. 

“I’m  sick  and  tired  of  it,  but  I  also  know  we  brought 
most  of  that  on  ourselves.  We  haven’t  totally  dominated 
opponents  the  way  Nebraska  and  Florida  have.  The  good 
teams  do  that.  We  wanted  to  show  that  we  can,  too. 

The  Wolverines  made  sure  Colorado  would  have  no 
opportunity  for  last-second  heroics,  and  they  did  it  with  a 
defensive  performance  most  reminiscent  of  a  28-0  tri¬ 
umph  against  Ohio  State  in  1993.  The  Buffaloes,  held  to 
their  lowest  point  total  since  1988,  managed  just  49  yards 
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rushing  and  224  in  total  offense.  Four  Wolverines  inter- 
cepted  passes. 

“It  was  not  an  easy  game,  but  we  made  it  look  easy,” 
U-M  coach  Lloyd  Carr  said.  “We  played  with  tremendous 
intensity.  Our  offense  made  a  lot  of  typical  first-game  mis¬ 
takes,  but  we  showed  signs  that  we’re  going  to  have  a 
pretty  good  one. 

“It’s  only  one  game  in  a  long  season,  but  it’s  a  great 
way  to  start.” 

In  truth,  U-M’s  defensive  performance  was  not  unex¬ 
pected.  The  Wolverines  returned  linebacking  and  sec¬ 
ondary  units  regarded  among  the  best  in  the  country. 

What  was  unexpected  was  the  manner  in  which  U-M 
attacked  Colorado.  Shuffling  in  waves  of  players,  the 
Wolverines  blitzed  often  and  in  just  about  any  situation. 

“They  were  all  over  me  all  day,”  said  Colorado  quarter- 
back  John  Hessler,  who  was  just  15-of-40  passing  for  141 
yards.  “I  took  a  lot  of  shots.  I  thought  a  lot  of  them  could 
have  been  late-hit  calls.  It  was  their  thing  to  get  after  me. 
They  were  hitting  me  back  five  or  six  yards  a  down  some¬ 
times.”  That  was  the  plan. 

“You  could  sense  after  a  while  that  he  was  getting 
timid  back  there,”  said  U-M  defensive  tackle  Josh 
Williams,  who  made  his  first  career  start  in  place  of  the 
injured  Ben  Huff.  “We  were  determined  to  play  hard 
nosed  football.  As  a  whole,  the  defense  really  got  after  it.” 

What  was  somewhat  unexpected  was  a  solid  perfor¬ 
mance  by  the  U-M  offense,  which  opened  with  four  first- 
time  starters  on  the  line.  Led  by  senior  quarterback  Brian 
Griese,  who  was  21-of-28  passing  for  258  yards  and  two 
touchdowns  and  an  interception,  the  Wolverines  aver¬ 
aged  six  yards  a  play  in  accumulating  426  yards. 

“It  was  good  to  come  out  and  have  a  lot  of  positive 
plays,”  Griese  said.  “(But)  no  one  was  expecting  the  game 
to  turn  out  like  it  did.  We  all  expected  it  to  be  close.  The 
defense  did  a  great  job  of  getting  the  football  for  us,  and 
we  were  able  to  take  advantage  of  it.” 

Griese  especially  took  advantage  of  an  overpursuing 
Colorado  defense,  rolling  out  on  play-action  to  hit  a  wide 

Colorado  quarterback  John  Hessler  (7)  had 
a  miserable  afternoon  while  U-M’s  Charles 
Woodson  (2)  starred  as  a  two-way  performer. 


open  Jerame  Tuman  five  times  for  126  yards.  The  first  of 
those  plays,  good  for  53  yards,  set  up  U-M’s  first  touch¬ 
down:  a  1-yard  leap  by  fullback  Chris  Floyd  with  9:28  left 
in  the  first  quarter. 

Junior  kicker  Kraig  Baker,  who’d  missed  his  first 
attempt  from  45  yards  out,  gave  the  Wolverines  a  10-0 
lead  with  a  37-yard  field  as  time  expired  in  the  first  half. 
The  Wolverines  then  opened  the  second  half  with  an  11 
play,  89-yard  drive  to  take  a  17-0  lead  on  Griese’s  five-yard 
pass  to  Howard. 

U-M  added  another  touchdown  on  Griese’s  6-yard 
pass  to  wideout  Russell  Shaw  with  8:42  in  the  third  quar 
ter.  Colorado  scored  on  Jason  Lesley’s  52-yard  field  goal 
late  in  the  third  quarter.  Baker  wrapped  up  the  scoring 
with  a  19-yard  field  goal  midway  through  the  fourth  quar¬ 
ter. 

Then,  it  was  a  matter  of  wrapping  up  a  victory  before 
106,474  appreciative  fans. 
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GAME  !  MICHIGAN  VS.  COLORADO 


AGGRESSIVE 
DEFENSE 
COULD  TAKE 
U-MFAR 

BY  RICH  THOMASELLI 


HEY  STATED  THEIR  CASE  all  afternoon, 
cross-examining  their  opponent  with  a 
cagey,  confusing  look,  and  punctuating 
each  point  with  a  helmet-rattling  thud. 
And  after  spending  60  minutes  on  clos¬ 
ing  arguments,  when  the  gavel  finally  came  down 
Saturday  on  14th-ranked  Michigan’s  27-3  domination  of 
No.  8  Colorado,  the  defense  could  still  not  rest. 

Not  on  this  day.  Not  on  a  day  when  the  Wolverines’ 
defense  consumed  the  Buffaloes,  and  then  held  court  to 
pay  tribute  to  their  lawyerly-looking  defensive  coordina¬ 
tor,  Jim  Herrmann. 

“Coach  Herrmann  pulled  out  all  the  stops,”  said  line¬ 
backer  Eric  Mayes.  “He  gave  us  a  chance  to  blitz,  to 
attack,  to  rattle  them  every  chance  we  could.” 
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.ARRY  E.  WRIGHT 


Josh  Williams’  flying  tackle  caused  a  fumble  by 
Colorado  quarterback  John  Hessler  (7). 

“The  kids  you  saw  on  the  field  today  that’s  who  the 
Michigan  defense  is,”  said  Herrmann,  wearing  a  natty 
gray  suit  and  professorial,  er,  lawyerly  glasses.  “That’s  the 
kind  of  Michigan  defense  I  was  raised  on.  They  played 
together.  They  played  hard.  They  played  aggressive.” 

Make  no  mistake  —  defense  won  this  football  game, 
as  it  probably  will  every  game  for  U-M. 

There  is  an  old  saying  in  golf:  Drive  for  show,  putt  for 
dough.  This  is  how  Michigan  took  apart  Colorado. 

The  show  came  on  offense,  and  the  accolades  for  the 
play  of  Brian  Griese  and  the  pass- catching  of  Jerame 
Tuman  and  the  blocking  of  the  offensive  line  are  well- 
deserved. 

But  the  money  plays  came  on  the  defensive  side  of  the 
ball. 

Michigan  held  Colorado  to  three  points,  and  those  had 
to  come  on  a  52-yard  field  goal.  For  the  day,  the  Buffaloes 
gained  224  yards.  John  Hessler  was  15-for-40  for  141  yards 
and  four  interceptions. 

“There’s  no  question  it  was  a  splendid  effort,” 
Michigan  coach  Lloyd  Carr  said.  “They  took  a  good  offen¬ 
sive  football  team  and  held  them  to  three  points.  Any  time 
you  can  do  that,  you’re  ecstatic.” 

But  forget  the  numbers.  This  is  about  philosophy,  and 
where  this  unit  —  and,  ultimately,  this  team  —  is  headed. 

Everybody  knew  Michigan’s  returning  defense  was 
good.  Easily  the  best  in  the  Big  Ten,  one  of  the  best  in  the 
country.  Yet  it  still  had  to  pop  that  Big  House(keeping) 
stamp  of  approval  on  somebody,  and  Colorado  was  the 
unfortunate  victim. 

The  new  wrinkle  was  the  blitz.  On  Saturday,  the 
Wolverines  blitzed  on  every  down  where  the  opportunity 
presented  itself.  On  first,  second  down  and  third  down. 
On  downs  after  penalty.  On  downs  during  penalties.  On 
downs  where  Colorado  had  a  fullhouse  backfield.  On 
downs  where  it  had  four  receivers. 

“They  came  after  me  on  every  snap,”  Hessler  said. 
“They  were  fast  and  in  my  face  all  day.  We  knew  they  had 
(the  blitz),  but  we  didn’t  know  they  were  going  to  do  it 
quite  as  much  as  they  did." 


Colorado  0  0  3  0  3 
Michigan  7  3  14  3  27 


Michigan 

Floyd  1  run  (baker  kick) 

Michigan 

FG  Baker  37 

Michigan 

Howard  5  pass  from  Griese 

(BAKER  KICK) 

Michigan 

Shaw  6  pass  from  Griese 

(BAKER  KICK) 

Colorado 

FG  Lesley  52 

Michigan 

FG  Baker  19 

Team  Statistics  Colorado  Michigan 


First  downs 

15 

18 

Rushed-yards 

27-49 

41-142 

Passing  yards 

175 

284 

Sacked-yards  lost 

3-26 

0-0 

Return  yards 

22 

49 

Passes 

19  48-4 

23-30-1 

Punts 

9-34.8 

7-41.1 

Fumbles-lost 

1-0 

2-1 

Penal  ties-yards 

8-83 

10-93 

Time  of  possession 

25:36 

34:24 

Individual  Statistics 

Rushing:  Colorado — Troutman  15-41,  Hessler  8-4, 
Barnes  3-2,  Bledsoe  1-2.  Michigan — C  Williams  10-42, 
Howard  12-40,  Floyd  8-27,  Thomas  9-20,  Griese  2-13. 

Passing:  Colorado- — Hessler  15-40-4-141,  Bledsoe  4-8- 
0-34.  Michigan — Griese  21-28-1-258,  Brady  2-2-0-26. 

Receiving:  Colorado— Anderson  6-60,  Savoy  5-50, 
Stiggers  2-23,  Troutman  2-3,  Barnes  1-21,  Heffner  1-10, 
Chiaverini  T5,  Green  1-3.  Michigan — Tuman  5-126, 
Streets  5-36,  Howard  5  -26,  Shaw  3-31,  Woodson  1-29, 
Wright  1-17,  Thomas  1-9,  Floyd  1-8,  C  Williams  1-2. 


■!  Michigan’s  Tai 
Streets  (86)  battles 
with  Baylor’s  Robert 
Neal  (23)  for  a  Brian 
Griese  pass  as  the 
Wolverines  recorded 
their  second  victory. 
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GAME  2  MICHIGAN  VS.  BAYLOR 


WOLVERINES’ 

4  POWERFUL  GROUND 
mm  ATTACK  ROUTS 
HAPLESS  BEARS 


BY  JIM  CNOCKAEBT 

NN  ARBOR  —  A  38-3  triumph  against 
unranked  Baylor  won’t  rocket  Michigan  up 
the  national  polls  as  much  as  last  week’s 
win  against  Colorado  did,  but  the 
Wolverines  insisted  that  it  actually 
demonstrated  more  about  their  personality  and  chemistry. 

U'M’s  performance  Saturday  could  best  be  described 
as  businesslike.  While  the  Wolverines’  emotional  level  fell 
short  of  last  week’s,  their  effort  and  execution  did  not. 

So,  unlike  past  seasons  where  games  against  a  lightly 
regarded  opponent  often  meant  a  day-long  struggle  for 
U'M,  the  Wolverines  dispatched  the  Bears  with  relative 
ease. 

“I  think  they’re  a  great  football  team,”  Baylor  coach 
Dave  Roberts  said.  “They  beat  us  up  at  the  line  of  scrim¬ 
mage  and  played  very  well.  For  a  game  between  Colorado 
and  Notre  Dame  (U'M’s  next  opponent),  they  came  out 
and  matter-of-factly  won  the  game,  which  is  what  good 
football  teams  do.” 

It  was  exactly  the  sort  of  performance  the  Wolverines 
were  looking  to  deliver  against  the  Bears. 

Other  than  some  initial  trouble  with  Baylor’s  option, 
the  U-M  defense  was  every  bit  as  dominating  as  it  had 
been  against  Colorado.  And  the  offense,  which  struggled 
to  run  the  ball  a  week  earlier,  piled  up  532  total  yards, 
including  344  on  the  ground. 

“We  had  a  job  to  do,  and  we  did  it,”  U-M  nose  tackle 
Rob  Renes  said.  “Our  goal  was  to  improve  from  the  first 
week,  but  not  get  too  down  after  a  big  first  win.  If  there 
was  any  fluctuation  (of  emotion),  we  wanted  it  to  be  min¬ 


imal.  We  were  happy  with  that  part  of  our  game.” 

So  was  U-M  coach  Lloyd  Carr,  who  admitted  that  he 
and  his  staff  feared  a  letdown.  lie  said  he  was  pleased 
with  his  team’s  effort,  pointing  out  that  the  Wolverines 
played  to  its  level  rather  than  that  of  the  opponent. 

“What  you  want  is  consistency  of  performance,”  Carr 
said.  “I  don’t  think  you  can  always  control  the  emotional 
level  of  your  players. 

“If  you’re  Michigan  and  you’re  playing  Notre  Dame,  I 
guarantee  you’re  at  a  high  emotional  level.  The  test  is  to 
be  able  to  play  against  someone  who  you’re  not  as  emo¬ 
tionally  ready  to  play.  You  still  have  to  perform  and  exe¬ 
cute  at  a  consistent  level.  I  hope  well  be  better  at  that 
than  we  have  been.” 

U-M  was  decidedly  better  at  running  the  football. 
With  fifth-year  senior  center  Zach  Adami  back,  the  offen¬ 
sive  line  opened  gaping  holes  in  the  Baylor  defense.  That 
sprung  freshman  Anthony  Thomas  and  senior  Chris 
Howard  for  122  and  112  yards,  respectively  —  the  first 
time  in  three  seasons  two  U-M  backs  have  topped  the 
century  mark  in  the  same  game.  Junior  Clarence  Williams 
added  77  yards. 

“We’re  not  used  to  seeing  holes  as  big  as  they  were 
today,”  Howard  said  with  a  grin.  “Today  was  the  first  time 
y’all  saw  evidence  that  we  have  a  really  good  offensive 
line.” 

U-M  continued  to  present  more  than  enough  such  evi¬ 
dence  about  its  defense.  Baylor  managed  just  92  rushing 
yards  and  154  total  yards,  and  the  Bears  got  most  of  that 
in  building  a  3-0  lead.  The  six  points  the  Wolverines  have 


Michigan  guard  Chris  Ziemann  (52)  hammers  blitzing  Baylor  cornerback  Matt  Anderson. 


allowed  in  two  games  is  the  fewest  since  1971,  when 
opponents  managed  that  many  in  the  first  four  games. 

“Offensively,  we  couldn’t  run  the  ball  at  all,”  Roberts 
said.  “We  had  that  option  early.  I  thought  we  caught  them 
by  surprise.  After  that,  1  don’t  think  we  gained  more  than 
a  few  yards  on  any  play.  They  knocked  us  around  pretty 
good." 

Matt  Bryant’s  30-yard  field  goal  at  8:05  of  the  first 
quarter  handed  U-M  its  first  deficit  of  the  season,  but  it 
didn’t  last  long.  The  Wolverines  drove  65  yards  to  set  up 
Brian  Griese’s  10-yard  touchdown  pass  to  Charles 
Woodson.  U-M  took  a  14-3  lead  on  Howard’s  five  yard 
run  early  in  the  second  quarter. 


The  Wolverines  put  the  Bears  away  with  a  pair  of  92- 
yard  touchdowns  drives.  The  first,  which  required  16 
plays,  was  culminated  by  Howard’s  one-yard  run,  giving 
U-M  a  21-3  halftime.  The  second,  on  the  second  series  of 
the  third  quarter,  needed  14  plays  —  the  last  a  two  yard 
run  by  Thomas. 

U-M  scores  in  the  fourth  quarter  came  on  Jay  Feely’s 
51-yard  field  goal  and  a  one-yard  touchdown  run  by 
sophomore  walk-on  Tate  Schanski. 

While  Carr  might  have  feared  a  letdown,  his 
Wolverines  did  not.  While  not  dwelling  on  the  disap 
pointments  of  past  seasons,  they  made  sure  this  week  that 
they  remembered  and  learned  from  them. 
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MICHIGAN  VS.  BAYLOR 


THOMAS’ 
STAR  BEGINS 
TO  RISE  AT 
MICHIGAN 

BY  RICH  THOMASELLI 

STAR  WAS  BORN  SATURDAY. 

Christened  before  106,000  witnesses, 
baptized  under  fire. 

His  name  is  Anthony  Thomas.  He  wears 
No.  32  for  the  Michigan  Wolverines. 

And  this  child  shall  lead  them. 

Too  much?  Too  soon?  Sure,  that’s  what  you  will  think. 
Too  much  to  put  on  him  in  only  his  second  college  game 
ever.  Too  soon  to  anoint  him  one  of  the  stars  of  the  maize 
and  blue. 

But  Thomas  is  too  good. 

Say  it  now. 

A  star  was  born  Saturday. 

It  did  not  take  long  for  the  freshman  Thomas  to  step 
into  the  blue-tinted  spotlight  and  thrive.  One  of  U-M’s 
premier  recruits  this  season,  Thomas  rushed  for  a  game- 
high  122  yards  and  scored  a  touchdown,  helping  the 
Wolverines  to  a  38-3  win  over  Baylor. 

It  won’t  be  his  last  100-yard  effort.  Won’t  be  his  last 
touchdown,  either.  That’s  not  to  say  it  will  happen  every 
week.  There  are  some  upperclassmen  ahead  of  him  on  the 
depth  chart;  there  are  teams  on  the  schedule  with  far  bet¬ 
ter  defenses  than  Baylor. 

But  his  talent,  as  raw  as  it  may  be,  is  there.  You  can  see 
it. 

Thomas  had  the  opportunity  to  make  this  early  break¬ 
through  for  a  variety  of  reasons.  Running  back  Chris 
Floyd,  normally  part  of  of  Michigan’s  three-back  rotation, 
was  suspended  for  this  game.  And,  again,  the  opponent 
was  Baylor. 


Freshman  halfback  Anthony  Thomas  led  the 
Wolverines  with  122  yards  rushing. 


The  constant,  the  one  thing  that  still  stands  out,  is 
Thomas’  talent. 

He  was  one  of  three  backs  on  this  day  to  toy  with  the 
Bears.  Thomas  had  122  yards,  Chris  Howard  had  112,  and 
Clarence  Williams  had  77.  Asked  what  dimension  Thomas 
brings  when  he  enters  the  game.  Williams  sounded  like  a 
broken  record. 

“Power,  power,  power,  power,  power,’’  Williams  said. 

Thomas  is  that,  power  through  and  through.  He  is  The 


2& 


LARRY  E.  WRIGHT 


Pile  Mover.  With  two  redwoods  that  he  calls  thighs  and 
an  elm  tree  for  shoulders,  Thomas  is  difficult  to  bring 
down.  You  can’t  hit  him  high  and  low,  with  two  and  three 
defenders,  and  hope  he  doesn’t  carry  your  players  for  extra 
yardage.  Thomas  did  that  a  couple  of  times  on  Saturday, 
like  it  was  a  piggy-back  ride  for  a  younger  brother. 

Got  news  for  you. 

They  ain’t  heavy,  and  they  definitely  ain’t  his  brothers, 
to  paraphrase  an  old,  sappy  song. 

“I  like  the  power  game,”  Thomas  said,  a  19-year  old 
becoming  a  man  before  our  eyes,  yet  still  boyish  enough  to 
be  visibly  nervous  in  his  first  session  with  the  horde  of 
U-M  media.  “I  do  think  of  myself  as  a  power  runner,  but  I 
am  trying  to  learn  other  things.  I’m  working  on  getting 
lower.” 

Any  lower  and  he’d  be  Anthony  Thomas,  Human 
Bowling  Ball. 

Yes,  power  is  his  game  but  he  is  also  athleticism  per¬ 
sonified.  Thomas  was  never  caught  from  behind  in  his 
high  school  career  at  Winnfield  (La.),  and  also  has  the 
dexterity  and  finesse  from  three  years  as  an  all-district 
basketball  player. 

It  came  down  to  Michigan  and  Nebraska,  and  these 
are  the  kinds  of  players  that  schools  like  Michigan  usually 
lose  to  schools  like  Nebraska. 

Yet  while  Thomas  admitted  that  “there  would  be  like 
20  guys  in  front  of  me”  at  Nebraska,  his  main  reason  in 
choosing  Michigan  over  the  Cornhuskers  came  down  to 
family. 

His  mother  went  on  only  one  official  visit  with  him, 
choosing  to  go  to  Ann  Arbor  instead  of  Lincoln.  She  found 
the  same  kind  of  atmosphere  that  her  son  did. 

“It’s  family  here,”  Thomas  said.  “It  was  so  cut-throat  at 
Nebraska.  Here,  everybody  is  helping  you,  encouraging 
you.  They’re  behind  you  here.” 

Funny,  that’s  the  same  place  where  most  defenders 
find  themselves  when  Thomas  carries  the  ball. 

It  is  not  too  soon.  No,  not  in  the  least.  You  will  see. 
When  you  cut  through  the  muck  and  the  shrubbery  of 
excuses  —  he’s  young,  he’s  inexperienced,  Baylor’s  isn’t 
very  good,  he  still  has  a  lot  to  learn  —  here’s  what  you 
will  see. 

A  star  was  born  Saturday. 


Baylor  3  0  3  0  3 

Michigan  7  14  7  10  34 


Baylor 

FG  Bryant  30 

Michigan 

Woodson  10  pass  from  Griese 

(BAKER  KICK) 

Michigan 

Howard  5  run  (baker  kick) 

Michigan 

Howard  1  run  (baker  kick) 

Michigan 

Howard  2  run  (baker  kick) 

Michigan 

FG  Feely  51 

Michigan 

Schanski  1  run  (baker  kick) 

Team  Statistics  Baylor  Michigan 


Rushed-yards 

28-92 

61-344 

Passing  yards 

62 

188 

Sacked-yards  lost 

0-0 

0-0 

Passes 

12-24-1 

18-28-0 

Punts 

9-42.9 

3-32.3 

Fumbles-lost 

1-0 

1-1 

Penal  ties-yards 

7-48 

11-90 

Time  of  possession 

24:35 

35:25 

Individual  Statistics 

Rushing:  Baylor — Watson  6-42,  Overstreet  6-20, 
Burkins  4-18,  Douglas  12-12.  Michigan — Thomas  21- 
122,  Howard  19-112,  C  Williams  11-77,  Schanski  3-18, 
McCall  4-12,  Ford  2-12,  Woodson  1-minus  9. 

Passing:  Baylor — Watson  12-24-1-62.  Michigan— 
Griese  13-22-0-169,  Brady  4-5-0-18,  Kapsner  1-TOT. 

Receiving:  Baylor — Thompson  4-29,  Overstreet  4  15, 
Mo  Anderson  3-11,  Cogdill  1-7.  Michigan — C  Williams 
5-52,  McCall  3-14,  Woodson  2-45,  Howard  2-21, 
Streets  2-13,  Tuman  1-23,  Shaw  1-15,  Thomas  1-4,  Roth 
1-1. 
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Fr  ■  Notre  Dame’s 

Bobby  Brown  hauls  in  a 
touchdown  pass  over 
Michigan’s  Marcus  Ray  to  give 
the  Irish  their  first  touchdown. 


The  lead  didn’t  last  as  U-M  came 


back  from  behind  to  win. 


GAME  3  MICHIGAN  VS.  NOTRE  DAME 


IN  A  THRILLER, 
MICHIGAN  RALLIES, 
HOLDS  OFF  HUSH 
IN  SECOND  HALF 


BY  JIM  CNOCKAERT 

ANN  ARBOR  —  The  Michigan-Notre  Dame 
rivalry  is  alive  and  well,  thank  you. 

The  No.  6  Wolverines  rallied  with  two 
quick  touchdowns  at  the  start  of  the  third 
quarter  and  then  weathered  three  fourth- 
quarter  fumbles  to  post  a  21-14  victory  over  the  gritty  and 
determined  Fighting  Irish. 

“We  were  prepared  like  they  were  going  to  come  in 
here  and  play  their  best  game,  and  that’s  exactly  what 
they  did,”  U-M  quarterback  Brian  Griese  said.  “They  were 
not  going  to  give  up. ...  They  are  definitely  better  than  a  1- 
3  team. 

“They  are  a  good  football  team.  They  have  guys  who 
play  tough.  I  don’t  care  if  you  have  talent  or  not,  they 
played  tough.  That’s  what  that  team  was:  tough.” 

In  the  end,  however,  the  Wolverines  were  just  a  little 
bit  tougher  in  running  their  record  to  3-0.  Notre  Dame, 
which  lost  all  of  its  games  against  Big  Ten  opposition  for 
the  first  time  since  1963,  fell  to  1-3. 

“It’s  a  tough  loss.  It’s  a  tough  leeling,”  Notre  Dame 
quarterback  Ron  Powlus  said.  “We  thought  it  was  going 
to  be  a  good  day.  We  felt  like  we  had  great  effort.  We 
played  the  way  we  thought  we  could  play.” 

The  Irish,  showing  a  poise  and  determination  they 
appeared  to  lack  in  their  first  three  games,  battled  the 
Wolverines  all  afternoon. 

Irish  tailback  Autry  Denson  (23)  led  his  team 
with  23  carries  for  72  yards.  Notre  Dame  led,  14-0, 
at  halftime,  but  Michigan  rallied. 
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U'M’s  defense  could  get  almost  no  pressure  on 
Powlus,  who  was  20-of-27  passing  for  205  yards  and  a 
touchdown.  The  Notre  Dame  defense,  which  had  been 
shredded  by  Michigan  State  a  week  earlier,  was  extremely 
tough  and  forced  three  fourth-quarter  fumbles  that  nearly 
turned  the  game  in  the  Irish’s  favor. 

“Let’s  be  honest  when  we  look  at  why  we  lost.  Did 
Michigan  really  beat  us  or  did  we  beat  ourselves?”  Notre 
Dame  coach  Bob  Davie  said.  “We  had  some  really  great 
opportunities  to  win  the  football  game.  We  had  three 
turnovers  (from  Michigan)  for  second-chance  situations, 
and  we  couldn’t  get  any  points.” 

That’s  because  the  U-M  defense  was  tough  when  it 
had  to  be. 

Notre  Dame  got  its  first  big  break  at  the  start  of  the 
fourth  quarter  when  Lamont  Bryan  recovered  Aaron 
Shea’s  fumble  at  the  U-M  47-yard  line.  The  Irish  drove 
inside  the  U-M  5-yard  line,  but  sophomore  safety  Tommy 
Hendricks  killed  the  threat  by  diving  in  front  of  Notre 
Dame  tight  end  Jabari  Holloway  to  intercept  Powlus’  low 
throw  in  the  end  zone. 

The  Irish  got  the  ball  back  a  minute  later  when  Ronnie 
Nicks  recovered  Russell  Shaw’s  fumble  at  the  U-M  42- 
yard  line.  But  the  defense  held  on  three  plays  and  forced  a 
punt. 

Notre  Dame  got  one  last  crack  after  Griese  and  full¬ 
back  Chris  Floyd  botched  a  handoff  at  the  U-M  28-yard 
line.  But  the  U-M  defense  held  on  downs,  stopping  Irish 
tailback  Autry  Denson  on  a  fourth-down  dive  just  inside 
the  U-M  20-yard  line. 

“The  fourth  quarter  was  a  test  of  our  character  and 
pride,”  U-M  senior  safety  Marcus  Ray  said.  “We  know  not 
every  game  is  going  to  be  easy.  We  came  up  with  the  big 
plays  when  we  needed  them." 

U-M  trailed,  14  7,  at  halftime,  but  the  Wolverines 
squashed  Notre  Dame’s  momentum  with  a  quick  two- 
play  scoring  strike  to  open  the  third  quarter. 

After  hitting  Tai  Streets  down  the  left  sideline  for  15 
yards,  Griese  threw  over  the  middle  to  Streets,  who 

Michigan’s  Tommy  Hendricks  (41)  is  piled  onto  by 
his  teammates  after  intercepting  a  Ron  Powlus  pass 
in  the  end  zone  during  the  fourth  quarter. 
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Michigan’s  Clint  Copenhaver  (43)  and  Charles  Woodson  (2)  pile  up  Notre  Dame’s  Autry  Denson. 


caught  the  ball  between  two  defenders  and  then  outran 
the  rest  of  the  Irish  secondary  to  complete  a  41-yard 
touchdown  play. 

The  Wolverines  got  the  ball  back  three  minutes  later 
at  the  Irish  42-yard  line,  thanks  to  a  20-yard  punt  return 
by  Charles  Woodson.  Floyd  completed  the  seven-play 
drive  by  running  seven  yards  around  left  end,  and  then 
crushing  Irish  defensive  back  Ivory  Covington  at  the  goal 
line  for  the  go-ahead  touchdown  with  9:21  remaining  in 
the  quarter. 

Powlus  dissected  the  Wolverines’  secondary  in  the 
first  half  on  two  long  touchdown  drives. 

On  its  second  possession,  Notre  Dame  drove  78  yards 


in  12  plays  to  take  a  7-0  lead.  Powlus  connected  with 
flanker  Bobby  Brown  on  a  15-yard  fade  pattern  to  the  left 
corner  of  the  end  zone.  The  TD  was  the  first  allowed  by 
the  Wolverine  defense  this  season. 

U-M  answered  with  its  only  scoring  drive  of  the  half:  a 
66-yard  march  in  11  plays.  Junior  Clarence  Williams  raced 
four  yards  untouched  up  the  middle  for  the  touchdown 
with  13:40  remaining  in  the  half. 

Notre  Dame  took  the  lead  right  before  intermission 
when  it  drove  98  yards  in  11  plays,  scoring  on  Tony 
Driver’s  2-yard  run  with  18  seconds  remaining. 

The  teams  were  almost  even  in  total  yardage:  Notre 
Dame  finished  with  354,  U-M  with  345. 
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UM  DEFENSE 
SHINES 
WHEN  IT 
MATTERS 

BT  JIM  CNOCKAERT 

MICHIGAN’S  DEFENSE  saved  the  day 
again  Saturday,  but  this  one  is  not 
going  to  look  very  good  on  the  stat 
sheet. 

U-M  gave  up  touchdowns  and 
more  than  100  yards  rushing  for  the  first  time  this  season, 
and  Notre  Dame  quarterback  Ron  Powlus  looked  a  lot 
like  the  Heisman  Trophy  contender  a  lot  of  people  expect- 
ed  him  to  be  this  season. 

But  if  U-M  ends  up  running  the  table  this  season,  it 
might  very  well  look  back  on  the  fourth  quarter  of 
Saturday’s  game  as  the  catalyst.  Three  times  following 
turnovers  in  its  own  territory,  the  defense  was  called  on 
to  turn  Notre  Dame  away.  Each  time,  it  answered  the  call. 

“To  turn  the  ball  over  three  times  ...  we  were  facing  a 
loss,  or  at  least  overtime,” 

U-M  coach  Lloyd  Carr  said.  “But  the  guys  on  defense 
...  they  were  just  tremendous.  They  hung  together  and 
fought  like  the  devil.” 

They  dominated  both  Colorado  and  Baylor,  giving  up 
just  two  harmless  field  goals  and  almost  no  yardage  on 
the  ground.  But  Notre  Dame  pushed  the  Wolverines 
around,  especially  in  the  first  half.  And  Powlus  kept  the 
Wolverines  back  on  their  heels  by  using  every  bit  of  the 
25-second  clock  before  taking  most  snaps. 

“He’d  take  the  clock  down,  and  it  had  us  antsy,”  U-M 
junior  Sam  Sword  said. 

It  also  took  away  some  of  the  Wolverines’  aggressive¬ 
ness.  They  did  not  sack  Powlus  once,  and  they  forced  just 
one  turnover  for  the  second  straight  week  (though  the 


Irish  QB  Ron  Powlus  gets  help  from  the  press  bos. 


turnover  this  time  was  a  critical  one). 

U-M  appeared  to  be  particularly  vulnerable  when  the 
Fighting  Irish  mounted  a  98-yard  scoring  drive  just  before 
the  end  of  the  first  half.  Notre  Dame  moved  the  ball  both 
on  the  ground  and  through  the  air,  something  neither  of 
U-M’s  first  two  opponents  was  able  to  do. 

But  the  Wolverines  sparkled  when  it  counted  most  — 
with  the  game  on  the  line  in  the  fourth  quarter.  Here’s 
what  happened  during  those  three  stops: 

■  Notre  Dame  got  its  first  big  break  at  the  first  play  of 
the  fourth  quarter,  when  Lamont  Bryan  recovered  Aaron 
Shea’s  fumble  at  the  U-M  47-yard  line.  The  Irish  drove 
inside  the  U-M  5-yard  line,  but  following  a  delay-of-game 
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GAME  3  MICHIGAN  VS.  NOTRE  DAME 


Charles  Woodson  (2)  breaks  free  on  a  20-yard 
punt  return  in  the  third  quarter  of  Michigan’s  21-14 
victory  over  Notre  Dame. 

penalty,  sophomore  Tommy  Hendricks  killed  the  scoring 
threat  by  diving  in  front  of  Notre  Dame  tight  end  Jabari 
Holloway  to  intercept  Ron  Powlus’  low  throw  in  the  end 
zone. 

“When  the  quarterback  scrambles,  you  have  to  stay 
with  your  man,”  Hendricks  said.  “(The  tight  end)  had  me 
beat  by  a  step,  but  the  throw  was  low  and  behind  him. 

I’m  pretty  sure  he  thought  he  had  a  touchdown  all  the 
way.” 

■  The  Fighting  Irish  got  the  ball  back  a  minute  later, 
when  Ronnie  Nicks  recovered  Russell  Shaw’s  fumble  at 
the  U-M  42-yard  line.  But  the  defense  held  on  three  plays, 
and  forced  a  punt. 

■  Notre  Dame  got  one  last  crack  after  Brian  Griese 
botched  a  handoff  at  the  U-M  28-yard  line  on  the  next 
series.  But  the  defense  held  on  downs,  stopping  tailback 
Autry  Denson  on  a  fourth-down  dive  just  inside  the  U-M 
20-yard  line. 

“We  weren’t  surprised  by  the  inside  run,”  U-M  junior 
cornerback  Charles  Woodson  said.  “They  said  they  were 
planning  to  run  the  ball  on  us.” 

The  U-M  defenders  said  they  felt  no  additional  pres¬ 
sure  to  make  the  big  stops  to  preserve  the  win.  They  want 
the  game  to  come  down  to  their  play,  they  said.  Besides, 
they  added,  it’s  a  team  game.  At  some  point  this  season, 
they’ll  need  the  offense  to  come  through  in  a  critical  situa¬ 
tion,  and  they  have  every  confidence  that  will  happen. 

“You  can’t  just  point  to  the  defense,”  senior  Marcus 
Ray  said.  “This  was  a  total  team  effort.  That’s  why  it’s  a 
team  game.  Yes,  we  had  to  make  up  for  some  of  the 
offense’s  mistakes,  but  they  do  that,  too.  We  won  this  one 
together.” 

That,  of  course,  is  the  ultimate  test  of  a  defense. 
Dominating  performance  against  Colorado  and  Baylor 
were  impressive,  but  Saturday’s  game  required  something 
more.  It  required  that  the  Wolverines  come  up  big,  even 
when  they  weren’t  playing  their  best  game. 

The  Wolverines  did  just  that.  That  is  what  champi¬ 
onship  teams  do. 


Notre  Dame  7  7  0  0  14 
Michigan  0  7  14  0  21 


Notre  Dame 

Brown  15  pass  from  Powlus 

(SANSON  KICK) 

Michigan 

C  Williams  4  run  (baker  kick) 

Notre  Dame 

Driver  2  run  <sanson  kick) 

Mjrluffnn 

Streets  41  pass  from  Griese 

(BAKER  KICK) 

Michigan 

Floyd  14  run  (baker  kick) 

Team  Statistics 

Notre  Dame 

Michigan 

First  downs 

16 

16 

Rushed-yards 

44-149 

34-168 

Passing  yards 

205 

177 

Sacked-yards  lost 

0-0 

0-0 

Passes 

20-27-1 

16-22-0 

Punts 

7-45.9 

4-40.8 

Fumbles-lost 

0-0 

3-3 

Penalties-yards 

10-92 

6-37 

Time  of  possession 

35:44 

24:16 

Individual  Statistics 

Rushing:  Notre  Dame — Denson  25-72,  Barry  4-31,  Driver  10 
24,  Powlus  3-14,  Spencer  2-8.  Michigan — Howard  16-91, 
Floyd  7-41,  C  Williams  6-28,  Thomas  3-6,  Griese  2-2. 

Passing:  Notre  Dame — Powlus  20-27-1-205.  Michigan— 
Griese  16-22-0-177. 

Receiving:  Notre  Dame — M  Johnson  7-106,  Nelson  5-45, 
Denson  4-20,  Brown  3-31,  Spencer  1-3.  Michigan — Floyd  4- 
35,  C  Williams  4-23,  Streets  3-77,  Shaw  2-19,  Shea  2-10, 
Tuman  1-13. 


39 


LON  HORWEDEL 


■  Jtm, 


•  mu 


j  *v.v.v.. 

■  ■rts&'e&t 

m*. 


■  Chris  Howard  (8) 
darts  through  an  opening 
in  the  Hoosier  defense. 
Below,  linebacker  Eric 
Mayes  (26)  is  helped  off 
the  field  with  a 
season-ending  injury. 


October  4, 1997 
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MICHIGAN  VS.  INDIANA 


WOLVERINES 
TAKE  CARE  OF 
BUSINESS  IN  SHUTOUT 
OVER  INDIANA 

BY  JIM  CNOGKAESXtT 


Bloomington,  ind.  —  The  theme  song 
for  Michigan  this  season  could  be 
Takiri  Care  of  Business. 

For  the  second  time,  the  Wolverines 
faced  a  substantial  underdog.  And,  just  as 
they  did  last  month  against  Baylor,  the  Wolverines  did  a 
superb  job  offensively  and  defensively  on  Saturday. 

Indiana  never  really  had  a  chance.  The  Wolverines 
scored  four  touchdowns  in  the  second  quarter  and 
opened  the  Big  Ten  season  with  a  37-0  victory  before  a 
homecoming  crowd  of  42,240  at  Memorial  Stadium. 

“We  knew  it  was  only  a  matter  of  time  before  we  got 
it  going,"  U-M  defensive  back  Charles  Woodson  said. 
“We’re  playing  with  a  killer  instinct.  We’re  determined 
not  to  have  a  letdown.  We  knew  we  were  the  better  team. 
It’s  a  matter  of  us  playing  tough,  hard  football  for  four 
quarters.” 

U'M  coach  Lloyd  Carr  said  the  Wolverines  have  made 
it  a  point  of  emphasis  this  season  to  focus  on  the  task  at 
hand  each  week.  That  isn’t  always  easy,  he  said,  especially 
during  weeks  when  the  Wolverines  are  expected  to  vein 
easily.  He  acknowledged  that  those  are  the  kinds  of  games 
that  have  given  his  teams  trouble  in  past  seasons. 

“I  was  pleased  that  there  were  no  letdowns,”  Carr  said. 
“We  wanted  to  come  out  and  take  the  crowd  out  of  the 
game,  make  a  fast  start  and  play  up  to  our  capability 
“You’re  always  going  to  face  distractions.  Being  a  big 
favorite  is  one  of  them.  (But)  this  team  has  an  outstanding 
work  ethic.  The  players  have  a  great  attitude,  and  they’re 
unselfish.  They  have  displayed  an  ability  to  maintain  their 


concentration.  We  have  a  chance  to  be  a  good  team,  but 
the  players  know  they  will  be  only  if  they  deal  with  the 
task  at  hand.” 

The  task  at  hand  Saturday  was  a  pesky  Indiana  team 
that  had  nearly  knocked  off  Wisconsin  last  week,  But,  the 
Hoosiers  were  no  match  for  the  Wolverines  in  terms  of 
size,  speed,  firepower  and  aggressiveness. 

“We  have  to  look  across  the  field  and  say  that’s  what 
we  want  to  be,”  Indiana  coach  Cam  Cameron  said.  “We 
have  to  make  sure  we  are  doing  everything  we  can  in  our 
organization  to  make  sure  we  have  those  kinds  of  people 
and  we  do  the  same  kind  of  job  these  other  teams  are 
doing.  Then  we  will  be  able  to  compete  in  this  league.” 

Indiana  threatened  only  once.  After  U'M  took  a  3'0 
early  in  the  game  on  the  first  (27  yards)  of  Kraig  Baker’s 
three  field  goals,  the  Hoosiers  quickly  moved  to  the  U-M 
19-yard  line  on  a  pair  of  long  pass  plays.  But  U'M  defen¬ 
sive  end  Glen  Steele  recovered  a  botched  handoff,  and  the 
Hoosiers  never  threatened  again. 

“I  know  that  if  we  would  have  scored,  this  place 
would  have  erupted  and  then  you  never  know  what  could 
have  happened,”  Cameron  said  of  the  missed  opportunity. 
“The  fans  were  ready  for  a  heck  of  a  game.  We  didn’t  do 
our  part.” 

The  Wolverines  made  sure  of  that  with  a  precision 
second-quarter  offensive  and  defensive  display. 

“It  doesn’t  get  any  better  than  that,”  U'M  safety 
Marcus  Ray  said.  “When  the  offense  and  defense  work 
together  like  that,  it’s  tough  to  stop  us.” 

Michigan  drove  87  yards  in  12  plays  for  its  first  touch- 
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Tai  Streets  (86)  outraces  Indiana’s  Robert  Parrish  (18)  to  the  goal  line  for  a  second-quarter  touchdown. 


down:  a  3-yard  scamper  by  Chris  Howard  with  13:34 
remaining  in  the  half.  U-M  marched  56  yards  on  its  next 
possession  and  scored  on  an  18  yard  pass  from  Brian 
Griese  to  Tai  Streets. 

Wolverine  freshmen  got  the  last  two  touchdowns. 
Anthony  Thomas  scored  on  a  14-yard  run  around  left  end 
on  the  next  series,  and  Patrick  McCall  got  his  first  colle- 
giate  touchdown  on  a  3 -yard  run. 

Baker  capped  the  scoring  with  field  goals  of  35  and  40 
yards. 

“We  wanted  to  come  out  early  and  set  a  precedent,” 
Griese  said.  “We  knew  that  once  we  got  some  points  on 
the  board,  the  defense  would  support  us.  The  offense  was 


able  to  establish  balance  today,  and  that’s  important.  We 
know  we’ll  need  to  do  it  again  before  the  season  is  over.” 

U'M’s  three  quarterbacks  hit  11  different  receivers  for 
283  yards.  Griese  was  16-of'26  passing  for  204  yards  and  a 
touchdown.  U'M’s  ground  game,  with  nine  runners  con 
tributing,  churned  out  153  yards. 

The  defense,  which  posted  U'M’s  first  shutout  since 
1995,  was  impressive  again.  The  Wolverines  limited 
Indiana  to  16  yards  rushing,  forced  three  turnovers  and 
had  four  sacks. 

“We  really  didn’t  worry  about  Indiana,”  Griese  said. 
“We  focused  on  ourselves.  We  know  that  if  we  just  take 
care  of  our  jobs,  we’ll  be  successful.” 
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GAME  4  MICHIGAN  VS.  INDIANA 


GRIESE 
CAME  TO  PASS 
AGAINST 
INDIANA 

BY  RICH  THOMASELLI 


THE  NUMBERS  tell  all,  and  then  some. 

Take  a  look  at  Brian  Griese’s  statistics  in 
the  University  of  Michigan’s  first  three 
games  this  season.  He  was  2Ufor'28,  258 
yards  against  Colorado.  He  was  1.3'for'22, 
169  yards  against  Baylor.  And  he  was  16'for-22, 177  yards 
against  Notre  Dame. 

So,  on  average,  Griese  was  16-for-24,  201  yards  for 
those  three  contests.Then  take  a  look  at  his  numbers  in 
the  first  half  of  Saturday’s  37-0  win  over  Indiana:  14'for- 
22, 170  yards.  That  is  practically  Griese’s  average  in  just 
half  the  time. 

But  this  isn’t  a  Brian  Griese  tale,  although  the  senior 
quarterback  has  played  well  and  consistently.  Nor  is  it  a 
story  about  statistics. 

No,  this  is  about  philosophy,  and  about  accepting 
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change.Because  if  you  go  beyond  the  numbers,  as  impres- 
sive  as  they  may  be,  it  is  equally  impressive  how  Michigan 
attacked  Indiana  in  Saturday’s  victory. 

Michigan  has  always  had  a  philosophy  of  running  the 
ball,  almost  to  the  point  of  cutting  its  nose  off  to  spite  its 
face.  The  Wolverines  would  run  until  they  got  it  right. 
They  would  run  as  the  first  -  some  would  say  only  - 
option. 

But  Indiana,  like  others  before  and  after  them, 
attempted  to  stuff  the  run.  The  Hoosiers  loaded  up  the 
front  and  dared  Michigan  to  beat  them  with  the  pass. 

Oh,  Michigan  tried  to  estabhsh  the  run  first.  Some 
habits  are  hard  to  break. 

But  when  it  didn’t  work,  instead  of  being  indignant 
about  it,  the  Wolverines  passed. 

They  threw  screen  passes,  and  swing  passes,  and  pass- 
es  to  the  flat  and  quick  hitters.  They  threw  sideline  pat- 
terns,  over  the  middle,  and  a  little  post  pattern. 

Somewhere,  Bo  must  have  been  turning  over  in  his 
recliner.  Michigan  rushed  the  ball  22  times  in  the  first 
half.  But  Griese  also  attempted  22  passes  in  the  first  half. 

At  Michigan? 

Yet  it  was  smart.  Like  a  good  boxer,  U-M  worked  the 
body  until  the  head  opened  up. 

“We  wanted  to  estabhsh  balance  between  the  run  and 
pass,”  Griese  said.  “That  was  something  we  wanted  to 
work  on.” 

Asked  if  it  was  in  the  game  plan  all  week  or  if 
Michigan  merely  conceded  to  the  pass  as  the  game  pro¬ 
gressed,  Griese  replied:  “Well,  down  the  road  we’re  going 
to  have  to  do  it  again.  I’m  sure  that  this  isn’t  the  last  time 
we  see  somebody  try  to  stop  the  run.  This  is  definitely  not 
the  last  time.” 

Of  course,  it  isn’t.  Michigan  has  four  serious  ball  carri¬ 
ers  in  Chris  Howard,  Chris  Floyd,  Clarence  Williams  and 
the  emerging  Anthony  Thomas.  They  can  rotate  backs 
without  anybody  breaking  a  sweat  or  getting  tired  -  and 
without  losing  any  talent. 

So  it's  obvious  that  teams  will  see  if  Griese  can  beat 
them,  which  he  has. 

But  the  bigger  picture  here  is  Michigan’s  acceptance  of 
the  times.  But  don’t  call  it  giving  in.  The  Wolverines  didn’t 
“give  in.”  They  adapted,  they  changed. 


Michigan  3  28  6  0  37 
Indiana  0  0  0  0  0 


Michigan 

FG  Baker  27 

Michigan 

Howard  3  run  (baker  kick) 

Michigan 

Streets  18  pass  from  Griese 

(BAKER  KICK) 

Michigan 

Thomas  14  run  (baker  kick) 

Michigan 

McCall  3  run  (baker  kick) 

Michigan 

FG  Baker  35 

Michigan  FG  Baker  40 


Team  Statistics 

Michigan 

Indiana 

Rushed-yards 

46-153 

27-16 

Passing  yards 

283 

141 

Sacked-yards  lost 

1-9 

4-27 

Passes 

23-36-0 

19-31-2 

Punts 

5-38.4 

6-50.7 

Penalties-yards 

4-30 

5-41 

Time  of  possession 

32:40 

27:20 

Individual  Statistics 

Rushing:  Michigan — Thomas  14-65,  Floyd  10-29,  C 
Williams  2-17,  R  Jackson  8-14,  Howard  6-14,  McCall  3- 
11,  Schanski  1-7,  Smith  1-5,  Brady  1-minus  9.  Indiana — 
Hogan  13-32,  G  Johnson  4-9,  Haniford  2-3,  Grubbs  2-1, 
Rodgers  6-minus  29. 

Passing:  Michigan  — Griese  16-26-0-204,  T  Brady  6-8- 
0-59,  Kapsner  T2-0-20.  Indiana — Rodgers  15-24-2-115, 
Haniford  4-7-0-26. 

Receiving:  Michigan — Howard  7-65,  C  Williams  3-4, 
Streets  2-35,  Thomas  2-24,  Knight  2-23,  McCall  2-18, 
Floyd  1-43,  Shaw  1-24,  Woodson  1-21,  Bryant  1  18, 
Tuman  1-8.  Indiana — Gall  6-50,  Maxwell  3-22,  Conner 
3-15,  G  Johnson  2-7,  Hogan  1-24,  Paul  1-13,  Klusmeyer 
1-7,  Ballou  1-2,  Floyd  1-1. 
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■  Michigan  receiver 
Jerarae  Tuman  (80) 
heads  upheld  while 
dragging  a  Northwestern 
defender.  Tuman  led  the 
Wolverines  with  two 
touchdown  receptions. 


October  11, 1997 

MICHIGAN  STADIUM  •  ANN  ARBOR,  MICHIGAN 
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GAME  5  MICHIGAN  VS.  NORTHWESTERN 


PAYBACK  TIME: 
MICHIGAN  ERASES 
BITTER  MEMORIES 
WITH  A  BIG  VICTORY 


BY  JIM  CNOCKAERT 


ANN  ARBOR  —  The  Michigan  football 
team  figured  it  owed  Northwestern  big' 
rime  Mark  the  debt:  Paid  in  full. 

The  No.  6  Wolverines  finished  off  the 
determined  Wildcats  in.  the  fourth  quan 
ter  Saturday  to  post  a  23'6  win  —  erasing  in  the  process 
the  bitter  memories  of  back'tO'back  fourth-quarter  losses. 

“I  think  every  guy  wanted  to  prove  something  to  that 
team,"  U-M  senior  quarterback  Brian  Griese  said.  “The 
wins  against  us  the  last  two  years  definitely  played  a  role 
in  their  winning  the  Big  Ten. 

“When  the  game  came  down  to  the  fourth  quarter, 
every  guy  on  this  team  remembered.  Then,  they  put  it  in 
the  back  of  their  minds  and  went  out  and  did  their  jobs.” 
U-M  is  5'0  overall  and  2'0  in  the  Big  Ten. 
Northwestern,  which  lost  its  fourth  straight,  fell  to  2- 
5  overall  and  03  in  the  Big  Ten. 

A  year  ago  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  the  Wolverines  squan- 
dered  a  16-0  lead  in  the  fourth  quarter.  Their  13-6  lead  this 
time  appeared  even  more  tenuous,  but  the  Wolverines 
buried  the  Wildcats  in  the  final  quarter  with  10  points. 

“We  didn’t  want  to  be  the  Michigan  team  that  lost 
three  straight  to  Northwestern,"  U-M  coach  Iloyd  Carr 
said. 

U'M  junior  defensive  tackle  Rob  Renes  said  last  year’s 
fourth' quarter  loss  was  a  point  of  emphasis  this  season. 

■  Michigan  quarterback  Brian  Griese  (14)  passed 
for  244  yards  and  two  touchdowns.  Right,  Anthony 
Thomas  breaks  through  the  Wildcat  line. 


LEISA  THOMPSON 
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“We  watched  film  of  last  year’s  game  this  week.  The 
way  they  handled  us  in  the  fourth  quarter  made  us  all 
sick,"  Renes  said. 

“The  fourth  quarter  was  a  major  emphasis  this  week. 
We  knew  that  even  if  we  were  up  by  three  touchdowns, 
we  had  to  be  ready  for  them.  Much  to  our  dismay,  they 
were  still  in  the  game  in  the  fourth  quarter.  This  time,  we 
were  ready  for  it." 

The  defense  certainly  was.  The  U-M  offense  fumbled 
twice  early  in  the  third  quarter,  giving  Northwestern 
good  field  position  in  both  instances.  But  all  the  Wildcats 
could  muster  from  those  opportunities  was  a  42-yard 
Brian  Gowins  field  goal. 

“It  was  by  no  means  a  great  game,  but  as  long  as  the 
offense  puts  up  enough  points,  we  know  the  defense  will 
be  OK,”  U-M  junior  cornerback  Charles  Woodson  said. 

“We  were  a  little  flat  in  the  first  quarter,  but  once  we 
got  calmed  down,  we  played  the  way  we  were  supposed 
to.” 

The  Wildcats  chewed  up  nearly  the  first  nine  minutes 
of  the  game  in  taking  a  3-0  lead,  but  mounted  almost  no 
offensive  attack  after  that.  Northwestern  finished  with  35 
yards  rushing  and  135  passing. 

U-M’s  defensive  effort  gave  the  offense  the  time 
it  needed  in  both  the  first  and  second  halves  to  get 
going. 

“We  made  mistakes,  especially  in  the  third  quarter, 
but  it  was  a  wake-up  call  for  us,”  Griese  said.  “Our  offense 
seems  to  feed  off  our  defense.  When  those  guys  played  so 
well  in  the  third  quarter,  it  got  us  going.” 

The  Wolverines  led,  6-3,  early  in  the  second  quarter  on 
field  goals  of  19  and  23  yards  by  Kraig  Baker.  Then,  fol¬ 
lowing  a  71-yard  Northwestern  punt  with  6:57  left  in  the 
half,  the  Wolverines  drove  90  yards  in  almost  six  minutes 
to  take  a  13-3  halftime  lead. 

Tight  end  Jerame  Tuman  hauled  in  a  10-yard  pass  with 
1:02  left  to  play.  Griese  was  7-of-9  passing  on  the  drive  for 
81  yards. 

For  the  afternoon,  Griese  completed  23  of  36  passes  for 
244  yards  and  Tuman  caught  five  passes,  including  both 

Northwestern  receiver  Aaron  Burrell  (7)  hurdles 
a  pair  of  Michigan  defenders  in  the  second  quarter. 


touchdowns,  for  79  yards.  U-M  finished  with  385  yards. 

“That  drive  before  the  half  was  probably  the  best  thing 
we  did  offensively  all  day,”  Carr  said.  “The  biggest  disap¬ 
pointment  was  that  we  had  the  field  position  in  the  third 
quarter  to  put  the  game  away,  but  we  fumbled  twice. 
Again,  those  are  things  we’ve  got  to  get  corrected.” 

Griese  fumbled  when  he  was  sacked  at  the  U-M  44 
yard  line  to  end  the  Wolverines’  first  drive  of  the  third 
quarter.  Senior  receiver  Russell  Shaw  fumbled  away  the 
next  possession  at  the  Northwestern  41. 

The  U-M  offense  finally  got  rolling  after  Gowins 
missed  a  47-yard  field-goal  attempt  on  the  final  play  of 
the  third  quarter.  The  Wolverines  drove  from  their  30  to 
the  Northwestern  2.  On  second  down,  Griese  was  able  to 
elude  an  almost  certain  tackle  by  a  blitzing  Mike  Nelson 
and  lofted  a  touchdown  pass  to  a  wide-open  Tuman. 

“I’m  pretty  sure  everybody  in  the  stadium  thought  I 
was  down  on  that  play,”  Griese  said. 

U-M  wrapped  up  the  game  on  its  next  series,  follow¬ 
ing  a  Woodson  interception  at  the  Northwestern  30. 
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"SAKE  5  MICHIGAN  VS.  NORTHWESTERN 


TUMAN 
AGAIN  SHOWS 
HE’S  QUITE 
A  CATCH 

BY  JASON  DEEGAN 

OR  THREE  WEEKS,  Jerame  Tuman  had 
somewhat  vanished  from  the  University  of 
Michigan  offense. 

Tuman,  an  All-American  candidate  at 
tight  end,  caught  just  one  pass  each  game 
against  Baylor,  Notre  Dame  and  Indiana  —  a  far  cry  from 
the  season  opener  against  Colorado  when  he  corralled  five 
receptions  for  126  yards. 

But  Saturday,  Tuman  returned  to  the  limelight,  and 


proved  to  be  a  key  ingredient  in  Michigan’s  offense.  The 
junior  from  Kansas  caught  five  passes  for  79  yards,  includ¬ 
ing  U-M’s  only  two  touchdowns,  in  a  23-6  victory  over 
Northwestern. 

“Tuman  is  big  in  this  offense,”  U-M  coach  Lloyd  Carr 
said.  “  ...  He  has  improved  tremendously  in  his  blocking 
because  he  is  much  stronger  than  he  was  a  year  ago.  He  is 
a  complete  football  player.” 

Even  though  he  stands  at  6-foot-5,  249  pounds,  Tuman 
shies  away  from  the  word  “big”  in  describing  his  contri¬ 
butions.  He  says  he  considers  himself  lucky  that  when  a 
team  concentrates  on  Michigan’s  other  weapons,  he  bene¬ 
fits. 

“It’s  tough  to  guard  everyone  on  the  field,”  Tuman  said. 
“The  main  thing  I  do  is  for  the  team.  If  that  means  going 
to  me,  I  will  catch  it.” 

After  Michigan  had  an  apparent  touchdown  called 
back  in  the  first  quarter  —  an  official  ruled  that  Tai 
Streets  caught  the  ball  and  was  forced  out  of  bounds  by  a 
defender,  then  changed  his  ruling  after  a  conference  — 
Tuman  re-emerged  from  the  shadows. 

On  the  next  play,  U-M  quarterback  Brian  Griese 
squeezed  a  third-down  pass  between  two  defenders  to 
Tuman  for  a  10-yard  touchdown,  making  the  score  13-3. 

Neither  Tuman  nor  Griese  said  IJ-M  made  a  conscious 
effort  to  exploit  the  middle  of  the  field,  but  that  was  just 
what  Northwestern  conceded  to  the  Wolverines. 

“We  don’t  focus  our  game  plans  on  our  personnel,  but 
just  what  the  defense  gives  us,”  Griese  said.  “They  didn’t 
cover  him  and  he  was  wide  open.” 

But  Griese  seems  to  know  where  Tuman  is  at  all  times. 

Early  in  the  fourth  quarter,  Northwestern  safety  Mike 
Nelson  had  Griese  in  a  stranglehold,  but  the  Michigan 
quarterback  spun  out  of  what  looked  like  a  certain  sack 
to  complete  a  2-yard  pass  to  a  wide-open  Tuman  in  the 
end  zone. 

Carr  called  the  play  lucky. 

“tie  made  a  great  play  on  the  guy  who  I  think  was 
(supposed  to  be)  guarding  me  man-to-man,”  Tuman  said. 

Carr  said  Tuman,  along  with  talented  backups  Aaron 
Shea  and  Mark  Campbell,  can’t  afford  to  disappear, 
because  fullback  Chris  Floyd  was  hurt  during  Saturday’s 
action. 


Michigan’s  Dhani  Jones  (55)  wrestles  down  Wildcat  fullback  Matt  Hartl  in  the  first  quarter. 


N’western  3  0  3  0  6 


Michigan 

0  13  0  10  23 

Northwestern 

FG  Gowins  52 

Michigan 

FG  Baker  19 

Michigan 

FG  Baker  23 

Michigan 

Tuman  10  pass  from  Griese 

(BAKER  KICK) 

Northwestern 

FG  Gowins  42 

Michigan 

Tuman  2  pass  from  Griese 

(BAKER  KICK) 

Michigan 

FG  Baker  26 

Team  Statistics 

N’western 

Michigan 

Rushed-yards 

30-35 

42-141 

Passing  yards 

135 

244 

Sacked-yards  lost 

4-35 

1-11 

Passes 

16-22-1 

23-26-0 

Punts 

4-44.3 

3-36.7 

Penal  ties-yards 

9-61 

7-62 

Time  of  possession 

27:35 

32:35 

Individual  Statistics 

Rushing:  Northwestern — Autry  15-35,  Marshall  5-18, 

Collier  1-3,  Hughes  9-minus  21.  Michigan — Howard  18-90, 
Floyd  7-18,  C  Williams  7-17,  A  Thomas  7-13,  Griese  3-3. 

Passing:  Northwestern — Hughes  16-22-1.  Michigan — • 
Griese  23-36-0-244. 

Receiving:  Northwestern — B  Musso  5-60,  Waterman  5-29,  J 
Burden  3-28,  M  Hartl  1-4,  Autry  1-4,  Stuart  1-4.  Michigan — 
Tuman  5-79,  Shaw  5-44,  C  Williams  4-40,  Streets  2-26,  A 
Thomas  2-20,  Howard  2-5,  Woodson  1-30,  Campbell  1-3, 
Floyd  1-minus  3. 
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T  BE  ROAD  TO  MO 


ONE  TOUGH 


BY  RICH  THOMASELLI 


I  ICHIGAN’S  DEFENSIVE  PROWESS 
in  the  1997  football  season  actually 
began  long  before  the  1997  football 
.  season.  It  began  the  day  after  the 
I  Wolverines  lost  to  Alabama  in  last 
season’s  Outback  Bowl,  when  they  started  talking  about 
next  year. 

It  continued  in  April,  when  the  bonds  began  to  form, 
during  spring  practice.  It  began  over  the  summer,  when 
the  players  vowed  to  do  whatever  it  took.  “If  it  meant  get- 
ting  up  at  6  a.m.  to  run  on  the  golf  course,  we  did  it,”  line¬ 
backer  Sam  Sword  said.  “If  it  meant  extra  time  running 
stadium  steps,  we  did  it.  If  it  meant  staying  late  to  watch 
film,  we  did  it. 

“We  made  a  total  commitment  to  the  season.”  The 
commitment  paid  off. 

Because  while  the  offense  puts  the  points  on  the  board 
—  and  Michigan's  offense  was  terrific  in  every  sense  of 
the  word  —  it  is  defense  that  wins  championships. 

And  the  defense  was  outstanding. 

The  Wolverines  won  the  national  championship 
behind  a  defensive  unit  that  was  as  stingy  as  a  four-year- 
old  with  a  new  toy.  Heading  into  the  Rose  Bowl,  U-M  led 
the  nation  in  scoring  defense  at  8.9  points  per  game,  the 
lowest  total  since  Auburn  allowed  7.2  points  per  game  in 
1988;  led  the  nation  in  total  defense  at  206.9  yards  per 
game,  the  lowest  total  since  Alabama  allowed  194.2  in 


Wisconsin  halfback  Eddie  Faulkner  gets  wrapped 
up  by  a  trio  of  Wolverines  led  by  Clint  Copenhaven, 
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1992;  led  the  nation  in  pass  efficiency  with  75.8  points, 
including  an  NCAA  record  8.4  yards  per  reception;  and 
was  third  in  the  country  with  22  interceptions  and  sev¬ 
enth  in  rushing  defense  at  91  yards  per  game. 

Many  observers  called  the  1997  Michigan  defense  one 
of  the  best  in  college  football  history,  so  it  only  naturally 
followed  that  the  defense  would  anchor  a  national  cham¬ 
pionship. 


Coming  into  the  season,  much  was  expected  from  the 
Michigan  defense.  In  fact,  the  defense  WAS  expected  to 
anchor  the  team. 

Some  nine  starters  were  returning  on  the  defensive 
side  of  the  ball,  led  by  All-American  cornerback  Charles 
Woodson  and  leading  tackier  Sword. 

The  secondary  was  outstanding,  of  course,  one  of  the 
best  in  the  nation.  The  front  four  were  solid,  even  though 
All-American  William  Carr  had  graduated. 

That  left  only  the  linebacking  crew.  All-American 
Jarrett  Irons  had  graduated  and  this  was  the  thinnest  of 
the  three  defensive  units.  But,  the  experience  of  the  line 
and  the  defensive  backs  sandwiched  the  linebackers,  and 
U-M  figured  to  be  just  fine  until  the  ’backers  caught  up. 

Besides,  the  preseason  concerns  were  mostly  on 
offense.  Michigan  had  a  young  offensive  line  and  needed 
to  replace  three  starters.  The  tailback  position  was  in 
good  hands  with  Chris  Howard  and  Clarence  Williams, 
freshman  Anthony  Thomas  came  to  campus  with  an 
impressive  resume,  but  the  fullback  spot  —  always  a  key 
in  the  Michigan  offense  —  was  a  sore  spot.  Chris  Floyd 
was  coming  back  from  offseason  shoulder  surgery  and 
sophomore  John  Anes,  who  had  a  great  spring,  ended  up 
leaving  school  for  personal  reasons. 

And  then  there  was  the  quarterback  question. 
Everybody  figured  it  was  a  battle  between  Scott 
Dreisbach,  the  starter  for  much  of  1996,  and  Brian  Griese. 
But  head  coach  Lloyd  Carr  looked  long  and  hard  at  Jason 
Kapsner  and  Tom  Brady  as  well  before  finally  deciding  on 
Griese. 

Michigan  defensive  end  Glen  Steele  (81)  sacks 
Lions  QB  Mike  McQueary  on  the  game’s  first  play. 


With  those  questions  and  concerns  about  the  offense, 
U-M  fans  were  thanking  the  football  gods  for  the  defense. 

But  then  strange  things  began  to  happen.  End  David 
Bowens,  who  led  U-M  in  sacks,  left  school  for  personal 
and  academic  reasons.  Senior  tackle  Ben  Huff  suffered  a 
season-ending  injury  before  the  first  game.  In  the  first 
quarter  of  the  fourth  game  of  the  year,  linebacker  Eric 
Mayes  suffered  a  season- ending  knee  injury. 

Funny,  though.  There  were  no  sirens.  No  red  flags 
went  up.  Nobody  panicked. 

“Not  at  all,”  said  safety  Marcus  Ray.  “We  had  good, 
strong,  hungry  players  ready  to  step  in.  And  with  the  phi¬ 
losophy  we  had  on  defense,  we  knew  we  would  be  OK.” 

■  ■  ■ 

Big.  Burly.  Strong.  Powerful. 

Things  were  always  the  same  at  Michigan,  and  in  the 
Big  Ten  for  that  matter.  The  “three  yards  and  a  cloud  of 
dust”  mentality  was  formulated  in  this  conference,  and  for 
many  years  that  was  the  pervasive  thinking  among  coaches. 

That  spilled  over  to  defenses,  which  were  stockpiled 
with  huge  players  to  stop  the  run.  But  this  year’s 
Michigan  defense  was  different,  taking  its  cue  from  the 
new  defensive  coordinator,  Jim  Herrmann. 

Herrmann  actually  took  over  as  the  defensive  coordi¬ 
nator  on  Jan.  1, 1997,  when  the  Wolverines  played 
Alabama  in  the  Outback  Bowl.  A  native  of  Dearborn 
Heights,  Herrmann  earned  three  varsity  letters  as  a 
Wolverine  linebacker  from  1980-82.  He  graduated  with  a 
degree  in  education  in  1983. 

After  two  high  school  coaching  stints,  he  returned  to 
Michigan  in  1986  as  a  graduate  assistant  and  slowly 
moved  up.  Herrmann  replaced  Greg  Mattison  as  the 
defensive  coordinator  after  Mattison  took  the  same  posi¬ 
tion  at  Notre  Dame. 

Ironically,  the  two  teams  would  face  each  other  in 
Michigan’s  third  game  of  the  season  in  late  September.  It 
was  billed  as  a  matchup  of  the  old  defensive  coordinator 
against  the  new  one,  but  neither  team  took  it  that  way. 

“There’s  nothing  of  Coach  Mattison  left  on  this 
defense,”  Mayes  said,  matter-of-factly,  prior  to  the  game. 
“College  football  is  about  a  changing  of  the  guard.  People 
leave,  it’s  time  to  move  on.  This  defense  is  much  more 
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It  took  a  pair  of  Michigan  defenders  to  pull  down 
Baylor  halfback  Darrius  Thompson. 


aggressive  than  the  one  that  was  here  before. 

“Now,”  Mayes  added,  “we  act  instead  of  waiting  to 
react.”  Under  Herrmann,  the  change  of  philosophy  was 
complete.  The  Wolverines  became  disciples  of  their  defen¬ 
sive  coordinator’s  attitude  —  fiery,  aggressive,  intense. 

All  11  players  swarm  to  the  ball  with  a  combination  of 
speed  and  power.  Easily,  it  was  the  quickest  Michigan 
defense  people  had  seen  in  a  long,  long  time. 

“You  look  for  cracks,  weaknesses,  anything  you  can 
find.  It’s  just  not  there,"  said  Iowa  running  back  Tavian 
Banks. 

No  knock  against  Michigan’s  former  mentors,  includ¬ 
ing  the  legendary  Bo  Schembechler,  but  the  Wolverines 
were  finally  embracing  the  1990’s  style  of  play,  particular¬ 
ly  with  their  defense.  It  was  almost  basketball-like.  U-M 
would  attack  and  fullcourt  press,  blitz  with  abandon  and 
force  mistake  after  mistake  after  mistake. 

No  longer  was  Michigan  a  “bend  but  don’t  break” 
defense.  Heck,  this  year’s  edition  of  the  Wolverines 
wouldn’t  even  allow  the  bend  part. 

And  it  was  in  the  Notre  Dame  game  that  the  Michigan 
defense  came  to  the  forefront. 

Oh,  there  would  be  better  days,  more  impressive  per¬ 
formances  for  this  unit  later  in  the  year.  But  against  the 
Irish,  the  Wolverine  defense  had  its  defining  moment  of 
the  season,  a  game  that  truly  showed  why  defense  wins 
championships. 

Defensively,  U-M  came  into  its  own  against  Notre 
Dame.  Ironically,  the  game  didn’t  start  out  that  way. 
Much-maligned  quarterback  Ron  Powlus  looked  sharp 
against  the  Wolverines,  especially  when  he  directed  a  98- 
yard  scoring  drive  in  the  first  half  as  the  Irish  took  a  14-7 
halftime  lead. 

Ray  called  it  a  wakeup  call  and  that  was  all  Michigan 
would  allow  the  rest  of  the  day. 

But  that  didn’t  mean  the  defense  wouldn’t  be  called 
upon.  The  Wolverines  scored  twice  right  after  halftime  to 
take  a  21-14  lead.  The  offense  sputtered  and  put  the  defense 
in  a  vulnerable  position.  Three  times  in  the  fourth  quarter 
the  offense  turned  the  ball  over  in  its  own  territory. 
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Three  times  the  defense  came  up  huge. 

“That  was  right  where  we  want  to  be,”  Steele  said. 

“Big  teams  make  big  plays.” 

The  first  time  came  after  tight  end  Aaron  Shea  fum¬ 
bled  at  Michigan’s  47-yard  line.  Notre  Dame  drove  down 
to  the  five  and  appeared  ready  to  tie  the  game,  but  defen¬ 
sive  back  Tommy  Hendricks  dove  in  front  of  tight  end 
Jabari  Holloway  for  an  interception  in  the  end  zone. 

On  U-M’s  next  possession,  Russell  Shaw  fumbled  at 
the  42.  This  time,  the  defense  held  Notre  Dame  to  three 
plays  and  out. 

The  third  and  final  fumble  was  on  a  botched  handoff 
by  Griese  at  his  own  28-yard  line.  The  Irish  drove  to  the 
19  and  had  a  fourth  down  play  They  called  on  tailback 
Autry  Denson,  but  Steele  and  James  Hall  stuffed  him  for 
no  gain. 

Three  fumbles.  Three  cracks  to  tie  the  game.  Three 
tremendous  defensive  stands  for  the  Wolverines. 

“To  turn  the  ball  over  three  times  ...  we  were  facing  a 
loss  or  at  least  overtime,”  Michigan  coach  Lloyd  Carr  said. 
“But  the  guys  on  defense  hung  together  and  fought  like 
the  devil.” 

■  ■  ■ 

“We  got  this  kid  named  Woodson,  and  I  think  he’s 
going  to  be  pretty  good,”  Carr  quipped  way  back  in  July. 

But  Charles  Woodson  was  more  than  just  good.  The 
Michigan  defense  played  as  a  team  all  year,  but  Woodson 
was  the  unquestioned  star. 

“I  think  individual  awards  are  still  a  part  of  a  team’s 
overall  success,”  Carr  said.  “Obviously,  something  like  the 
Heisman  comes  from  a  great  season  and  doing  things  in  a 
spectacular  manner,  which  Charles  certainly  did.” 

Carr  was  also  fond  of  saying  that  big  players  make  big 
plays  in  big  games. 

Woodson  certainly  did  that,  too. 

His  highlight  reel  began  churning  in  the  season  open¬ 
er,  when  he  came  up  with  an  interception  on  the  second 
series  of  the  Colorado  game. 

It  continued  in  the  Michigan  State  game,  when 
Woodson  had  a  pair  of  interceptions  —  including  one  of 


the  most  spectacular  plays  of  the  season  when  he  leaped 
high  along  the  sideline,  snared  a  Todd  Schultz  pass  with 
one  hand,  and  then  came  down  with  one  foot  inbounds. 

And,  of  course,  the  triple  threat  did  it  all  in  the  season 
finale  against  Ohio  State,  when  Woodson  wrapped  up  the 
Heisman  with  a  37-yard  reception  that  led  to  a  score,  a  78- 
yard  punt  return  for  a  touchdown,  and  an  interception  in 
the  end  zone  that  killed  an  OSU  threat. 

Said  Gophers  coach  Glen  Mason  after  his  team  was 
beaten,  24-3:  “If  there  is  a  better  football  player  in  the 
country  than  Woodson,  I’d  like  to  see  him.” 

As  it  turned  out,  there  wasn’t. 

■  ■  ■ 

Everyone  will  have  a  story  from  this  storybook  season. 
None  will  be  bigger,  or  better,  than  Michigan’s  defense. 

When  it  came  time  to  close  out  the  regular  season, 
with  the  undefeated  season,  the  No.  1  ranking,  the  Rose 
Bowl  and  the  national  championship  on  the  line  against 
archrival  Ohio  State,  the  defense  again  came  through  and 
held  off  a  furious  rally  after  TJ-M  had  taken  a  20-0  lead. 

“Even  when  we  had  the  ball  I  was  saying,  ‘Let’s  just 
punt  it  and  get  the  defense  back  out  there,’  ”  Carr  said 
after  the  game.  “We  have  a  sign  in  the  defensive  room  that 
says  ‘Offense  wins  games,  defense  wins  championships.’ 
That  was  true  today.  There  were  two  great  defenses  out 
there,  and  our  defense  won  it.” 

It  was  a  defense  that  was  the  model  of  consistency. 
James  Hall  and  Steele  started  every  game  except  one  at 
defensive  end.  Josh  Williams  started  every  game  except 
one  at  defensive  tackle.  Renes  started  every  game  at  nose 
tackle.  Woodson,  Ray  and  Hendricks  started  every  game 
in  the  secondary. 

Each  played  up  to,  and  in  many  cases  beyond,  their 
potential  and  own  expectations. 

“Something  magic  just  started  happening  to  this 
team,”  Ray  said.  “I  can’t  tell  you  when.  I  don’t  know  the 
exact  time.  But  after  the  first  game  we  could  feel  it.  After 
we  beat  Colorado  and  only  gave  them  a  field  goal,  we  had 
an  idea  that  something  was  going  to  happen.” 

That  something  was  a  national  championship. 


Minnesota  QB  Cory  Sauter  (17)  rarely  had  time  to  find  a  receiver  due  to  the  Wolverines’  pressuring  rush. 
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halfback  Chris 
Howard  (8)  ran  into 
a  dead  end  when  he 
met  up  with  this  trio 
of  Iowa  defenders  in 
the  first  half. 
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MICHIGAN  RALLIES 
TO  28-24  VICTORY 
AGAINST  IOWA  IN 
WILD  SECOND  HALF 


BY  JIM  CNOCKAERT 

NN  ARBOR  —  The  road  to  the  Big  Ten 
championship  is  going  to  get  progressively 
tougher  as  the  season  goes  on,  but  it’s  dif¬ 
ficult  to  imagine  Michigan  having  to  sur¬ 
vive  a  nastier  scare  than  the  one  Iowa  gave 
them  Saturday  at  Michigan  Stadium. 

The  No.  5  Wolverines  spotted  the  No.  15  Hawkeyes  a 
two-touchdown  halftime  lead  and  then  roared  back  to 
post  a  28-24  victory.  U-M  never  led  in  the  game  until 
tight  end  Jerame  Tuman  hauled  in  a  two-yard  pass  from 
Brian  Griese  for  the  game -winning  touchdown  with  2:55 
remaining. 

“Coach  (Lloyd)  Carr  told  us  if  we  kept  fighting  and 
believing  in  one  another,  we’d  be  able  to  come  back,  said 
linebacker  Sam  Sword,  whose  interception  of  a  Matt 
Sherman  pass  at  the  U-M  15-yard  line  with  31  seconds 
remaining  clinched  the  victory. 

“We  were  never  nervous.  Coach  Carr  asked  us  (at  half¬ 
time)  if  there  was  anyone  in  the  room  who  didn’t  think  we 
could  come  back.  We  all  knew  we  could.  We  rallied 
around  each  other.  We  knew  we  d  be  all  right  if  we  just 
hung  together.” 

The  victory  enabled  the  Wolverines  to  keep  then- 
record  perfect  (6-0,  3-0  in  the  Big  Ten). 

The  loss  was  Iowa’s  second  in  a  row,  and  it  virtually 
eliminated  the  Hawkeyes  (4-2, 1-2  in  the  Big  Ten)  from 
title  contention  in  the  Big  Ten. 

Thanks  to  an  abysmal  first  half  by  U-M,  however,  even 
that  was  almost  good  enough.  The  Wolverines  spotted  the 
Hawkeyes  a  21-7  halftime  advantage,  thanks  to  four 


Iowa  had  a  lot  to  cheer  about  in  the  first  half  as  it 
stifled  U-M’s  Charles  Woodson  (2). 


65 


LON  HORWEDEl 


turnovers,  six  penalties  and  two  special-teams  blunders, 
including  giving  up  Tim  Dwight’s  61-yard  punt  return 
touchdown  just  before  intermission. 

“The  thing  we’d  talked  about  all  week  was  eliminating 
big  plays  and  turnovers,  and  we  gave  up  a  lot  of  both  in 
that  first  half,"  Carr  said.  “But  our  kids  kept  their  poise 
and  showed  great  courage  in  the  second  half.  I’m  not  sure 
how  we  won  it,  but  I  don’t  remember  a  better  comeback." 

The  Wolverines  got  it  on  the  opening  drive  of  the  sec¬ 
ond  half,  when  they  marched  67  yards  in  eight  plays. 
Griese,  who’cl  thrown  a  season-high  three  interceptions  in 
the  first  half,  completed  three  passes  during  the  drive, 
including  a  10-yarder  to  Russell  Shaw  for  the  touchdown. 

“Obviously,  that  first  half  was  my  worst  since  I’ve  been 
here,  but  I  never  lost  confidence  in  myself,”  Griese  said.  “I 
never  lost  confidence  in  the  offense,  either." 

U-M  tied  the  game  two  possessions  later,  moving  71 
yards  in  six  running  plays.  Most  of  that  yardage  came  on 
the  Wolverines’  longest  offensive  play  of  the  season  I-  a 
58-yard  scamper  down  the  U-M  sideline  by  freshman  tail¬ 
back  Anthony  Thomas,  who  rushed  for  129  yards. 

Griese  capped  the  drive  by  sneaking  over  from 
the  1-yard  line  on  fourth  down  with  3:11  left  in.  the  third 
quarter. 

Dwight  struck  again  on  the  ensuing  kickoff,  racing  72 
yards  down  the  same  sideline  before  freshman  DeWayne 
Patmon  knocked  him  out  of  bounds.  The  return  set  up 
Zach  Bromert’s  38-yard  field  goal  with  35  seconds  remain¬ 
ing  in  the  quarter. 

After  stalling  on  their  next  two  possessions,  the 
Wolverines  began  their  winning  drive  with  7:25  to  play. 
The  77-yard  drive  began  badly  —  U-M  lost  six  yards  on 
its  first  two  plays  —  but  a  pass  interference  penalty  gave 
the  Wolverines  a  first  down  and  new  life  at  their  own  30. 

After  two  short  running  plays  by  Thomas,  Griese  hit 
Tuman  twice  down  the  U-M  sideline  —  first  for  20  yards 
and  then  for  15.  Thomas  ran  four  more  times  to  take  U-M 
to  the  Iowa  2.  On  third  down,  Griese  rolled  right,  away 
from  pressure,  and  fired  to  Tuman,  who  was  all  alone  near 
the  back  of  the  end  zone. 

Michigan  receiver  Russell  Shaw  (4)  celebrates 
his  third-quarter  touchdown  catch. 
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MICHIGAN  VS.  IOWA 


A  TALE  OF 
TWO  HALVES 

BY  BRIAN  MULHERIN 

HE  MICHIGAN  FOOTBALL  TEAM  made 
one  of  the  greatest  comebacks  in  school 
history  on  Saturday  in  its  28-24  victory 
over  Iowa.  But  an  exciting  second  half 
became  necessary  after  what  was  easily 
the  worst  half  of  football  in  the  Lloyd  Carr  era. 

The  Wolverines  turned  the  ball  over  four  times  in  the 
first  half,  allowed  a  blocked  punt  and  had  65  of  their  70 
penalty  yards  assessed  in  the  first  half. 

“Our  game  plan  was  simply  to  eliminate  big  plays, 
don't  turn  the  ball  over  and  it’ll  come  our  way,”  said  Carr. 
“We  gave  them  a  lot  of  big  plays  and  turned  the  ball  over.” 


Michigan’s  troubles  started  on  its  fourth  drive  of  the 
game.  The  offense  took  over  at  midfield  but  was  unable  to 
move  the  ball  on  the  ground,  and  Brian  Griese  was  inter¬ 
cepted  by  Iowa  safety  Kerry  Cooks  when  he  went  to  the 
air. 

The  interception  was  only  the  second  of  the  season  for 
Griese,  his  first  since  Sept.  13  against  Colorado.  But  it  was 
only  the  first  of  his  three  on  the  day. 

When  Carr  was  asked  if  he  thought  about  replacing 
Griese,  his  response  was  to  the  point. 

“Are  you  crazy?”  Carr  asked.  “But  I  was  going  to  kill 
him.” 

On  the  first  play  of  the  second  quarter  the  Michigan 
offense  threatened,  but  a  second  Griese  interception  halt¬ 
ed  the  drive. 

The  defense’s  turn  to  falter  came  next,  as  Iowa’s 
Tavian  Banks  broke  through  for  a  53-yard  touchdown  — 
the  longest  play  of  the  season  against  the  Michigan 
defenders  —  on  the  ensuing  possession. 

The  Wolverines  evened  the  score  on  their  next  drive, 


Frustrated  Hawkeyes:  Iowa  QB  Matt  Sherman’s 
final  interception  killed  any  chance  of  a  comeback. 

but  were  in  for  still  more  problems. 

Griese’s  third  interception  was  intended  for  Shaw  but 
was  picked  off  by  Iowa’s  Ed  Gibson.  Gibson  took  the  ball 
on  the  Iowa  35-yard  line  went  64  yards  before  Jerame 
Tuman  tripped  him  up  at  Iowa  1.  Iowa’s  Mike  Burger  went 
in  to  put  Iowa  up,  13-7. 

Chris  Howard  fumbled  back  to  Iowa,  which  ran  a 
minute  off  the  clock,  leaving  Michigan  at  its  own  4 -yard 
line  with  1:08  in  the  half. 

Three  runs  didn’t  eat  enough  clock  and  Vinson  punted 
to  the  Iowa  41,  from  where  Tim  Dwight  brought  it  back  61 
yards  for  a  2T7  Iowa  lead. 

“At  the  end  of  the  half,  we  went  down  there  and  I 
thought  we  could  run  the  clock  and  we  end  up  getting  a 
return  for  a  touchdown,”  Carr  said.  “I  was  afraid  to  put 
the  ball  in  the  air  because  we  had  turned  it  over  so  much, 
but  in  hindsight  I’d  say  that  was  a  bad  decision.” 
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14 
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28 

Iowa  Banks  3 

run  (BROMERT  KICK) 
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Streets  15  pass  from  Griese 

(BAKER  KICK) 

Iowa 

Burger  1  run  (kick  failed) 
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Dwight  61  punt  return 

(KNIPPER  2-POINT  CONVERSION) 

Michigan 

Shaw  10  pass  from  Griese 

(BAKER  KICK) 

Wfirhigan 

Griese  1  run  (baker  kick) 
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FG  Bromert  38 
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Team  Statistics 

Iowa 

Michigan 

Rushes-yards 

31-101 

52-224 

Passing  yards 

86 

165 

Sacked-yards  lost 

3-14 

5-27 

Return  yards 

194 

70 

Passes 

8-21-3 

15-27-3 

Punts 

8-43.3 

7-38.7 

Penalties-yards 

7-56 

7-80 

Time  of  possession 

24:42 

35:18 

Individual  Statistics 

Rushing:  Iowa — Banks  19-99,  Burger  4-10,  Dwight  1- 
minus  2,  Sherman  7-minus  6.  Michigan — Thomas  20- 
129,  Howard  13-81,  C  Williams  11-43,  Griese  8-minus  29. 

Passing:  Iowa — Sherman  8-21-3  86.  Michigan — Griese 
15-26-3-165,  Thomas  0-1-0-0. 

Receiving:  Iowa — Banks  2-35,  D  Gibson  2-31,  Burger  2- 
4,  Knipper  1-9,  Dwight  1-7.  Michigan — Tuman  7-85,  C 
Williams  3-31,  Shaw  2-26,  Streets  2-24.  Howard  1 
minus  1. 
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■  Wolverine  halfback 
Chris  Howard  (8)  is 
congratulated  by  his 
teammates  after 
scoring  on  a  2-yard  run 
in  the  fourth  quarter  of 
U-M’s  23-7  victory. 


■  : 


MICHIGAN  VS.  MICHIGAN  STATE 


U-M  DEFENSE  GETS 
REVENGE  OVER 
RIVAL  SPARTANS; 
BEST  START  SINCE  ’86 


BY  JIM  CNOCKAERT 


EAST  LANSING  — Just  when  you  think 
you’ve  seen  everything  from  the  Michigan 
defense  this  season,  along  comes  a  perfor- 
mance  that  dwarfs  the  previous  six  games. 
Sparked  by  six  interceptions,  including 
two  by  the  amazing  Charles  Woodson,  the  defense  again 
back-stopped  the  Wolverines  to  a  23-7  victory  against 
archrival  Michigan  State  on  Saturday. 

“It’s  pretty  obvious  what  happened  on  the  field 
(Saturday),”  MSU  coach  Nick  Saban  said.  “Michigan’s  a 
good  football  team.  Their  defense  played  outstanding.  We 
had  a  tough  time  blocking  them  when  we  tried  to  run, 
and  we  had  a  tough  time  blocking  them  when  we  tried  to 
throw. 

“Everybody  (on  our  team)  wanted  to  win,  but  basically 
we  didn’t  get  the  kind  of  execution  you  need  to  get  to  be 
able  to  beat  a  good  football  team.” 

The  U-M  defense  had  a  lot  to  do  with  that.  Just  how 
dominating  were  the  Wolverines?  Here’s  a  rundown: 

MSU  rushed  for  just  95  yards.  That  was  a  season  low, 
as  was  the  Spartans’  272  total  yards.  Tailback  Sedrick 
Irvin  finished  with  81  yards. 

The  six  interceptions  —  two  each  by  Woodson  and 
Marcus  Ray  and  one  apiece  by  Andre  Weathers  and 
DiAllo  Johnson  —  tied  school  records  both  at  U-M  and 
MSU.  The  last  time  U-M  did  it  was  in  1984  during  a  22-14 
win  against  Miami  (Fla). 

The  Wolverines  held  the  Spartans  to  83  yards  and  no 


points  in  the  second  half.  It  was  the  fourth  time  this  sea¬ 
son  U-M  has  shut  out  an  opponent  in  the  second  half.  No 
team  has  scored  on  U-M  in  the  fourth  quarter. 

“They  have  a  great  defense,  certainly  as  good  as  adver¬ 
tised,”  MSU  quarterback  Todd  Schultz  said. 

Though  Woodson  said  that  some  off-the-field  com¬ 
ments  by  the  Spartans  helped  to  fire  up  the  Wolverines 
Saturday,  he  said  that  he  and  his  defensive  mates  were 
determined  to  atone  for  their  failures  two  seasons  ago  in 
Spartan  Stadium.  In  that  game,  the  Spartans  twice  drove 
nearly  the  length  of  the  field  for  touchdowns  that  pulled 
out  a  28-25  upset  win. 

“We  really  didn’t  need  any  extra  fuel  for  the  fire,” 
Woodson  said.  “We  wanted  to  eat  those  guys  up.  They 
were  not  going  to  run  the  ball  on  our  defense. 

“Considering  what  happened  two  years  ago,  this  was 
probably  the  most  satisfying  win  I’ve  been  a  part  of.  I 
can’t  describe  the  feeling  when  we  got  beat  the  last  time. 
We  were  not  going  to  let  that  happen  again.” 

The  victory  lifted  the  No.  5  Wolverines  to  7-0  —  their 
best  start  since  1986  —  and  4-0  in  the  Big  Ten.  The  No.  15 
Spartans  fell  to  5-2  and  2-2  in  the  Big  Ten. 

The  Spartans  grabbed  the  early  momentum  and  a  7-3 
lead  after  backup  quarterback  Bill  Burke  tossed  a  22-yard 
touchdown  pass  off  a  faked  field-goal  attempt  to  a  wide- 
open  Irvin.  In  one  of  the  few  mistakes  it  made  all  after¬ 
noon,  the  U-M  defense  failed  to  account  for  Irvin  when  he 
pretended  to  trot  off  the  field  on  the  play. 


Michigan’s  Kelvin  Bryant  (22)  blocked  a  Spartan  punt  in  the  end  zone,  but  the  play  was  called  back. 
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State’s  Sedrick  Irvin  (33),  who  scored  the  Spartans’  only  TD,  rarely  found  running  room. 
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“I  usually  check  (down)  the  line,  but  for  some  reason  I 
didn’t  on  that  play,"  Woodson  admitted.  “They  made  a 
great  play  and  caught  us  off  guard.  But  we  believed  all 
along  that  to  get  into  the  end  zone  (Saturday),  somehow 
they  would  have  to  trick  us.” 

U-M’s  offense  regained  the  momentum  on  its  final 
possession  of  the  first  half,  and  it  didn’t  have  to  resort  to 
any  tricks  to  do  it. 

Sticking  strictly  to  the  ground,  the  Wolverines  drove 
95  yards  in  11  plays  to  set  up  Brian  Griese’s  one-yard 
sneak  with  47  seconds  remaining.  It  was  the  longest  scor¬ 
ing  drive  of  the  season  for  the  Wolverines,  who  have  put 
together  six  drives  of  87  yards  or  more. 

Senior  tailback  Chris  Howard  had  runs  of  10  and  51 
yards  on  the  first  two  plays  to  get  the  Wolverines  out  of 
trouble,  and  MSU  helped  by  committing  two  costly 
penalties  later  during  the  drive,  including  one  for 
unsportsmanlike  conduct  the  play  before  the  touchdown. 

“When  we’re  in  the  shadow  of  our  end  zone  like  that, 
we’re  determined  to  get  the  ball  out  of  there,”  Griese  said. 
“I’m  not  sure  exactly  what  happened,  but  our  offensive 
line  did  a  great  job." 

Weathers’  interception  set  up  Kraig  Baker’s  second 
field  goal  of  the  game,  a  30-yarder  with  5:58  left  in  the 
third  quarter.  But  the  Wolverines  squandered  Woodson’s 
first  interception  —  a  leaping  one-handed  grab  along  the 
U-M  sideline  —  when  Baker’s  38-yard  try  hooked  wide  to 
the  left  with  15  seconds  left  in  the  quarter. 

Woodson  got  the  ball  right  back,  however,  when  he 
cut  inside  a  receiver  to  intercept  a  Schultz  pass  at  the 
MSU  33.  After  three  plays  and  a  pass  interference  penalty 
against  the  Spartans  in  the  end  zone  gave  U-M  the  ball  at 
the  MSU  2,  Howard  dove  over  left  guard  to  give  U-M  a 
20-7  lead  with  12:26  to  play. 

Baker’s  27-yard  field  goal  with  7:40  remaining  capped  . 
the  scoring. 

The  Wolverines  finished  with  275  yards.  Griese  was 
lO-of-17  passing  for  102  yards.  Howard  carried  21  times  for 
110  yards  —  the  sixth  100-yard  game  of  his  career.  Most 
importantly,  the  Wolverines  did  not  commit  a  turnover. 

But  the  day  belonged  to  the  defense. 

“You  just  can’t  say  enough  about  those  guys,”  Griese 
said.  “They’ve  been  the  strength  of  this  team  all  season.” 


U-M  OFFENSE 
ALSO  CAN 
PLAY  IN  A 
CRUNCH 

BY  JIM  CNOCKAERT 

TO  PARAPHRASE  the  old  Federal  Express 
commercial:  When  the  Michigan  offense 
absolutely,  positively  has  to  get  the  job 
done,  it’s  done  it. 

The  many  exploits  of  U  M’s  defense 
have  overshadowed  the  offense  all  season,  and  rightly  so. 
The  defense,  which  turns  in  amazing  performance  after 
amazing  performance,  is  the  No.  1  reason  the  Wolverines 
have  returned  to  the  ranks  of  the  nation’s  elite. 

But  the  offense  has  steadily  —  though  not  often  spec¬ 
tacularly  —  contributed  to  U-M’s  strong  start.  Simply, 
the  offense  continues  to  perform  better  than  expected. 

Surprisingly,  it’s  done  it  under  the  worst  of  circum¬ 
stances  and,  quite  often,  in  spite  of  itself. 

The  offense  rallied  the  Wolverines  against  Notre  Dame 
with  a  pair  of  third-quarter  touchdowns.  It  put 
Northwestern  away  with  10  fourth-quarter  points.  It 
overcame  a  2T7  halftime  deficit  a  week  ago  against  Iowa. 

“When  we  need  to  each  week,  we’re  able  to  get  some¬ 
thing  going,”  U-M  senior  tailback  Chris  Howard  said. 

For  some  strange  reason,  the  Wolverines  have  been 
able  to  do  it  when  they’ve  had  to  start  in  the  shadow  of 
their  own  end  zone.  Six  times  this  season,  U-M  has  driven 
87  or  more  yards  for  touchdowns. 

The  Wolverines  put  together  their  longest  drive  of  the 
season  Saturday  —  a  95-yarder  in  11  plays  that  gave  U-M  a 
10-7  lead  just  before  halftime  and  effectively  seized  the 
momentum  from  the  Spartans. 

“That  was  the  turning  point,”  U-M  coach  Lloyd  Carr 
said.  “It  was  a  tremendous  drive  that  was  well- executed.” 
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GAME  7  MICHIGAN  VS.  MICHIGAN  STATE 


The  first  play  —  a  lOyard  run  by  Howard  —  immedT 
ately  silenced  the  boisterous  Spartan  Stadium  crowd.  The 
second  play  —  a  51-yard  run  by  Howard  —  then  set  up 
the  touchdown  that  effectively  broke  the  Spartans’  backs. 

It  was  as  critical  a  drive  as  the  Wolverines  had  put 
together  all  season.  Had  the  Spartans  been  able  to  main- 
tain  their  7' 3  lead,  the  second  half  might  have  been  differ- 
ent.  Instead,  U-M  was  able  to  turn  the  game  over  to  its 
defense,  which  held  the  Spartans  scoreless  in  the  second 
half  —  something  it  had  done  to  three  other  foes. 

“That  touchdown  really  got  us  fired  up  at  the  half,” 
U-M  senior  co-captain  Jon  Jansen  said.  “In  a  game  like 
this,  you  look  for  any  lift  you  can  get.  That  drive  helped 
do  it  for  us.” 

And  U-M  offensive  coaches,  who  have  done  an  excel¬ 
lent  job  all  season  of  keeping  defenses  off  balance  by 
spreading  the  ball  around  in  the  passing  game,  temporari¬ 
ly  reverted  to  old  form  Saturday  by  keeping  the  offense 
grounded  in  the  third  quarter  when  it  had  a  chance  to 
bury  the  Spartans. 

That  lasted  for  two  series  —  until  Kraig  Baker  missed 
a  38-yard  field-goal  attempt  that  would  have  put  U-M  up 
by  nine  points. 

Then,  after  the  Wolverines  got  the  ball  back  the  next 
time,  they  struck  through  the  air  to  set  up  the  touchdown 
that  clinched  the  victory. 

“After  Baker  missed,  I  was  second-guessing  myself,” 
Carr  said.  “I  should  have  taken  a  shot  at  a  touchdown.  But 
that’s  a  tough  defense  to  beat  deep.” 

Maybe  so,  but  when  the  Wolverines  were  in  a  must 
situation  in  the  fourth  quarter,  they  came  through  —  just 
as  they  did  in  the  second  quarter,  just  as  they  have  done 
all  season. 

The  old  saying  is  that  defenses  win  championships. 
The  Wolverines  appear  to  have  a  defense  that  will  do  just 
that. 

But  the  defense  can’t  do  it  alone,  even  when  it  inter¬ 
cepts  six  passes. 

When  the  Wolverines  have  absolutely  and  positively 
needed  it,  the  offense  has  been  there. 

U-M  freshman  halfback  Anthony  Thomas  lunges 
for  extra  yardage  in  the  fourth  quarter. 


WOODSON 
STATES  HIS 
CASE  FOR 
HEISMAN 


BY  RICH  THOMASELLI 


HIS  IS  WHERE  Charles  Woodson  needed 
to  come  to  earn  redemption,  to  exorcise 
his  freshman  demons. 

To  have  done  it  so  spectacularly  was  an 
added  bonus  for  the  best  player  in  America. 

There  are  days  when  legends  are  created,  when  memo- 
ries  are  made.  Saturday  was  such  a  day.  Saturday  was  the 
day  people  will  recall  as  the  day  Woodson  made  The 
Interception. 

But  first,  Woodson  had  to  take  care  of  some  business 
from  the  past. 

“Coming  in  here  my  freshman  year  was  a  bad  experi¬ 
ence,"  Woodson  said  Saturday  outside  Spartan  Stadium, 
where  he  single  handedly  —  literally  —  led  Michigan  to  a 
23-7  win  over  Michigan  State.  “Two  years  ago,  not  good. 
But  we  got  a  bad  taste  out  of  our  mouth.  I  got  a  bad  taste 
out  of  my  mouth.” 

Two  years  ago,  MSU  and  quarterback  Tony  Banks 
picked  on  Woodson  like  an  annoying  little  brother.  And 
in  the  end,  with  the  game  on  the  line,  it  was  Woodson 
who  failed  to  come  up  with  the  big  play.  Twice  in  the 
fourth  quarter,  the  Spartans  engineered  long  drives  for 
touchdowns  in  a  28-25  win. 

On  the  first  drive,  Banks  hit  Nygea  Carter  with  a  TD 
pass  after  Carter  beat  the  cover  guy. 

The  cover  guy?  Woodson. 

On  the  second  drive,  MSU’s  Derrick  Mason  caught  a 
pass  inside  the  10-yard  line  that  set  up  the  winning  touch¬ 
down  with  1:24  left. 

The  pass  was  tipped  when  the  cover  guy  went  for  an 
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interception  when  he  should  have  battered  the  ball  away. 

The  cover  guy?  Woodson. 

“I  had  a  play  in  that  game  where,  if  I  come  down  with 
the  interception,  we  win  the  game.  I  didn’t  make  that 
play,”  Woodson  said.  “Today,  I  was  determined  not  to  let 
that  happen  to  myself  again.” 

It  didn’t  happen.  For  the  first  time  this  season  since 
the  opener,  somebody  challenged  Woodson.  Somebody 
remembered  how  Woodson  didn’t  get  the  job  done  two 
years  ago.  Somebody  got  pumped  up  full  of  ego  and  decid¬ 
ed  to  test  the  best  player  in  America. 

Somebody  failed. 

Late  in  the  third  quarter  and  early  in  the  fourth  quar¬ 
ter,  with  the  game  still  on  the  line,  Woodson  earned 
redemption. 

Years  from  now  there  will  be  279,687  fans  who  will 
saw  they  were  there  to  see  The  Interception.  And  they  all 
will  forget  that  The  Interception,  in  capital  letters,  didn’t 
lead  to  a  touchdown  like  the  interception,  with  small  let¬ 
ters,  eventually  did  in  the  fourth  quarter. 

No  matter.  As  long  as  they  remember  the  brilliance, 
that’s  all  that  really  matters. 

In  the  third  quarter,  Woodson  intercepted  MSU  quar¬ 
terback  Todd  Schultz  for  the  first  time.  That’s  how  it 
looks  in  the  books.  In  reality,  it  was  an  incredible  play  in 
which  Woodson  leaped  high  along  the  sidelines,  reached 
skyward  with  his  arm  and  hauled  in  the  pass  with  one 
hand,  and  then  had  the  presence  of  mind  to  keep  one  foot 
inbounds  when  he  came  down. 

It  was  a  play  that  even  Michigan  State  fans  were  in 
awe  of,  not  to  mention  Woodson’s  teammates. 

“When  I  saw  it,  my  heart  just  dropped.  I  was  like,  ‘Oh 
my  God!’  ”  said  Sam  Sword.  “But  you  know  what?  We 
expect  those  kind  of  plays  from  Woodson.” 

And  why  not? 

This  year,  the  best  player  in  college  football  leaps  tall 
sidelines  in  a  single  bound  and  grabs  interceptions  with 
one  hand.  This  year,  the  best  player  in  college  football 
doesn’t  wear  blue  tights  and  a  red  cape  on  his  back.  He 
wears  maize  pants  and  No.  2. 

Charles  Woodson  (2)  steps  in  front  of  State 
receiver  Octavius  Long  for  his  second  interception. 


Michigan  3  7  3  10  23 
Mich.  St.  7  0  0  0  7 


Michigan  FG  Baker  30 


Mich.  St. 

Irvin  22  pass  from  Burke 

(GARDNER  KICK) 

Michigan 

Griese  1  run  (baker  kick) 

Michigan 

FG  Baker  30 

Michigan 

Howard  2  run  (baker  kick) 

Mich.  St.  FG  Baker  27 


Team  Statistics 

Michigan 

Mich.  St. 

First  Downs 

15 

14 

Rushes-yards 

50-173 

29-95 

Passing  yards 

102 

177 

Sacked-yards  lost 

1-4 

2-13 

Return  yards 

87 

10 

Passes 

10-17-0 

21-38-6 

Punts 

6-39.3 

6-39.3 

Penal  ties-yards 

11-75 

10-96 

Time  of  possession 

33:22 

26:38 

Individual  Statistics 

Rushing:  Michigan — Howard  21T10,  Williams  9-33, 
Thomas  12-22,  Floyd  3-11,  Griese  3-minus-l,  Shaw  1- 
minus-1,  Kapsner  1-minus  1.  Michigan  State — -Irvin  20- 
81,  McFadden  2-15,  Renaud  4  11,  Ornstein  1-1,  Burke  2- 
minus  13. 

Passing:  Michigan — Griese  10-17-0-102.  Michigan 
State:  Schultz  16-30-5-130,  Burke  5-8-1-47. 

Receiving:  Michigan — Streets  3-30,  Howard  3-21, 
Tuman,  2-14,  C  Williams  1-26,  Shea  1-11.  Michigan 
State — Irvin  9-77,  Renaud  6-32,  Ranee  2-38,  Long  2-16, 
Richardson  1-9,  Scott,  1-5. 
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HEN  MICHIGAN  COACH  Lloyd 
Carr  anointed  Brian  Griese  as  his 
starting  quarterback  before  the  1997 
season  opener  against  Colorado,  he 
talked  only  in  the  most  general  terms 

about  his  decision. 

Speculation  abounded  about  Carr’s  reasoning: 

■  Griese  was  No.  1  at  the  end  of  the  1996  season,  and 
none  of  the  other  quarterbacks  elevated  his  play  enough 
to  take  the  job  away. 

■  By  playing  Griese,  who  would  exhaust  his  eligibility  at 
the  end  of  the  season,  Carr  could  again  audition  for  a 
quarterback  in  1998.  That  would  open  the  door  for  incom- 
ing  freshman  Drew  Henson  of  Brighton,  Mich.,  who  many 
believe  will  make  an  immediate  impact  the  way  Peyton 
Manning  did  during  his  freshman  season  at  the  University 
of  Tennessee. 

■  Griese  won  the  job  by  default  because  Scott  Dreisbach, 
the  team’s  other  veteran  and  last  season’s  regular  starter, 
never  recovered  physically  or  mentally  from  the  beating 
he  took  late  in  the  1996  season  in  losses  to  Purdue  and 
Penn  State. 

■  Like  most  coaches,  Carr  felt  most  comfortable  starting 
one  of  his  veterans,  especially  because  his  team  faced  a 
difficult  non' conference  schedule.  With  Dreisbach  both¬ 
ered  by  a  sore  right  wrist,  Carr  had  no  choice  but  to  go 
with  Griese. 

Any  and  all  of  those  theories  made  some  sense,  but,  as 


the  season  would  prove,  Carr  made  his  decision  based  on 
the  most  simple  and  obvious  of  reasons:  Griese  had  earned 
the  job. 

Griese  was  the  reliable  trigger  man  on  an  offense  that 
improved  week  to  week.  He  completed  better  than  60 
percent  of  his  passes.  He  earned  first-team  All- Big  Ten 
honors.  Most  important,  he  helped  U-M  gain  its  first 
national  championship  in  five  decades. 

It  v/as  an  amazing  rise  to  prominence  and  a  sensation¬ 
al  end  to  a  roller-coaster  career.  He  was  a  player  who  had 
struggled  with  consistency  two  seasons  ago,  was  kicked 
off  the  team  for  a  time  the  following  spring  after  getting 
in  trouble  with  the  law  and  then  had  watched  from  the 
sidelines  during  most  of  the  1996  season. 

Though  his  role  with  the  Wolverines  changed  in  three 
seasons  from  mid-season  replacement  to  backup  and 
pooch  punter  to  full-time  starter,  Griese’s  goal  never  did. 
No  matter  what,  he  said,  he  wanted  to  do  whatever  he 
could  to  help  the  Wolverines  get  back  to  the  Rose  Bowl. 

“When  I  wrote  that  goal  last  year,  I  had  no  idea  what 
my  role  would  be,”  he  said.  “This  year,  I  had  a  better  idea 
what  my  role  would  be,  but  my  goal  was  still  the  same. 

It’s  the  only  goal.” 

Though  Griese  often  said  he  was  unimpressed  with  his 
performance  in  1997,  it  was  sometimes  compared  to  that 
of  former  Northwestern  quarterback  Steve  Schnur,  who 
led  his  Wildcats  to  back-to-back  Big  Ten  championships. 

“Someone  asked  me  to  compare  Brian  to  Steve,  I  see  a 


U-M  quarterback  Brian  Griese  sprints  40  yards  down  the  sideline  against  Penn  State. 
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After  a  difficult  first  half  against  Iowa,  Griese  rallied  the  Wolverines  to  a  24-21  victory. 


lor  of  similarities.”  Northwestern  coach  Gary  Barnett  said 
during  the  season.  “Brian  struggled  his  sophomore  season, 
and  so  did  Steve.  But  he  learned  from  that. 

“Steve’s  senior  year  ...  he  did  not  make  mistakes.  He 
played  with  the  group  he  had  around  him.  Now,  Brian’s 
making  plays  and  he’s  the  guy.  He’s  getting  them  into  the 
end  zone  with  effectiveness.  Steve  was  the  same  way  for 
us.  He  was  a  guy  the  kids  could  really  relate  to.” 

Schnur  never  compiled  impressive  statistics  like 


Danny  Wuerffel  or  Peyton  Manning,  but  he  won  games 
and  championships.  As  Griese  discovered  in  1997,  those 
are  the  only  stats  that  really  matter. 

Those  comparisons  to  Schnur  were  not  lost  on  Griese. 
He  made  the  second  start  of  his  career  two  years  ago 
against  the  Wildcats  at  Michigan  Stadium,  and  he  played 
what  he  considers  the  worst  game  of  his  career.  Schnur 
rallied  his  team  in  the  fourth  quarter  to  a  19-13  victory. 

“That  entire  fourth  quarter  was  horrible,”  Griese 
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recalled.  “I  was  young,  and  I  made  mistakes.  But  I  learned 
from  them.  Things  were  definitely  easier  than  two  years 
ago.  A  lot  of  times,  I  wasn’t  sure  what  I  was  doing.  Things 
happen  so  quickly  in  a  game.  The  decisions  you  have  to 
make  in  an  instant  can  affect  the  entire  game.” 

Before  the  Wolverines  took  on  Northwestern  in  ’97  — 
a  game  U-M  won  23-6  —  Carr  watched  tapes  of  that  ’95 
Northwestern  game.  He  said  he  was  amazed  at  the  trans- 
formation  he  saw  in  Griese’s  game. 

“I  think  it’s  important  to  point  out  that  coaches  know 
that  developing  a  quarterback  takes  time.  I  don’t  care  how 
talented  you  are,”  Carr  said.  “Most  quarterbacks  go  to 
school  thinking  that  being  a  quarterback  is  almost  exclu¬ 
sively  defined  by  throwing  the  ball  —  how  hard  you  can 
throw  it. 

“The  truth  is,  it  has  a  lot  more  to  do  with  your  huddle 
command,  your  taking  charge  and  knowing  the  offense, 
your  ability  to  communicate  and  check  off  at  the  line  of 
scrimmage,  your  ability  to  make  quick  decisions  under 
tremendous  pressure.  Those  are  things  that  take  time. 
They  take  repetition,  and  Brian  Griese  developed  leaps 
and  bounds  from  where  he  was  in  that  (Northwestern) 
game  two  years  ago.” 

Griese’s  transformation  as  a  quarterback  eventually 
would  mirror  his  transformation  as  a  person.  Off  the  field 
as  on  it,  crisis  proved  to  be  the  catalyst  for  change. 

He  was  suspended  from  the  team  in  1996  and  missed 
the  spring  game  after  he  smashed  a  window  at  Score 
Keepers,  a  campus  bar.  He  was  arrested  and  eventually 
pleaded  guilty  to  a  reduced  charge  of  malicious  destruc¬ 
tion  of  property.  As  part  of  his  sentence,  he  paid  $900  for 
the  window  and  $100  in  fines  and  court  costs,  and  he  was 
ordered  to  submit  to  a  substance  abuse  evaluation. 

Penance  was  the  easy  part,  though  the  public  embar¬ 
rassment  certainly  was  not.  Returning  to  the  team  and 
putting  himself  into  a  position  to  compete  again  was  the 
hard  part. 

Carr  is  fond  of  using  little  sayings  to  impart  advice  to 
his  players.  Griese  said  he  liked  to  keep  one  in  particular 
in  mind:  “What  you  do  speaks  so  loudly  that  I  can’t  hear 
what  you’re  saying.” 

During  the  ’96  season,  that  saying  became  Griese’s 
mantra.  He  knew  he’d  be  watched  carefully,  not  so  much 


by  the  people  outside  the  U-M  program,  but  by  his  coach 
es  and  teammates.  Nothing  he  would  say,  he  was  certain, 
could  overshadow  how  he  conducted  himself  and  how  he 
performed. 

“It  was  a  weird  situation,”  he  admitted.  “I  had  never 
faced  a  negative  situation  like  that  before,  but  I  got  a  lot 
of  support  from  my  father  and  Coach  Carr.  They  told  me 
I’d  made  a  mistake,  but  that  I  couldn’t  let  it  affect  me. 

“When  all  that  happened,  I  wasn’t  even  sure  if  I’d  be 
on  the  team  any  more.  That’s  a  real  awakening.  I  realized 
it  was  time  to  grow  up,  that  it  was  time  to  make  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  the  rest  of  my  career  here." 

What  made  sticking  to  the  commitment  difficult  was 
that  Griese  was  relegated  to  second  (and  sometimes 
third)  string  after  having  started  nine  games  the  previous 
season.  But  he  became  the  team’s  designated  pooch 
punter,  a  role  in  which  he  excelled,  and  he  waited  for  his 
opportunity  to  get  back  under  center. 

That  opportunity  came  in  relief  of  Dreisbach  in  the 
season’s  final  two  games.  Griese  was  unable  to  rally  the 
Wolverines  against  Penn  State,  but  he  did  in  the  finale  at 
Ohio  State.  His  69-yard  touchdown  pass  to  Tai  Streets  on 
the  second  play  of  the  second  half  sparked  a  13  9,  come- 
from-behind  victory  against  the  Buckeyes. 

“Like  all  of  us  have  done,  Brian  made  a  mistake,”  Carr 
said  of  the  incident  at  the  downtown  bar.  “But  in  retro¬ 
spect,  when  he  looks  back  at  it  someday,  he’ll  see  it  as  a 
point  where  he  learned  a  great  deal. 

“Where  he  earned  my  respect  was  what  he  did  a  year 
ago.  He  was  relegated  to  a  backup  role,  but  he  maintained 
a  tremendous  work  ethic.  He  did  not  pout  or  mope.  He 
was  not  a  distraction. 

“When  he  did  get  a  chance  to  play,  he  did  a  tremen 
dous  job  of  leading  a  comeback  in  our  biggest  game.  Then 
he  played  very  well  in  our  bowl  loss  to  Alabama.  In  those 
two  games,  he  earned  the  respect  of  everyone  around 
him." 

He  also  put  himself  into  the  position  of  having  to 
make  a  difficult  decision:  Should  he  come  back  for  a  fifth 
season  with  no  guarantee  that  he’d  be  the  starter,  or  get 
on  with  life  after  college  using  his  degree  in  environmen 
tal  policy?  He  returned  to  Michigan. 

“Once  I  made  the  decision,  1  never  looked  back  on  it,” 
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he  said.  “I  never  regretted  it.  This  season  was  a  once-in-a- 
lifetime  opportunity.  I  might  have  regretted  it  had  I  not 
come  back  and  we’d  had  this  kind  of  season.” 

U'M  quarterbacks  coach  Stan  Parrish  said  Griese’s 
determination  to  start,  his  willingness  to  work  hard  for 
that  opportunity  and  his  overall  improvement  since  the 
Outback  Bowl  helped  him  clinch  the  start  against 
Colorado.  His  performance  in  that  game  was  sensational, 
as  he  completed  21  of  28  passes  for  258  yards  and  two 
touchdowns.  His  only  interception  came  off  a  tipped  pass. 

Parrish  said  he  saw  Griese’s  greatest  improvement  in 
his  practice  routine.  Though  he  was  a  fifth-year  senior, 
Griese  worked  hard  each  day  on  his  footwork  and 
mechanics.  His  intensity  and  focus  was  better  than  in  pre¬ 
vious  seasons.  He  spent  hours  studying  film. 

“Brian  has  a  feel  for  what  we  want  to  do  and  what 
opponents  will  try  to  do  to  stop  it,”  Parrish  said  during 
the  season.  “He  understands  what  options  the  defense  has 
and  how  he  should  react  to  that.  If  a  quarterback  has 
done  those  mental  gymnastics  during  the  week,  he  can  be 
calm  during  the  game. 

“The  key  to  being  good  on  Saturday  is  having  the  abili¬ 
ty  to  be  calm.  When  you  can  be  calm  in  the  storm,  you  see 
things  better  and  you  have  an  edge  over  everyone  else.  It’s 
difficult  to  do  that,  but  Brian’s  done  a  pretty  good  job.” 

When  Griese  was  recruited  out  of  Miami,  Fla.,  many 
expected  that  he  would  turn  out  to  be  a  chip  oE  the  old 
block.  After  all,  he  was  the  son  of  Bob  Griese,  one  of  the 
best  to  ever  play  that  position. 

The  son  knew  the  comparisons  were  inevitable.  He 
never  completely  escaped  his  father’s  shadow,  but  he  did 
lead  his  team  to  a  national  championship.  That  was  some¬ 
thing  his  father  never  did  at  Purdue. 

Griese’s  older  brothers,  Scott  and  JeE,  shied  away  from 
the  comparisons  and  the  attention,  though  being  a  Griese 
and  a  football  player  made  it  hard.  Still,  because  they 
played  other  positions,  the  spotlight  was  never  quite  as 
harsh. 

Brian  Griese  was  different.  The  comparisons  to  his 
father,  who  led  the  Miami  Dolphins  to  back-to-back 
Super  Bowl  championships,  never  bothered  him.  In  fact, 
he  considered  them  compliments. 

“The  simple  explanation  is  that  Brian  could  always 


throw  and  the  other  two  couldn’t,”  Bob  Griese  said.  “But 
Brian  was  always  the  one  who  wanted  to  do  it.  The  others 
wanted  to  get  away  from  it.  Brian  didn’t  care  if  I  had  done 
it  or  not.” 

Brian  Griese  didn’t  care,  because  he’d  never  seen  his 
father  play.  He  was  five  years  old  when  his  father  retired 
from  the  NFL  to  become  a  broadcaster. 

“He  doesn’t  have  much  film  from  when  he  played,” 
Brian  said  of  his  father.  “The  only  thing  I’ve  really  seen  are 
highlights  from  the  ’72  (Super  Bowl)  season.  I  would  not 
compare  myself  to  that.  The  level  he  played  at  and  where 
I’m  at  are  two  totally  dEferent  things. 

“...  What  people  say  about  him  is  that  he  was  a  think¬ 
ing  man’s  quarterback.  That’s  definitely  what  I  wanted  to 
be:  someone  who’s  intelligent  and  who  understands  the 
game,  someone  who  knows  the  system  and  can  play  with¬ 
in  it.” 

The  son  and  father  grew  closer  m  many  ways  because 
of  his  U-M  experiences. 

Bob  Griese,  an  ABC-TV  college  football  commentator, 
was  not  allowed  to  broadcast  U-M  games  during  his  son’s 
sophomore  season.  ABC  executives  changed  their  minds 
and  allowed  Bob  Griese  and  his  partner,  Keith  Jackson,  to 
call  U-M  games  during  the  ’96  season.  There  was  little 
chance  for  any  conflict  of  interest,  because  the  son  was 
pretty  much  confined  to  the  bench. 

That  changed  during  the  Ohio  State  game.  “He  got  on 
the  field,  and  I  kept  calling  him  ‘Griese,’  ”  Bob  Griese 
recalled.  “That  seemed  awfully  strange  to  me.” 

Bob  Griese  and  Jackson  called  five  U-M  games  during 
the  1997  season,  including  the  Ohio  State  game  and  the 
Rose  Bowl.  The  father  made  his  broadcasts  a  little  easier 
by  calling  his  son  by  his  first  name.  But  he  does  that  with 
all  the  key  players  in  any  game,  especially  the  quarter¬ 
backs. 

Still,  it  was  strange  when  the  father  interviewed  the 
son  following  the  season-ending  20-14  win  against  Ohio 
State.  “I’d  never  dealt  with  him  as  a  media  figure  before,” 
Brian  Griese  said  of  his  father.  “It  was  hard  for  me  to 
answer  his  questions  seriously.  The  good  thing  was,  I  was 

Following  a  triumphant  win  over  Ohio  State  in 
1996,  Griese  returned  for  a  fifth  year. 
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glad  he  was  there  to  share  the  moment  with  me." 

The  older  the  son  gets,  the  less  he  and  his  father  talk 
about  football.  “We  might  talk  about  football  about  five 
percent  of  the  time,  and  it’s  usually  the  last  thing  we  talk 
about,"  Bob  Griese  said.  “There  are  so  many  more  things 
important  to  a  college  life.  I  remind  Brian  what  I  always 
told  the  other  two:  These  are  some  of  the  best  times  of 
your  life.” 

That  might  help  to  explain  why  Brian  Griese  is  neither 
unnerved  not  angered  by  comparisons  to  or  questions 
about  his  father. 

“Our  relationship  goes  far  beyond  quarterbacking,”  he 
said.  “When  I  talk  to  my  dad,  I  want  to  talk  about  my  life 
and  what’s  going  on  with  him.  We  don’t  talk  about  foot' 
ball  as  much  as  you’d  think,  but  we  do  talk  about  it.  My 
dad  is  a  valuable  resource.  I’d  be  stupid  to  waste  it.” 

Rated  as  one  of  the  top  pocket  passers  in  the  country 
coming  out  of  high  school,  Brian  Griese  rejected  scholar¬ 
ship  offers  from  other  schools  (such  as  his  dad’s  alma 
mater)  to  walk  on  at  U-M.  By  the  time  his  freshman  sea¬ 
son  was  three  weeks  old,  he’d  earned  a  scholarship. 

“When  I  first  got  here,  people  didn’t  know  how  to 
react  to  me  because  it  is  different  for  walk-ons,”  Griese 
said.  “But,  even  before  I  got  my  scholarship,  people 
respected  my  abilities  as  a  football  player.  That  experi¬ 
ence  was  good  for  me.  Because  I  was  a  walk-on,  I  had  to 
be  competitive  immediately.” 

Griese  said  he  thought  he’d  played  well  enough  in  the 
spring  before  his  third  season  to  earn  U-M’s  starting  job, 
but  it  went  to  Dreisbach.  Rather  than  sulk,  he  prepared 
himself  mentally  and  physically  during  the  summer,  and 
his  performance  in  summer  two-a-days  nearly  swung  the 
race  in  his  favor.  But,  when  the  Wolverines  opened 
against  Virginia,  Dreisbach  played. 

“I  was  upset,”  he  admitted.  “I’m  a  competitor.  I  don’t 
like  to  lose.  I  always  felt  that  I  had  the  skills  to  be  the 
quarterback  here.  The  only  thing  1  could  do  was  anything 
in  my  power  to  be  ready  when  my  time  came.” 

He  would  offer  strikingly  similar  comments  at  the  end 
of  his  junior  season  and  at  the  beginning  of  this  one. 

“To  put  it  in  a  nutshell,  Brian  took  where  he  was  at  the 
Outback  Bowl  and  continued  to  move  forward,"  Parrish 
said  in  September.  “He  has  been  a  very,  very  doggedly 


85 


•  tl 


•;  a£\ 


determined  individual.  He  wanted  to  start  this  game 
(against  Colorado).  It  became  a  real  priority  to  him,  and  it 
showed  in  his  work  on  and  off  the  field.” 

Parrish  said  Griese  worked  so  hard  on  fundamentals, 
especially  in  drops  and  footwork,  that  it  enabled  him  to 
improve  the  tactical  part  of  his  game. 

“That  is  the  biggest  change,"  the  coach  continued.  “He 
gives  himself  a  little  more  time  to  make  a  decision.  He’s  a 
little  further  along.  He  gets  the  optimum  out  of  his  ability. 

“In  a  meeting,  Brian  tries  to  digest  as  much  informa' 
tion  as  he  can.  He’s  always  thinking  about  what  he  will 
do.  That  comes  with  experience  and  age.  When  a  guy  is  in 
his  last  year,  he  does  things  with  a  sense  of  urgency. 
There’s  no  question  that  motivated  him.  He  made  a  vow 
to  do  his  level  best  and  have  fun  doing  it.” 

Griese  said  that  his  many  experiences,  both  on  and  off 
the  field,  served  to  make  him  a  better  quarterback.  It  is  in 
many  ways,  he  concluded,  simply  a  product  of  growing 
older. 

“I’ve  experienced  the  whole  gamut  of  positive  and  neg- 
ative  experiences,”  he  said. 

“I  played  a  lot  in  ’95,  and  I  had  a  supporting  role  in 
’96.  This  season  was  one  I’ll  never  forget.  I’ve  been 
through  every  possible  situation,  and  I  felt  comfortable 
being  a  quarterback  here.” 

He  demonstrated  that  comfort  level  in  the  Wolverines’ 
come'from'behind  28-24  win  against  Iowa  in  mid- 
October.  That  victory,  U-M  players  and  coaches  agree, 
was  the  turning  point  of  the  championship  drive.  It  defi¬ 
nitely  was  the  Wolverines’  closest  call  of  the  regular  sea¬ 
son. 

No  player  embodied  the  Wolverines’  resiliency  that 
Saturday  more  than  Griese,  who,  like  his  football  team, 
proved  that  he  is  a  winner. 

Griese  endured  a  horrible  first  half  as  U-M  feel  behind 
21-7  at  intermission.  He  threw  three  of  his  five  regular- 
season  interceptions  right  to  Iowa  defenders.  Not  one  of 
those  Hawkeyes  had  to  make  an  athletic  play  to  come  up 
with  the  football.  On  each  pass,  it  appeared  as  if  they 
were  Griese’s  intended  receivers. 

Griese  is  congratulated  as  he  leaves  the  field 
following  his  third  straight  win  over  the  Buckeyes. 


“I  never  lost  confidence  in  myself,”  Griese  said.  “I  was¬ 
n’t  going  to  dwell  on  my  mistakes,  because  there  was 
nothing  I  could  do  about  them.  It  was  one  of  those  days 
that  every  quarterback  will  have.  The  key  for  me  was  to 
come  back  and  play  better  in  the  second  half.” 

How  much  better?  Griese  was  8-of  16  passing  in  the 
first  half  for  92  yards,  a  touchdown  and  the  three  inter¬ 
ceptions.  He  was  7-of-lO  passing  in  the  second  half  for  73 
yards,  two  touchdowns  and  no  interceptions. 

“Brian  just  doesn’t  get  rattled,”  Carr  said  after  that 
game.  “I  went  up  to  him  at  the  start  of  the  third  quarter 
and  told  him.  This  is  why  you’re  here.  This  is  your  time  to 
take  this  team  and  bring  us  back.’  ” 

Griese  completed  all  three  of  his  passes  during  U-M’s 
first  touchdown  drive  of  the  third  quarter,  including  a  10- 
yard  scoring  pass  to  Russell  Shaw.  He  capped  the  second 
drive  with  a  1-yard  touchdown  sneak.  He  also  hit  all  of  his 
passes  during  the  final  touchdown  drive,  including  the 
game-winning  2-yard  strike  to  tight  end  Jerame  Tuman 
with  2:55  to  play. 

There  was  no  yelling  or  crying  at  intermission  when 
the  Wolverines  returned  to  their  locker  room  down  by 
two  touchdowns.  They  recognized  what  went  wrong, 
understood  that  the  game  plan  was  fine,  realized  that  they 
could  correct  their  mistakes  and  decided  right  then  that 
they  would  win  the  game. 

Griese  described  the  scene  best  when  he  said:  “Coach 
Carr  wanted  to  yell  at  me,  and  I  knew  he  wanted  to  yell 
at  me.  So,  what  would  have  been  the  point?  We  both 
knew  what  needed  to  be  done.” 

Then,  the  Wolverines  went  out  and  did  it.  And  they 
kept  on  doing  it,  led  by  their  fifth-year  senior  quarter¬ 
back. 

“I  expect  that  the  end  will  be  emotional,”  he  said 
before  the  Rose  Bowl.  “It  won’t  hit  me  until  after  the 
game,  because  I’ll  be  focusing  on  other  things.  Once  the 
final  whistle  blows,  it’ll  hit  me. 

“I’ve  been  through  a  lot  here.  I  wouldn’t  change  any¬ 
thing  that’s  gone  on  in  my  career  here.  As  a  younger  guy, 
you  don’t  understand  what  this  moment  means.  I’m  just 
glad  we  got  the  opportunity  to  play  in  this  type  of  game.  I 
couldn’t  ask  for  a  better  way  to  go  out  than  to  play  in  a 
game  like  this.” 
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■  Michigan’s  trio  of 
defensive  stars  Marcus 
Ray  (29),  Sam  Sword  (93) 
and  Charles  Woodson  (2) 
took  possession  of  the 
Little  Brown  Jug  for 
another  season. 


MICHIGAN  VS.  MINNESOTA 


MICHIGAN  KEEPS 
LITTLE  BROWN  JUG 
WITH  HOMECOMING 
WIN  OVER  MINNESOTA 

BY  JIM  CNOCKAERT 


ICHIGAN  IS  LOOKING  to  make  his¬ 
tory  this  season,  but  not  the  sort 
Minnesota  had  in  mind.  “We  did  not 
want  to  become  the  third  undefeated 
Michigan  team  in  the  past  30  years  to 
lose  the  (Little  Brown)  Jug,”  U-M  coach  Lloyd  Carr  said. 
“We  were  determined  to  do  something  about  that  histori¬ 
cal  precedent.” 

The  Wolverines  did  just  that,  posting  a  24-3  triumph 
against  Minnesota  to  hang  on  to  the  jug  for  the  11th  con¬ 
secutive  season  and  the  2.8th  time  in  the  past  30  years. 

The  only  two  losses  came  in  1977  and  ’86,  when 
Minnesota  knocked  off  previously  unbeaten  and  highly- 
ranked  U-M  teams. 

Not  this  time.  No.  4  U-M  ran  its  record  to  8-0  overall 
and  5-0  in  the  Big  Ten  to  remain  on  track  for  next  week¬ 
end’s  long  anticipated  conference  showdown  with  No.  2 
Penn  State. 

“We’re  ready  to  play  them,”  U-M  senior  linebacker 
Sam  Sword  said  of  Penn  State.  “We  want  to  get  better 
week  in  and  week  out.  That’s  what  we’ve  continued  to  do, 
and  it’s  been  successful.” 

It  was  difficult,  at  least  from  a  statistical  standpoint, 
to  see  that  kind  of  improvement  Saturday.  The 
Wolverines  squandered  opportunities  to  score  at  least  17 
more  points,  turned  the  ball  over  twice  and  were  penal¬ 
ized  11  times  for  87  yards. 

What  Carr  saw,  however,  was  a  team  that  won  an  impor- 


Mark  Campbell  (88)  dives  for  U-M's  second  TD,  while  Anthony  Thomas  (32)  struggles  for  extra  yardage. 
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Michigan  lineman  Glen  Steele  (81)  often  left  Gopher  quarterback  Cory  Sauter  (17)  no  place  to  run. 


tant  game  without  being  able  to  muster  much  emotion. 

“I  didn’t  even  try  to  get  them  emotionally  ready  this 
week,”  the  coach  said.  “There  was  no  emotion  in  that 
locker  room  before  the  game,  during  halftime,  or  after' 
ward.  But  the  measure  of  a  good  team  is  to  find  a  way  to 
win  through  preparation  and  work  ethic. 

“You  have  to  find  a  way  to  win,  even  when  you’re  not 
at  an  emotional  peak.  We  have  not  had  a  big  letdown  this 
season.  I  give  our  defense  a  lot  of  credit  for  that.  They  set 
the  tempo  for  us,  and  we  feed  off  them.” 

As  it  has  been  all  season,  the  defense  was  again  the 
difference  for  U-M.  Minnesota  took  a  3-0  lead  on  its 


opening  drive,  but  never  threatened  again.  The  Gophers 
gained  71  yards  on  that  first  possession.  They  managed 
just  31  more  the  rest  of  the  afternoon. 

“Michigan’s  defense  is  a  cut  above,”  Minnesota  coach 
Glen  Mason  said.  “They’ve  got  all  the  ingredients  to  be  a 
great  defense.  They  are  very  talented,  and  they  don’t  have 
any  weak  spots.  They  are  well  coached,  and  they  play 
hard. 

“When  I  say  a  cut  above,  I  am  not  just  talking  about 
the  defenses  that  I  have  seen  this  year.  I  am  talking  about 
over  the  last  25  years.  A  couple  of  years  ago,  Nebraska’s 
defense  was  special.  I  witnessed  Washington’s  defense  on 
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the  way  to  its  national  championship,  and  it  was  special. 
Michigan’s  defense  is  special  (like  that).” 

U-M’s  offense  sputtered,  and  personnel  problems  did- 
n’t  help.  The  Wolverines  missed  tight  end  Jerame  Tuman 
(flu)  and  running  backs  Clarence  Williams  (pulled  ham¬ 
string),  Chris  Floyd  (shoulder)  and  Ray  Jackson  (groin 
pull).  In  addition,  wide  receiver  Tai  Streets  was  hampered 
by  a  dislocated  finger  on  both  hands. 

Still,  the  offense  gave  the  defense  more  than  enough  to 
work  with.  Chris  Howard  (98  yards)  just  missed  his  third 
100-yard  game  of  the  season,  and  Brian  Griese  completed 
14  of  27  passes  for  171  yards  and  a  touchdown.  Backup 
tight  ends  Mark  Campbell  and  Aaron  Shea  each  caught 
three  passes  to  pick  up  the  slack  for  Tuman. 

Even  then,  however,  the  offense  needed  a  spark.  Not 
surprisingly,  it  got  it  from  a  defender. 

Charles  Woodson  had  been  used  sparingly  on  offense 
this  season  —  until  Saturday.  On  U-M’s  second  posses¬ 
sion,  he  scampered  33  yards  on  the  reverse  with  14:51 
remaining  in  the  second  quarter  to  give  the  Wolverines  a 
7-3  lead. 

“Charles  did  a  good  job  for  us,”  Griese  said.  “Any  time 
he  is  in  there,  the  defense  has  to  respect  that.” 

Two  series  later,  U-M  struck  again  on  a  12-yard  touch¬ 
down  pass  from  Griese  to  Campbell.  Griese  set  up  the  TD 
two  plays  earlier  with  a  28-yard  pass  to  Anthony  Thomas. 

The  Wolverines  had  a  chance  to  seize  control  of  the 
game  just  before  the  half  when  DiAllo  Johnson  blocked  a 
Minnesota  punt  and  Jake  Frysinger  recovered  at  the 
Gophers’  8-yard  line.  But  on  third  down  from  the  5, 
Griese’s  attempted  pass  to  Streets  was  intercepted  by 
Jimmy  Wyrick. 

“We  had  some  missed  opportunities,  and  that  was  one 
of  them,”  Carr  said.  “Those  are  things  good  teams  don’t  do.” 

U-M  scored  again  on  its  second  possession  of  the  third 
quarter,  when  Thomas  raced  29  yards  around  right  end 
for  his  third  touchdown  of  the  season.  Kraig  Baker,  who’d 
missed  a  33-yard  field-goal  attempt  in  the  first  quarter, 
kicked  a  31-yarder  with  5:18  remaining  to  cap  the  scoring. 

“We  struggled  at  times,  but  you  have  to  give  a  lot  of 
credit  to  Minnesota,”  Griese  said.  “That’s  the  best 
Minnesota  team  we’ve  seen,  and  it  took  all  we  had  to  win 
the  game.” 


Minnesota  3  0  0  0  3 
Michigan  0  14  7  3  24 


Minnesota  FG  Bailey  27 


Michigan  Woodson  33  run  (baker  kick) 

Michigan  Campbell  12  pass  from  Griese 

(BAKER  KICK) 

Michigan  Thomas  29  run  (baker  kick) 

Michigan  FG  Baker  31 

Team  Statistics 

Minnesota 

Michigan 

First  Downs 

6 

22 

Rushes-yards 

40-90 

49-204 

Passing  yards 

12 

190 

Sacked-yards  lost 

5-32 

3-15 

Passes 

3-11-0 

15-30-1 

Punts 

9-34.2 

4-3 

Fumbles-lost 

0-0 

2-1 

Penalties-yards 

5-35 

11-87 

Time  of  possession 

26:19 

33:41 

Individual  Statistics 

Rushing:  Minnesota— Evans  17-82,  Hamner  10-26,  Bean 
1-0,  Cockerham  8-minus  2,  Sauter  4 -minus  16.  Michigan 
- — Howard  20-98,  Thomas  10-39,  Woodson  1-33,  Griese 
12-11,  McCall  2-7,  C  Williams  1  7,  Dreisbach  1-7,  Floyd  1- 
2,  Smith  TO. 

Passing:  Minnesota — Sauter  3-8-0-12,  Cockerham  0-3- 
0-0.  Michigan — Griese  14-27-1-171,  Dreisbach  1  3-0-19. 

Receiving:  Minnesota — Atwell  1-15,  Leverson  1-3, 
Hamner  1-minus  6.  Michigan  — Howard  4-40,  Shea  3- 
51,  Campbell  3-44,  Thomas  3-43,  Knight  1-7,  Woodson 
1-5. 
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Michigan  halfback 
Chris  Howard  (8) 
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leaps  past  a  trio  of 
Penn  State  tacklers 
on  his  29-yard  touch¬ 
down  run  in  the  third 
quarter. 


MICHIGAN  VS.  PENN  STATE 


WOLVERINES  EARN 
NO.  1  RANKING 
AFTER  DESTROYING 
UNBEATEN  LIONS 


BY  JIM  CNOCKAERT 

NIVERSITY  PARK,  Pa,  —  What  Big  Ten 
showdown? 

Inspired  by  its  marvelous  defense  and 
powered  by  a  resurgent  offense.  No.  4 
Michigan  exploded  for  a  stunning  34-8 
win  over  No.  2  and  previously  unbeaten  Penn  State  before 
a  record  crowd  of  97,498  at  Beaver  Stadium. 

“I  tell  you  what:  You  watch  us  the  next  two  weeks,” 
U'M  senior  safety  Marcus  Ray  said.  “We  had  a  lot  to 
prove.  Nobody  respected  this  team  two  months  ago. 
Nobody  gave  us  a  chance.  Everybody  said  we  were 
mediocre. 

“We  knew  all  we  had  to  do  was  stick  together  and 
believe  in  each  other,  and  we  could  do  whatever  we  want¬ 
ed  to  do.  Now,  here  we  are  in  control  of  our  own  destiny. 
We’re  not  going  to  let  up.” 

The  Wolverines  (9-0,  6-0  in  the  Big  Ten)  cleared  their 
biggest  hurdle  so  far  in  the  race  to  the  Rose  Bowl.  They 
can  clinch  at  least  a  tie  for  the  Big  Ten  championship  next 
weekend  when  they  wrap  up  the  road  portion  of  their 
conference  schedule  at  Wisconsin,  a  team  that  still  has 
Rose  Bowl  hopes,  too. 

“We’re  close,  but  there  is  no  way  we  can  look  at  the 
light  at  the  end  of  the  tunnel,”  U-M  senior  linebacker  Rob 
Swett  said.  “Wisconsin  is  the  end  of  the  tunnel.  We  can’t 
look  at  that  game  any  other  way.” 

Penn  State,  which  suffered  just  its  second  November 
loss  since  joining  the  Big  Ten  and  its  worst  conference 
defeat  since  a  38-7  setback  at  Ohio  State  in  1996,  fell  to  7  1 
overall  and  4-1  in  the  conference.  The  loss,  which  ended 


Chris  Howard  (8)  led  Wolverine  rushers  with  120 
yards  on  22  carries  and  4  receptions  for  41  yards. 
Above,  Anthony  Thomas  (32)  added  40  yards  to 
Michigan's  rushing  total. 
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the  nation’s  longest  winning  streak  at  12  games,  was  the 
Nittany  Lions’  worst  at  home  in  Joe  Paterno’s  career. 

“Michigan  is  as  good  as  anybody  and  has  as  much 
right  to  be  voted  No.  1  as  any  team  in  the  country,’’ 

Paterno  said.  “They’ve  beat  some  good  football  teams,  but 
I  think  they’re  an  awfully  good  football  team. 

“We  obviously  didn’t  play  as  good  a  game  as  we  could 
have  against  a  good  defensive  team  like  that,  but  I  don’t 
want  to  take  anything  away  from  Michigan.  They  played  a 
great  game  (Saturday).” 

U'M  buried  the  Nittany  Lions  with  its  finest  first' half 
performance  of  the  season.  In  jumping  out  to  a  24-0  half¬ 
time  lead,  the  Wolverines  limited  Penn  State  to  38  total 
yards,  including  just  17  on  the  ground.  For  the  game,  Penn 
State  finished  with  just  169  total  yards.  It  had  been  aver¬ 
aging  464.6  yards  a  game. 

But  this  win  belonged  to  the  offense,  which  had  played 
all  season  in  the  long  shadow  cast  by  the  defense.  The 
Wolverines  scored  on  four  of  their  first  five  first- half  pos¬ 
sessions  and  piled  up  259  total  yards  in  the  first  half  to 
bury  the  Nittany  Lions.  U-M  finished  with  416  yards, 
including  265  on  the  ground. 

“Without  exception,  this  is  the  best  performance 
we’ve  had  at  Michigan  in  a  long  time,”  U-M  coach  Lloyd 
Carr  said. 

The  Wolverines  set  the  tone  on  the  opening  drive  as 
they  drove  53  yards  in  13  plays  to  take  a  3-0  lead  on  a  29 
yard  field  goal  by  Kraig  Baker.  The  first  of  many  Penn 
State  mistakes  —  a  roughing  the  passer  penalty  on  an 
incomplete  third-down  pass  —  kept  the  drive  alive. 

The  U-M  defense  delivered  a  message  of  its  own  on 
Penn  State’s  first  possession  when  it  sacked  quarterback 
Mike  McQueary  twice.  The  Wolverines  finished  with  five 
sacks. 

Asked  if  he’d  see  U-M  defenders  in  his  nightmares, 
McQueary  responded:  “I  sure  hope  not.  I  saw  enough  of 
them  (Saturday).” 

Freshman  Anthony  Thomas  gave  the  Wolverines  a 
10-0  lead  on  a  12 -yard  run  around  right  end  with  4:41  left 
in  the  first  quarter. 

Charles  Woodson  (2)  scored  his  third  offensive 
touchdown  of  the  season  on  a  37-yard  reception. 
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After  punting  on  its  next  series,  U-M  quickly  struck 
again.  Two  plays  after  a  surprising  40-yard  scramble 
down  the  right  sideline,  Griese  fired  a  37-yard  touchdown 
strike  over  the  middle  to  a  wide-open  Charles  Woodson. 

It  was  Woodson’s  third  offensive  touchdown  of  the  sea¬ 
son. 

The  Wolverines  got  the  ball  right  back  and  marched 
57  yards  in  11  plays.  Griese  completed  four  big  passes  dur¬ 
ing  the  drive,  including  an  eight-yard  touchdown  strike  to 
Tuman  with  6:10  left  in  the  half.  The  TD  catch  was 
Tumarfs  fourth  of  the  year. 

U-M  continued  to  pour  it  on  in  the  third  quarter. 
Senior  tailback  Chris  Howard  capped  the  Wolverines’ 
second  possession  of  the  half  with  a  29-yard  touchdown 
run  around  right  end  with  6:42  remaining.  Baker  closed 
out  the  third-quarter  scoring  with  a  42-yard  field  goal. 

Griese  was  14-of-22  passing  for  151  yards  and  two 
touchdowns.  Howard  led  the  Wolverines  in  rushing  (120 
yards)  and  receiving  (four  catches  for  41  yards). 


Michigan  halted  Fenn  State’s  12-game  win  streak 
and  gave  Joe  Paterno  the  worst  loss  in  his  career. 


ARE  THE  ’97 
WOLVERINES 
A  TEAM  OF 
DESTINY? 

BY  RICH  TIIOMASELLI 

The  unmistakable  sound  of  joy, 

disguised  by  64  slightly  off-key  voices  of 
the  University  of  Michigan  football  team, 
echoed  through  the  walls  of  a  Beaver 
Stadium  locker  room  Saturday. 

“It’s  great ... 

“To  be ... 

“A  Michigan  Wolverine.” 

Over  and  over  they  sang  the  rhythmic  chant,  bellow¬ 
ing  louder  and  louder  as  the  thrill  of  a  34-8  whipping  of 
No.  2  Penn  State  truly  began  to  sink  in. 

“It’s  great ... 

“To  be ... 

“A  Michigan  Wolverine.” 

It  is  great  to  be  a  Michigan  Wolverine  right  now, 
because  this  is  a  team  filled  with  magic,  a  team  —  dare  it 
be  said  —  on  a  course  with  destiny. 

Ah,  destiny. 

Wonderful  word,  destiny.  It  implies  that  great  things 
are  waiting  for  you  at  the  end  of  the  road.  Yet  implications 
can  be  deceiving. 

Make  no  mistake,  this  U-M  squad  is  a  team  of  destiny. 
But  destiny  isn’t  thrust  upon  a  magical  team  like  some 
piece  of,  well,  magic,  floated  out  of  thin  air  and  bestowed 
with  a  crown. 

Destiny  is  earned.  Destiny  is  created. 

Allow  a  moment  of  digression  for  explanation.  Last 
year,  after  the  New  York  Yankees  had  beaten  the  Atlanta 
Braves  in  Game  6  for  the  world  championship,  Series 
MVP  John  Wetteland  was  asked  if  the  Yankees  were  a 


U-M  lineman  Dhani  Jones’  heavy  rush  forced  Lions’  quarterback  Mike  McQueary  (9)  to  flee  the  pocket. 


team  of  destiny. 

After  all,  the  reporter  said,  so  many  things  happened 
during  the  season.  Dwight  Gooden  came  back  from  his 
problems  to  provide  a  spark  in  the  second  half  of  the  sea- 
son.  The  boy  from  New  Jersey  reached  over  a  fence  and 
turned  an  out  into  a  home  run  that  led  to  an  eventual  vic¬ 
tory  in  the  American  League  Championship  Series  against 
Baltimore. 

Didn’t  this  lead  to  destiny,  the  reporter  asked.  Given 
all  that,  wasn’t  it  supposed  to  end  that  way? 

Wettleland  leaned  back  against  a  wall  and  looked  at 
the  reporter  with  steely  eyes,  as  if  he  was  just  personally 
offended. 

“No,”  Wetteland,  said  firmly.  “To  even  imply  that  win¬ 
ning  the  World  Series  was  destiny  is  false.  That  means 


that  no  matter  what  happened  during  the  season,  this  is 
the  way  it’s  going  to  be.  And  that  does  a  disservice  to  us. 
Because  we  worked  hard  for  this.  We  earned  this. 

“We  created  destiny.” 

And  that’s  exactly  what  the  Michigan  football  team  is 
doing.  Week  after  week,  play  after  play,  Charles  Woodson 
interception  after  Chris  Howard  touchdown  after  Brian 
Griese  completion,  Michigan  is  creating  its  own  destiny. 

“Urgency,”  safety  Marcus  called  it.  “We  have  an 
urgency  to  win.  We  love  each  other.  We  look  out  for  each 
other.  We  know  that  one  person  can’t  go  to  the  Rose  Bowl 
if  we  all  don’t  go.” 

So  week  after  week,  they  back  each  other  up.  When 
the  offense  fails,  the  defense  is  there.  On  this  day,  the 
offense  came  alive  and  made  it  easy  for  the  defense.  Give 
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and  take  among  a  bunch  of  guys  who  are  brothers  in  the 
same  uniform  for  five  months  a  year. 

They  work  hard  for  the  tangible  goals  that  they  can 
see  on  the  walls  of  the  locker  room  and  in  the  pages  of 
newspapers  —  national  rankings,  defensive  statistics, 
quotes  from  other  players  and  coaches.  But  they  also  work 
hard  for  the  goal  that  they  can’t  see,  this  crazy  thing 
known  as  destiny. 

Maybe  this  team  loses  next  week  at  Wisconsin  or 
loses  to  Ohio  State. 

Or  maybe  all  this  is  supposed  to  end  at  the  Rose  Bowl. 
Maybe  this  is  the  way  it  was  supposed  to  be  all  season, 
with  the  Wolverines  surprising  the  critics  and  dominat¬ 
ing  teams  along  the  way. 

Maybe  destiny  does  await  the  University  of  Michigan 
on  New  Year’s  Day  in  Pasadena,  and  maybe  destiny  is  also 
a  national  championship. 

But  if  it  happens,  destiny  will  have  been  earned.  It  will 
have  been  created. 

It  will  have  been  won. 


CARR  HAS 
THE  KEYS  IN 
U-M  DRIVE 

BY  JIM  CNOCKAERT 

RF.MF.MBER  at  the  beginning  of  the  sea¬ 
son  how  Colorado’s  Rick  Neuheisel  was 
being  touted  as  the  next  coaching  genius 
in  college  football?  Today,  he’s  0-2  against 
Michigan’s  Lloyd  Carr. 

Remember  how  some  media  types  in  our  state  were 
suggesting  just  a  few  weeks  ago  that  Michigan  State’s 
Nick  Saban  had  moved  his  program  ahead  of  U-M’s.  Yet 
Saban  hasn’t  beaten  Carr  in  two  seasons. 
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Linemen  Glen  Steele  (81)  and  Rob  Swett  (44)  celebrate  sacking  Penn  State  quarterback  Mike  McQueary. 
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And  remember  how  Las  Vegas  oddsmakers  and 
national  media  types  insisted  this  week  that  Penn  State’s 
biggest  advantage  was  havingjoe  Paterno  on  its  sideline? 

Funny,  but  it  didn’t  work  out  that  way. 

Nobody  has  done  it  until  now,  but  it’s  time  to  give  Carr 
his  due.  If  there  is  a  more  deserving  candidate  for  national 
coach  of  the  year  honors,  I  want  to  know  who  it  is. 

It  isn’t  so  much  that  Carr  has  his  Wolverines  poised  to 
win  their  first  Big  Ten  championship  in  five  seasons  or 
that  they  are  in  the  hunt  for  the  program’s  first  national 
championship  in  almost  50  years,  though  those  are  cer¬ 
tainly  reasons  enough. 

It’s  the  way  Carr  has  done  it. 

His  team  is  a  well-oiled  machine.  If  there’s  anything 
opposing  coaches  say  about  the  Wolverines,  it’s  that  they 
are  well-prepared  and  well-coached. 

Paterno  kept  coming  back  to  that  all  last  week  in  his 
pre-game  comments.  The  Wolverines  were  immensely  tal¬ 
ented  he  said.  That  made  them  scary.  What  made  them 
tough  to  beat,  however,  was  the  fact  they  were  so 
schooled  and  disciplined  that  they  couldn’t  be  counted  on 
to  beat  themselves. 

But  the  difference  between  this  U-M  team  and  the 
two  that  preceded  it  is  this:  It  has  maintained  its  focus, 
intensity  and  execution  week  in  and  week  out.  There  have 
been  emotional  letdowns,  but  there  has  been  no  letup. 

The  senior  leaders  on  this  team  deserve  a  lot  of  credit, 
but  so  does  Carr.  He  has  preached  taking  the  season  one 
game  at  a  time,  and  his  players  have  bought  into  it. 

You  heard  that  theme  echoed  again  and  again 
Saturday:  Rather  than  bask  in  the  glow  of  the  program’s 
most  important  win  in  years,  the  Wolverines  talked  about 
taking  care  of  unfinished  business.  They  are  tantalizingly 
close  to  a  championship  and  might  move  into  the  No.  1 
spot  in  one  or  both  the  national  polls,  but  all  they  talked 
about  following  the  Penn  State  game  was  improving 
enough  this  week  to  face  Wisconsin. 

Carr  deserves  a  lion’s  share  of  the  credit  for  this,  but 
he  deflects  all  of  it  to  his  players  and  his  assistants. 

I  admire  Carr  for  that.  When  his  team  has  lost  in  the 
past,  he’s  taken  the  blame.  Now  that  it’s  winning,  he  doles 
out  the  credit.  It  takes  a  strong  person  to  pat  everybody 
else  on  the  back  and  not  look  for  the  same  for  himself. 


Michigan  10  14  10  0  34 
Penn  State  0  0  0  8  8 


Michigan  FG  Baker  29 


Michigan  Thomas  12  run  (baker  kick) 

Michigan  Woodson  37  pass  from  Griese 

(BAKER  KICK) 

Michigan  Tuman  8  pass  from  Griese 

(BAKER  KICK) 

Michigan  Howard  29  run  (baker  kick) 

Michigan  FG  Baker  42 

Penn  State  Enis  1  run  <enis  2-point  conversion) 

Team  Statistics 

Michigan 

Penn  State 

Rushes-yards 

54-265 

30-101 

Passing  yards 

151 

68 

Sacked-yards  lost 

5-35 

1-5 

Return  yards 

38 

128 

Passes 

14-22-0 

10-22-1 

Punts 

5-33.0 

10-41.1 

Fumbles-lost 

2-0 

0-0 

Penalties- yards 

4-24 

7-55 

Time  of  possession 

33:30 

26:30 

Individual  Statistics 

Rushing:  Michigan — Howard  22-120,  Griese  5-46, 
Thomas  12-40,  Floyd  6-35,  R  Jackson  3-27,  McCall  4-11, 
Brady  1-minus  5,  Woodson  I-minus  9.  Penn  State — 
Enis  18-103,  Mitchell  2-10,  Fields  1-5,  Cleary  2-3, 
McQueary  7-minus  20. 

Passing:  Michigan — Griese  14-22-0-151.  Penn  State — 
McQueary  10-22-T68. 

Receiving:  Michigan — Howard  4-41,  Tuman  4-39, 
Thomas  3-19,  Woodson  1-37,  Shaw  1-8,  Campbell  1-7. 
Penn  State— Jurevicius  3-20,  Enis  2-5,  Fields  2-3, 
Stephenson  1-19,  Pettigrew  1-11,  Cleary  1-10. 


ONE  SPECIA1 


BY  JIM  CNOCKAERT 


LLOYD  CARR  made  one  thing  very  clear  to 
his  players  shortly  after  he  was  named 
Michigan’s  interim  head  coach  for  the  1995 
season:  He  was  not  Bo  Schembechler  or 
Gary  Moeller,  nor  would  he  try  to  be. 

While  intending  to  implement  the  best  of  what  he’d 
learned  from  both  men  —  which  was  plenty  —  he  told 
his  players  and  assistants  that  the  only  way  he  could  sue- 
ceed  was  to  be  himself. 

“Am  I  like  Mo  or  Bo?  That  would  be  something  people 
around  me  can  judge,  because  I’m  not  good  at  judging 
myself,”  Carr  said.  “Both  those  men  had  a  great  impact  on 
me.  Bo  especially  in  terms  of  my  thinking  of  what  this 
program  stands  for.  I  have  an  obligation  as  coach  to  repre- 
sent  this  program  in  a  way  that  will  never  diminish  the 
integrity  of  this  university. 

“But  the  greatest  lesson  I’ve  learned,  in  terms  of  being 
in  a  leadership  role,  is  that  the  greatest  chance  for  success 
lies  in  being  yourself.  You  can’t  emulate  someone  else’s 
personality.  If  you  try,  you’re  setting  yourself  up  for  fail 
ure.” 

Who,  then,  is  Lloyd  Carr?  And  why,  in  just  his  third 
season  as  LLM’s  head  coach,  was  he  able  to  get  his 
Wolverines  into  position  for  the  school’s  first  national 
championship  in  five  decades? 

Obviously,  he  is  a  head  coach,  but  that  title  is  far  too 
limiting  a  definition.  His  players  say  he  is  a  second  father. 

Lloyd  Carr  dictates  notes  during  practice.  These 
details  are  often  the  difference  in  winning. 


Former  and  current  assistants  say  he  is  a  motivator.  He 
calls  himself  a  teacher. 

“Having  been  a  high  school  teacher,  I  never  forget  that 
we  are  in  the  field  of  education,”  Carr  said.  “Our  major 
function  as  coaches  is  to  teach  and  inspire  and  motivate 
and  discipline.  Some  kids  require  none  of  the  above,  some 
all  of  it,  and  some  a  combination  of  those  things. 

“Within  the  context  of  your  relationship  with  those 
players,  you  try  to  meet  what  he  needs  to  be  successful. 
Sometimes  that  means  discipline.  Sometimes  that  means  a 
pat  on  the  back.  I  don’t  think  there  is  any  one  answer.  You 
do  what  you  instinctively  feel  will  help  each  young  man 
be  successful.” 

Westland  John  Glenn  High  football  coach  Chuck 
Gordon  was  hired  as  an  assistant  by  Carr  in  1973.  Gordon 
said  he  believes  that  part  of  Carr’s  success  as  a  coach 
comes  from  knowing  which  players  needed  a  tongue-lash- 
ing  and  which  ones  needed  a  reassuring  pat  on  the  back. 

“Lloyd  was  enthusiastic,  but  at  the  same  time  he’d  get 
after  you  if  you  had  it  coming,”  Gordon  said. 

When  Carr  recruits  a  player  in  high  school,  he  promis¬ 
es  the  young  man’s  parents  that  he  will  look  after  him 
during  his  four  or  five  years  in  Ann  Arbor.  He  takes  his 
second-father  role  seriously.  For  instance,  he  explained 
that  he  and  his  assistant  conduct  bed  check  during  bowl 
trips,  not  because  he  doesn’t  trust  his  players,  but  because 
he  wants  to  make  sure  each  player  is  accounted  for  each 
night. 

U-M  players  say  Carr  makes  it  clear  from  the  moment 
they  step  on  campus  that  his  Schembechler  Hall  office 
door  is  always  open. 

“I’ve  never  taken  him  up  on  that,  but  I  know  guys  who 
have,”  sophomore  Tommy  Hendricks  said.  “But  I  appreci¬ 
ate  knowing  that  that  option  is  always  open.  It’s  like  hav¬ 
ing  my  father  here. 

“Coach  Carr  is  easy  to  talk  to,  he’s  very  down  to  earth. 
The  thing  I  like  is  that  he  just  doesn’t  talk  about  football. 
He  talks  to  us  about  life.” 

Third-year  sophomore  Rob  Renes  agreed:  “Coach  Carr 
understands  so  many  things  that  are  important  aspects  of 


1®S 


Carr  gets  the  word  from  the  media  that  Michigan 
has  been  picked  No.  1  in  The  Associated  Press  poll. 
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Carr,  upset  by  a  second-half  penalty  during  the  Minnesota  game,  lets  a  nearby  official  know  about  it. 


life.  That’s  his  biggest  thing  in  terms  of  being  a  great  head 
coach.  He  does  care  for  you  off  the  field. 

“To  have  a  successful  team,  you  must  have  mutual 
respect.  If  a  guy  doesn’t  respect  you,  it’s  hard  to  respect 
him  back.  We  have  that  with  Coach  Carr.” 

Though  Carr  learned  much  from  Schembechler  and 
Moeller,  he  also  gained  a  great  deal  from  studying  and  read- 
ing  about  the  lives  of  other  coaches,  and  not  just  those  in 
football.  All  possessed  common  threads  that  Carr  admired: 
inner  strength,  self-reliance  and  a  great  will  to  win. 

“I  have  had  the  good  benefit  to  be  around  some  great 
coaches,”  he  said.  “I  grew  up  with  (former  Colorado  coach 


Bill)  McCartney  and  (Vanderbilt  coach  Woody) 
Widenhofer.  They  were  a  little  older.  Both  mentored  me 
at  different  stages.  I  worked  for  Bo  and  Mo.  I  have  read 
extensively  about  the  guys  I  consider  great  coaches.  I  try 
to  learn  from  everybody  I  coached  with.  As  you  go 
through  any  career,  you  learn  from  the  experiences  you 
have.” 

Carr  also  has  learned  from  other’s  experiences.  This 
season,  he  took  one  of  those  experiences  and  used  it  as  a 
rallying  point  for  his  football  team. 

Realizing  that  his  Wolverines  faced  one  of  the  most  dif¬ 
ficult  schedules  in  the  country  -and  recalling  how  the  dis- 
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appointing  1996  season  was  plagued  by  lapses  of  concern 
tration  in  games  U-M  was  expected  to  win  —  Carr  wanted 
his  team  to  approach  the  season  as  a  climber  would  attack 
a  mountain,  by  concentrating  every  step  of  the  way. 

Carr  said  he  got  the  idea  after  reading  Jon  Krakauer’s 
Into  Thin  Air,  the  best-seller  about  a  tragic  ascent  of  Mount 
Everest.  He  received  the  book  as  a  gift  from  one  of  his 
daughters.  A  member  of  Krakauer’s  group,  Lou  Kasischke, 
lives  in  Bloomfield  Hills.  Carr  invited  him  to  speak  to  the 
team  during  the  summer.  Kasischke  spoke  for  90  minutes 
and  had  the  team’s  rapt  attention. 

After  Kasischke’s  speech,  Carr  gave  each  Wolverine  a 
climbing  pick  bearing  the  player’s  name  and  color-coded  by 
position  and  class.  The  picks  are  now  all  stuck  in  the  ceil¬ 
ing  of  the  team’s  main  meeting  room  at  Schembechler  Hall. 

“I  don’t  see  it  as  any  great  theme.  It  served  as  a 
metaphor  for  our  schedule,”  Carr  said.  “The  preparation 
and  concentration  needed  on  Everest  was  a  good 
metaphor  for  what  we  would  face  during  our  season.  The 
concentration  required  week  to  week  was  very  important 
to  our  success.” 

Carr,  52,  grew  up  in  Riverview.  A  quarterback,  he 
began  his  college  career  at  the  University  of  Missouri  and 
finished  it  at  Northern  Michigan  University.  After  gradu 
ating  in  1968,  Carr  worked  as  an  assistant  coach  at 
Detroit  Nativity  and  at  Belleville,  then  was  head  coach  at 
Westland  John  Glenn  from  1973-75.  He  served  as  an  assis¬ 
tant  coach  at  Eastern  Michigan  and  Illinois  before  landing 
at  U-M  in  1980. 

“I’ve  always  been  a  guy  who  wanted  to  do  the  best  job 
wherever  I  was,”  he  said.  “I  was  not  a  guy  to  sit  down  and 
want  to  be  this  by  the  time  I  was  35  years  old.  If  you  work 
hard,  eventually  opportunities  will  come.  The  most 
important  thing  is  being  prepared  when  they  come.  It’s 
much  more  important  to  be  prepared  when  you’re  at  the 
right  place  at  the  right  time. 

“I  have  enjoyed  every  day  I’ve  coached  at  Michigan.  I 
don’t  know  where  I  would  have  ended  up  (if  he  had  not 
been  promoted  to  head  coach),  but  I  would  not  have  con¬ 
sidered  myself  a  failure  if  my  career  had  been  to  be  an 
assistant  here  for  my  entire  career.  There  are  a  lot  of  great 
football  coaches  who  never  became  head  coaches.” 

Westland  John  Glenn’s  Gordon  said  the  most  impor¬ 


tant  lesson  he  learned  from  Carr  is  that  there  are  no 
shortcuts  to  winning.  It  was  the  same  lesson  Carr  impart¬ 
ed  to  the  Wolverines  regarding  this  season  and  what  it 
would  take  to  get  to  the  Rose  Bowl. 

“Every  coach  somewhere  along  the  line  gets  labeled:  a 
players’  coach,  a  disciplinarian,  a  genius  from  a  strategy  or 
tactics  standpoint,  a  great  recruiter  —  or  just  the  oppo¬ 
site,”  he  said.  “Those  are  all  labels,  and  I’m  not  sure  that 
any  one  fits  me. 

“I  hope  my  legacy  will  be  that  I  did  the  very  best  I 
could  do  to  maintain  the  Michigan  tradition.” 


Carr’s  career... 


Tears 

Position 

School 

1968-69 

Assistant 

Nativity  H.S.,  Detroit 

1969-73 

Assistant 

Belleville  High  School 

1973-75 

Head  Coach 

John  Glenn  High  School 

1976-77 

Defensive  Backs 

Eastern  Michigan 

1978-79 

Defensive  Backs 

University  of  Illinois 

1980-86 

Defensive  Backs 

University  of  Michigan 

1987-94 

Def.  Coordinator 

University  of  Michigan 

1990-94 

Asst.  Head  Coach 

University  of  Michigan 

1994-96 

Head  Coach 

University  of  Michigan 

...  is  off  to  a  great  start 

BEST  FIRST  THREE  SEASONS  IN  NCAA  HISTORY 


Coach 

1.  Walter  Camp,  Yale 

Seasons 

1888-90 

Record 

42-2-0 

2.  George  Woodruff,  Penn 

1892-94 

39-4-0 

3.  Barry  Switzer,  Oklahoma  1973-75 

32-1-1 

4.  Bill  Battle,  Tennessee 

1970-72 

31-5-0 

4.  John  Robinson,  USC 

1976-78 

31-6-0 

6.  Dutch  Meyer,  TCU 

1934-36 

29-7-2 

6.  Lloyd  Carr,  Michigan 

1995-97 

29-8-0 

8.  Five  coaches  with  28  wins  in  their  first  three  years. 
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M  Chris  Floyd  (7),  who 
rushed  for  66  yards  on  six 
carries,  stiff  arms  Badger 
cornerback  Donte  King 
(24)  as  he  makes  his  way 
through  the  Wisconsin 
secondary. 


WOLVERINES  CLINCH 
TIE  FOR  RIO  TEN 
TITLE  WITH  VICTORY 
OVER  WISCONSIN 


BY  JIM  CHOCK AERT 


Above,  U-M’s  Clint  Copenhaver  wraps  up  Badger 
halfback  Eddie  Faulkner  (4)  for  a  loss.  Right,  kicker 
Jay  Feely  is  congratulated  for  his  24-yard  field  goal. 


MADISON,  Wis.  *—■  Michigan’s  No.  1 
national  ranking  probably  took  a  hit 
this  weekend,  but  the  Wolverines 
won’t  complain.  What  they  care 
about  most  is  that  they  remain  No.  1 
in  the  race  for  the  Rose  Bov/1. 

The  Wolverines  clinched  a  share  of  the  Big  Ten  charm 
pionship  Saturday  with  a  nail-biting  26-16  victory  against 
No.  23  Wisconsin  in  front  of  79,806  howling  fans  at  Camp 
Randall  Stadium.  They  can  clinch  the  championship  — 
and  the  trip  to  Pasadena  —  outright  next  weekend,  at 
home  against  No.  4  Ohio  State. 

“I’ve  been  here  five  years  now  and  for  us  to  finally  get  a 
championship,  this  was  just  what  Michigan  needed,”  U-M 
senior  quarterback  Brian  Griese  said.  “The  way  we  did  it 
was  indicative  of  this  team..  We  knew  it  would  not  be 
easy  for  us  today.  We  knew  Wisconsin  would  play  hard. 
But  we  were  not  to  be  denied. 

“Still,  our  goal  was  not  to  win  a  share  of  the  Big  Ten 
championship.  It  was  to  win  THE  Big  Ten  championship. 
We’ve  still  got  one  more  week  to  go.” 

U-M  is  10-0  for  the  first  time  since  1974,  and  7-0  in  the 
Big  Ten. 

The  Wolverines’  win  might  not  have  been  as  impres¬ 
sive  as  the  ones  pulled  off  Saturday  by  Florida  State  and 
Nebraska,  but  they  made  a  believer  out  of  Wisconsin 
coach  Barry  Alvarez,  whose  team  fell  to  8-3  and  5-2  in  the 
Big  Ten. 

“We  were  defeated  by  a  very  good  football  team,”  he 
said.  “I  was  very  impressed  with  Michigan.  They  had  a  lot 


Wisconsin  quarterback  Mike  Samuels  (10)  can't  escape  the  grasp  of  Michigan's  Glen  Steele  (81). 


of  publicity  about  their  great  defense,  and  it  lived  up  to 
its  billing.  I  was  just  as  impressed  with  their  offense.  We 
just  couldn’t  get  them  oS  the  field.” 

So  often  this  season,  U-M  turned  to  its  defense  in  the 
clutch.  In  this  game,  however,  the  offense  had  to  come 
through,  and  it  did.  With  the  defense  hard-pressed  to 
stop  Wisconsin’s  ground  game,  the  Wolverines  led  just 
16-10  heading  into  the  fourth  quarter.  But  the  offense 
clinched  the  win  with  two  long  fourth  quarter  scoring 
drives. 

“The  offense  won  this  game,”  U-M  coach  Lloyd  Carr 
said.  “They  stood  up  at  a  time  when  the  defense  was 
struggling,  moved  the  ball  and  kept  it  from  Wisconsin. 


“I  thought  the  key  to  the  game  was  our  drive  after 
Wisconsin  took  the  second-half  kickoff  and  got  back  in 
the  game.  We  went  85  yards  and  got  three  points.  It  was 
important  to  get  points  at  a  time  when  their  crowd  had 
gotten  back  into  the  game.” 

That  drive  started  at  the  U-M  8,  and  the  Wolverines 
used  19  plays  to  set  up  the  24-yard  field  goal  by  Jay  Feely. 
U-M  converted  on  one  fourth-down  and  three  third- 
down  plays  to  keep  the  drive  alive. 

On  its  next  possession,  U-M  moved  62  yards  in  10 
plays.  Tailback  Chris  Howard  clinched  the  victory  with  a 
four-yard  touchdown  run  with  6:15  left  in  the  game. 

Wisconsin  closed  the  gap  to  10  points  with  2:45  left 


LON  HORWEDEL 


on  Mike  Samuel’s  21-yard  touchdown  pass  to  Tony 
Simmons.  But  the  Badgers’  failed  to  convert  a  two-point 
conversion  attempt  and  an  ensuing  onsides  kick,  and  the 
Wolverines  escaped  with  their  perfect  record  intact. 

“I  thought  both  teams  showed  a  lot  of  courage,”  Carr 
said.  “The  last  time  we  came  up  here  (in  1993),  we  didn’t 
play  in  this  weather  like  we  had  to  to  win.  I  thought  our 
team  understood  that  today.” 

The  Wolverines  rolled  up  309  yards  in  total  offense  in 
the  first  half,  but  they  missed  three  critical  scoring  oppor¬ 
tunities  and  led  only  16-3  at  intermission. 

U-M  moved  80  yards  in  13  plays  on  its  first  possession 
to  take  a  7-0  lead,  but  it  took  four  plays  from  the  1-yard 
line  to  get  the  touchdown,  from  Howard.  Wide  receiver 
Tai  Streets,  who  had  not  caught  a  pass  in  two  games,  had 
two  receptions  for  33  yards  on  the  drive. 

Charles  Woodson  hooked  up  with  quarterback  Brian 
Griese  on  the  biggest  play  of  the  drive.  Woodson  caught  a 
lateral  pass,  then  fired  back  across  the  field  to  Griese,  who 
raced  28  yards  to  the  Wisconsin  1. 

On  U-M’s  next  scoring  drive,  Woodson  caught  a  12- 
yard  pass  and  Anthony  Thomas  had  two  runs  for  28  yards 
before  Griese  rolled  right  and  fired  a  38-yard  touchdown 
strike  to  Streets.  But  Kraig  Baker  missed  the  extra  point, 
which  is  why  Feely  handled  all  the  kicking  the  rest  of  the 
game. 

Wisconsin  caught  fire  on  the  ensuing  possession, 
moving  62  yards  on  14  running  plays  to  set  up  a  33-yard 
field  goal  by  Matt  Davenport  with  4:22  left  in  the  half. 

The  U-M  offense  responded  on  the  final  series  of  the 
half,  moving  73  yards  in  10  plays  to  set  up  Feely’s  19-yard 
field  goal  with  15  seconds  left.  The  key  play  of  the  drive 
was  Russell  Shaw’s  39-yard  catch  and  run.  It  appeared 
that  Shaw  would  score  on  the  play,  but  he  was  hauled 
down  from  behind  at  the  Wisconsin  1. 

“We  had  some  opportunities  to  put  this  game  out  of 
reach,  but  we  didn’t  come  through  when  we  needed  to,” 
Howard  said.  “If  we  get  those  kind  of  chances  next  week, 
we’re  going  to  have  to  make  them  count.” 

The  Wolverines  finished  with  486  total  yards.  Griese 
completed  19  of  26  passes  for  254  yards.  Streets  caught 
five  passes  for  108  yards,  and  Howard  ran  26  times  for  100 
yards. 


Michigan  7  9  O  10  26 
Wisconsin  0  3  7  6  16 


Michigan 

Howard  1  run  (baker  kick) 

Wi^lpn 

Streets  38  pass  from  Griese 

(2-POINT.  CONVERSION  FAILED) 

Wisconsin 

FG  Mat  Davenport  33 

Miiihigan 

FG  Feely  18 

Wisconsin 

Samuel  1  run  (davis  kick) 

Michigan 

FG  Feely  24 

Michigan 

Howard  4  run  (feely  kick) 

Wisconsin  Simmons  21  pass  from  Samuel 

(2-POINT  CONVERSION  FAILED) 


Team  Statistics  Michigan  Wisconsin 


First  downs 

25 

16 

Rushes-yards 

46-204 

41-154 

Passing  yards 

282 

81 

Sacked-yards  lost 

1-7 

3-20 

Passes 

20-27-0 

8-22-1 

Punts 

3-32.3 

5-39.4 

Penalties-yards 

5-34 

0-0 

Time  of  possession 

32:09 

27:51 

Individual  Statistics 

Rushing:  Michigan — Howard  26-100,  Floyd  6-66, 
Thomas  8-44,  Griese  6-minus  6.  Wisconsin — 
Mccullough  20-102,  Samuel  15-49,  C  Martin  2-2, 
Faulkner  4-1. 

Passing:  Michigan — Griese  19-26-0-254,  Woodson  1-1- 
0-28.  Wisconsin — Samuel  8-22-1-81. 

Receiving:  Michigan — Streets  5-108,  Shaw  4  68, 
Howard  4-38,  Woodson  3-27,  Shea  2-4,  Griese  F28, 
Thomas  T9.  Wisconsin — Hayes  3-35,  Grams  2T1, 
Simmons  1-21,  Mccullough  1-11,  Martin  l-3.Stephenson 
1-19,  Pettigrew  1-11,  Cleary  1-10. 
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es  Woodson  (2) 
cuts  upfield  through 
the  Buckeyes’  coverage 
for  a  78-yard  punt 
return  in  the  second 
quarter  that  gave 
Michigan  a  13-0  lead. 


MICHIGAN  20 

OHIO  STATE  14 


MICHIGAN  VS.  OHIO  STATE 


PASADENA-BOUND: 
MICHIGAN  TOPS  OSU 
TO  WIN  BIG  TEN 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


BY  JIM  CNOGKAERT 


ANN  ARBOR  —  On  the  opening  day  of 
summer  practice,  Michigan  coach  Lloyd 
Carr  passed  copies  of  the  1997  schedule  to 
each  of  his  players.  In  a  team  meeting,  they 
reviewed  it  game  by  game. 

“There  wasn’t  one  game  that  we  knew  we  couldn’t 
win,”  Carr  recalled.  “But  we  also  realized  there  probably 
wasn’t  one  we  couldn’t  lose.” 

The  Wolverines  decided  then  that  they  would  make 
1997  a  season  to  remember.  They  did.  In  theatrical  fashion, 
they  capped  it  Saturday  with  an  equally  memorable  20-14 
victory  against  stubborn  Ohio  State. 

The  triumph,  witnessed  by  a  record  Michigan  Stadium 
crowd  of  106,982,  gave  the  Wolverines  the  outright  Big 
Ten  championship  and  the  berth  in  the  Rose  Bowl  they  so 
badly  wanted. 

“This  was  the  kind  of  game  we  wanted,”  U-M  senior 
safety  Marcus  Ray  said.  “We  knew  it  would  come  down 
to  our  defense.  We  were  expecting  a  dogfight  like  that. 

“I  can’t  describe  the  feeling.  I’m  emotionally  out  of  it 
right  now.  This  is  my  dream  to  go  undefeated,  to  beat 
Ohio  State  at  home  and  to  go  to  the  Rose  Bowl.” 

The  victory  also  put  top-ranked  U-M  in  a  position  to 
challenge  for  the  national  championship,  which  the  pro¬ 
gram  has  not  won  since  the  1948  season. 

“I  think  Michigan  is  deserving  of  being  the  No.  1  team 
in  the  nation,”  said  OSU  coach  John  Cooper,  whose 


Above,  U-M  co-captain  Jon  Jansen  passes  out  roses  to  his  teammates  in  the  locker  room  following  their 
20-14  win,  while  Buckeye  receiver  David  Boston  gets  upended  by  U-M  cornerback  Marcus  Ray. 
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Buckeyes  finished  10-2  overall  and  whose  personal  record 
against  U-M  fell  to  2'8-l.  “They’re  an  outstanding  football 
team.  They’re  a  great  defensive  team,  and  they  comple- 
ment  their  defense  with  great  offensive  play.” 

U-M  finished  11-0  (8-0  in  the  Big  Ten)  against  a  sched- 
ule  the  NCAA  ranked  in  the  preseason  as  the  toughest  in 
the  nation.  Six  of  their  opponents,  including  four  of  the 
last  five,  were  ranked  in  the  top  25  at  the  time  the 
Woverines  played  them.  Two,  Ohio  State  and  Penn  State, 
were  rated  in  the  top  five  when  they  faced  ITM. 

“This  was  the  perfect  finish  to  a  great  season,”  U-M 
junior  alh  everything  Charles  Woodson  said  as  he  sniffed  a 
long-stem  red  rose.  “We  believed  from  the  start  of  the  sea' 
son  that  we  could  do  this.  We  made  a  goal  to  play  togeth- 
er  and  play  focused.  After  we  started  the  season  with  the 
win  (against  Colorado),  we  figured  we  had  a  chance  to 
finish  this  way.” 

Woodson  enhanced  his  chances  of  becoming  the  first 
defensive  player  to  win  the  Heisman  Trophy  by  providing 
three  of  the  key  plays  of  the  game: 

■  A  37'yard  pass  reception  that  led  to  U-M’s  first  touch 
down. 

■  A  78 -yard  TD  punt  return  that  gave  the  Wolverines  a 
13-0  halftime  lead. 

■  An  interception  in  the  end  zone  of  a  Stanley  Jackson 
pass  that  turned  away  the  first  big  Buckeye  scoring 
threat. 

In  the  end,  however,  the  defense  turned  in  one  more 
magnificent  effort  in  a  season  filled  with  them  to  keep  the 
determined  Buckeyes  from  spoiling  the  celebration. 

The  defense  scored  its  first  touchdown  of  the  season, 
and  it  proved  to  be  the  game-winner.  Andre  Weather,  the 
corner  opposite  Woodson,  scored  early  in  the  third  quar- 
ter  when  he  returned  another  errant  Jackson  pass  43 
yards  for  a  touchdown. 

Then,  with  the  U  -M  offense  spinning  its  wheel  and 
the  Buckeyes  storming  back  on  a  56'yard  touchdown  pass 
from  Joe  Germaine  to  David  Boston  and  a  2-yard  TD  run 
by  Pepe  Pearson,  the  defense  stiffened  as  it  had  done  earli 

Michigan  halfback  Anthony  Thomas  (32),  who 
had  8  receptions  for  77  yards,  juggles  this  pass  from 
Brian  Griese  along  the  sideline. 
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er  this  season  to  preserve  wins  against  Notre  Dame  and 
Iowa. 

“We  had  been  there  before,”  Ray  said.  “We  knew  we 
could  do  it  again.” 

Junior  defensive  tackle  Josh  Williams  recorded  a  tack' 
le  for  loss  that  killed  the  Buckeyes’s  last  best  scoring  drive 
midway  through  the  fourth  quarter.  Then,  on  OSU’s  final 
two  possessions,  the  Wolverines  forced  the  Buckeyes  to 
give  the  ball  right  back. 

“We  have  a  sign  over  the  entrance  to  our  defensive 
meeting  room:  ‘Defense  wins  championships,’  ”  Carr  said. 
“You  saw  today  that  that  was  completely  true.  There  were 
two  great  defenses  out  there.  Our  defense  won  the  game 
for  us.” 

The  Ohio  State  defense,  led  by  linebacker  Andy 
Katzenmoyer  and  cornerback  Antoine  Winfield,  turned 
in  a  strong  effort,  too.  The  Buckeyes  limited  U-M  to  a  sea- 
son-low  42  yards  rushing  and  189  yards  total.  The 
Wolverines  had  been  averaging  408.4  yards  per  game. 

U-M’s  offense  mustered  only  one  sustained  drive  all 
game,  but  it  resulted  in  the  first  touchdown:  a  1-yard  run 
by  freshman  Anthony  Thomas  with  6:22  remaining  in  the 
second  quarter.  The  37-yard  catch  by  Woodson  moved 
U-M  to  the  OSU  16-yard  line,  and  senior  Chris  Floyd 
rumbled  to  the  OSU  1  on  the  next  play. 

Quarterback  Brian  Griese  was  14-of-25  passing  for  147 
yards.  He  was  sacked  four  times.  Floyd  rushed  for  a  team- 
high  33  yards.  Senior  tailback  Chris  Howard  had  just 
seven  carries  before  leaving  the  game  in  the  second  quar¬ 
ter  with  an  apparent  concussion. 

The  Buckeyes  finished  with  119  yards  rushing,  with 
Pearson  picking  up  85  of  it.  Jackson  and  Germaine  were  a 
combined  9-of-26  passing  for  133  yards.  Jackson  was 
intercepted  twice.  Germaine  was  sacked  five  times. 

The  Wolverines  insisted  after  the  game  that  they  had 
reached  only  the  first  of  the  goals  they  set  for  this  season. 

“We  didn’t  just  want  to  get  to  the  Rose  Bowl,”  U-M 
senior  linebacker  Sam  Sword  said.  “We  want  to  sing  The 
Victors  in  the  Rose  Bowl.” 

Griese  added,  “Our  dream  is  not  accomplished  yet." 


The  Wolverines,  led  by  linebacker  Sam  Sword  (93),  join  Michigan  fans  in  the  victory  celebration  as  they 
leave  the  field  and  enter  the  tunnel  to  the  U-M  locker  room  after  their  memorable  win  over  Ohio  State. 
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It  took  a  pair  of  Wolverine  defenders  to  bring  down  Ohio  State  halfback  Jerry  Rudzinski  (35). 


DEFENSE 
DELIVERS 
U-M  TO  THE 
ROSE  ROWL 

BY  RICH  THOMASELLI 


ALL  YEAR  LONG,  the  University  of 

Michigan  has  looked  over  its  collective 
shoulder,  making  sure  the  defense  was 
there  —  watching  their  back,  on  guard 
against  all  the  pitfalls  a  season  can  bring. 
So  when  Ohio  State  quickly  snatched  the  momentum 
from  U-M  on  Saturday  like  the  last  piece  of  pizza  at  a  fra 
ternity  party,  the  Wolverines  looked  over  their  shoulder 
one  more  time. 

And  there,  standing  tall,  was  the  defense. 

Fittingly,  in  the  game  that  had  the  Rose  Bowl,  the 
undefeated  season  and  the  national  championship  all 
tightly  wrapped  in  one  neat,  little  package,  the  defense 
rose  to  the  occasion  in  a  20-14  victory  that  sent  the 
Wolverines  to  Pasadena. 
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Three  times  in  the  final  nine  minutes,  Michigan  shut 
down  OSU  just  when  it  appeared  the  Buckeyes  were 
rolling  to  victory,  much  to  the  relief  of  U-M  coach  Lloyd 
Carr. 

In  fact,  even  when  it  looked  like  OSU  was  blowing 
Michigan  off  the  ball  after  cutting  a  20-0  deficit  to  20-14, 
Carr  wanted  his  defense  on  the  field. 

“I  kept  saying  in  the  fourth  quarter,  ‘Let’s  just  punt  the 
ball  so  we  can  get  the  defense  out  there,’  ”  he  said.  “They 
had  us  reeling.” 

Indeed.  With  9:58  to  play,  Ohio  State  was  down  six 
points  and  had  the  ball  at  its  own  27-yard  line.  Six  con¬ 
secutive  runs  by  Pepe  Pearson  later,  OSU  suddenly  had  a 
first  down  on  the  Michigan  40  and  was  knocking  the 
Wolverines  backyard. 

But  it  only  takes  one  play,  one  surge,  to  change 
momentum.  When  the  Buckeyes  went  to  the  well  once 
more,  Pearson  was  knocked  back  for  a  5 -yard  loss  by 
U-M’s  Josh  Williams. 

“One  play  can  change  the  whole  team  strategy,” 
Michigan  safety  Marcus  Ray  said.  “When  you’re  looking 
at  second-and-4,  second-and-5,  you  can  do  a  lot  of  things. 
When  it’s  second-and  15,  things  change.” 

And  it  did.  OSU  quarterback  Joe  Germaine  threw  con¬ 
secutive  incomplete  passes  and  the  Buckeyes  punted. 

They  got  the  ball  back  again  with  4:13  to  play,  and 
Germaine  threw  an  incompletion,  Pearson  was  hit  by 
Glen  Steele  and  James  Wall  for  a  loss  of  three  yards,  and 
Germaine  was  sacked  by  Steele.  Again,  OSU  was  forced  to 
punt. 

Finally,  the  Buckeyes  got  the  ball  back  for  the  final 
time  with  1:35  to  go.  Germaine  was  sacked  by  Steele,  and 
then  threw  two  incompletions  in  his  next  three  tries. 

Game  over. 

“It  was  (a  situation)  just  like  Notre  Dame,  when  we 
had  three  turnovers  in  our  territory  and  we  had  to  come 
up  with  big  plays,”  Charles  Woodson  said.  “Today,  we 
made  big  plays.” 

Said  Ray:  “All  we  said  was,  somebody  has  to  make  a 
big  play.  We  watched  their  Rose  Bowl  drive  against 
Arizona  State  (last  season)  and  we  knew  it  was  going  to 
come  down  to  that.  Somebody  just  had  to  step  up  and 
make  a  big  play.” 


OhioState  0  0  7  7  14 


Michigan  0  13  7  0  20 

Michigan 

Thomas  1  run  (baker  kick) 

Michigan 

Woodson  78  punt  return 

(KICK  FAILED) 

Michigan 

Weathers  43  interception  return 

(FEELY  KICK) 

Ohio  State 

Boston  56  pass  from  J  Germaine 

(STULTZ  KICK) 

Ohio  State  Pearson  2  run 

(STULTZ  KICK) 


Team  Statistics 

Ohio  State 

Michigan 

First  downs 

13 

12 

Rushed-yards 

41-119 

42-42 

Passing  yards 

133 

147 

Sacked-yards lost 

5-32 

4-28 

Return  yards 

21 

144 

Passes 

9-26-2 

14-25-0 

Punts 

10-44.3 

11-36.4 

Fumbles-lost 

1-1 

4-2 

Penalties-yards 

5-36 

3-28 

Time  of  possession 

29:51 

30:09 

Individual  Statistics 

Rushing:  Ohio  State — Pearson  18-85,  Keller  8-20, 
Rudzinski  1-20,  Jackson  6-13,  Wiley  3-13,  Germaine  5- 
minus  32.  Michigan — Floyd  11-33,  Thomas  14  29, 
Howard  7-12,  Griese  10-minus  32. 

Passing:  Ohio  State — Germaine  5-17-0  84,  Jackson  4 
9-2-49.  Michigan— Griese  14-25-0-147. 

Receiving:  Ohio  State — Miller  4-52,  Boston  3-68, 
Lumpkin  1-7,  Wiley  1  6.  Michigan — Thomas  8  77, 
Howard  3-7,  Woodson  1- 37,  Tuman  1-17,  Shea  1-9. 
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A  LEGACY  OF 


(A)  Legendary  coach  Fielding  Yost,  with  All-Americans 
Bonnie  Oosterhaan  and  Benny  Friedman.  (B)  The  1902 
“Point. a. Minute”  Wolverines.  (C)  Fritz  Crisler  steered 
Tviirhigan  to  a  1948  Rose  Bowl  victory.  (D)  Student  Louis 
Elbel  wrote  Michigan’s  fight  song  in  1898.  (E)  Friedman 
and  Oosterhaan  were  U-M’s  greatest  passing  duo. 

(F)  The  Wolverines’  first  varsity  team  in  1879. 
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BY  JOHN  BOETON 

SPECIAL  TO  THE  ANN  ARBOR  NEWS 

ICHIGAN  FOOTBALL  TEAMS  have 
been  at  —  or  near  the  top  of  —  the 
top  of  the  college  football  world  for 
well  over  a  century,  sometimes  surg- 
ing  forward,  sometimes  staggering, 
but  always  returning  to  a  championship  run. 

But  the  traditionTaden  Wolverines  have  enjoyed  a 
select  array  of  special  autumns  when  the  nation  turned  its 
eyes  to  Ann  Arbor.  Those  truly  elite  teams  go  in  the  tro¬ 
phy  case  of  the  mind,  there  to  be  savored  over  and  over 
again  down  through  the  years. 

Such  seasons  began  long  before  the  famed  winged  hel¬ 
met,  crowds  of  100, 000-plus  in  the  Big  House,  or  the 
advent  of  poll  hysteria.  They  began  in  earnest  when  an 
itinerant  football  coach  from  West  Virginia  decided  to 
end  his  journey  of  one-year  coaching  stops  and  find  a 
place  to  build  a  dynasty. 

Fielding  Yost  arrived  in  Ann  Arbor  in  1901,  and  it  was¬ 
n't  as  if  he  were  starting  from  scratch.  They’d  played  orga¬ 
nized  football  at  Michigan  for  more  than  20  years,  won 
the  championship  of  the  newly  formed  Western 
Conference  three  years  earlier,  and  even  had  a  pretty 
decent  fight  song.  U-M  music  student  Louis  Elbel  penned 
The  Victors  following  the  stirring,  conference-clinching  12- 
11  win  over  Chicago  in  the  final  game  of  Michigan’s 
10-0  1898  campaign. 

But  Yost  raised  the  bar.  He  drove  the  Wolverines  onto 
a  bigger  stage,  turning  them  into  the  first  non-Ivy  League 
school  to  be  considered  national  champions.  From  1901- 
1904,  Yost’s  “Point-A-Minute”  teams  were  untouchable. 

Yost’s  nickname  was  “Hurry-Up,”  derived  from  his 
penchant  for  urging  haste  in  all  phases  of  the  game.  His 
1901  team  wasted  no  time  in  becoming  the  champions  of 
the  West  —  both  the  Western  Conference,  and  the  West 
Coast,  in  the  first-ever  Rose  Bowl. 

U-M  featured  at  running  back  the  incomparable 
Willie  Heston,  who  churned  out  more  than  5,000  yards 
and  72  touchdowns  in  his  career.  Heston  and  Neil  Snow 
scored  19  TD’s  apiece  in  the  1901  campaign,  which  culmi¬ 
nated  in  an  invitation  to  the  first-ever  New  Year’s  Day 


Yost's  1904  Wolverines  posted  a  10-0  record, 
capping  a  four-year  run  of  43  wins  and  1  loss  during 
which  they  outscored  their  opponents,  2,346  to  40. 

football  game  sponsored  by  the  Pasadena  Tournament  of 
Roses  Association. 

It  took  the  Michigan  aggregation  eight  days  to  sojourn 
across  the  country  to  arrive  in  Pasadena,  but  Yost’s  men 
made  it  worth  the  trip.  Concerned  that  80-degree  temper¬ 
atures  might  have  an  adverse  affect  on  his  cold-weather 
crew,  Yost  attempted  to  persuade  Stanford  coach  Ralph 
Fisher  to  shorten  the  scheduled  35 -minute  halves. 

Rebuffed  in  that  plea,  Yost  shortened  the  game 
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through  the  sheer  force  of  his  juggernaut.  The  Wolverines 
shredded  Stanford,  49-0,  with  Snow  earning  MVP  honors 
for  his  five  touchdowns. 

With  eight  minutes  left  in  the  game,  Fisher  trotted 
over  to  the  Michigan  bench.  His  own  petition  for  mercy 
ended  the  game,  but  not  before  Yost  made  him  squirm. 

Heston  recalled  Yost  saying,  “He  came  running  up  to 
me  and  said,  ‘Mr.  Yost,  we  will  have  to  call  off  the  game. 
We  haven’t  eleven  boys  able  to  take  the  field.’  I  said, 
‘Fisher,  we  can’t  do  that.  All  of  these  people  who  have 
bought  seats  to  see  this  game  are  entitled  to  see  two  full 
thirty-five  minute  halves.’  And  what  do  you  think  he 
replied?  ‘Well,  95  percent  of  this  crowd  are  Stanford  fans 


and  I  think  they  have  seen  enough  and  would  like  to  go 
home.’  ” 

They  did,  and  so  did  Michigan,  with  its  first  national 
championship  and  an  aggregate  score  of  550-0  on  the  sea¬ 
son.  Meanwhile,  what  would  eventually  be  known  as  the 
Rose  Bowl  retooled,  subbing  chariot  races  and  other  spec¬ 
tacles  for  football  in  the  ensuing  16  years. 

The  Wolverines  didn’t  stop  playing,  by  any  means. 
Quarterback  Harrison  S.  (Boss)  Weeks  returned  to  cap 
tain  the  1902  team,  which  again  featured  Heston  running 
wild.  He  scored  16  touchdowns  in  that  11-0  campaign, 
while  Al  Herrnstein  rolled  up  a  school  record  26  touch 
downs. 
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Ilerrnstein  set  a  single-game  record  by  crossing  the 
goal  line  seven  times  in  Michigan’s  119-0  domination  of 
Michigan  State.  He  also  scored  five  TD’s  in  an  86-0  bat¬ 
tering  of  Ohio  State  and  four  more  in  the  107-0  romp  over 
Iowa. 

U-M’s  second  consecutive  national  title  encountered 
few  serious  challenges,  although  the  Wolverines  did  slip 
past  Wisconsin,  6-0.  U-M  countered  OSU  boasts  with  an 
86-0  drubbing,  and  finished  off  a  perfect  autumn  by  over¬ 
coming  a  tough  Minnesota  squad  on  Homecoming,  23-6. 

The  Gophers  game  marked  just  one  of  two  in  which  an 
opponent  scored.  Although  Yost’s  defense  teetered  a  little 
in  that  respect,  his  offense  just  got  better.  The  season’s 
point  tally  —  644-12. 

A  crack  in  the  armor  of  the  Yostmen  appeared  the  fol¬ 
lowing  season,  1903.  After  29  straight  wins,  the  Wolverines 
failed  to  come  away  victorious  in  a  savage  struggle  at 
Minnesota.  The  teams  tied  on  that  fateful  Oct.  31st,  6-6.  It 
was  Michigan’s  only  blemish  in  an  11-0-1  season. 

The  Wolverines  left  something  behind  at  Northrup 
Field  that  day  a  cheap  water  jug,  purchased  to  ensure 
against  tampering  of  Michigan’s  water  supply  by  Gopher 
backers.  Ever  since,  Michigan  and  Minnesota  have  battled 
over  ownership  of  the  Little  Brown  jug. 

The  6-6  tie  stood  out  in  a  season  in  which  the 
Wolverines  outscored  their  other  11  opponents  559-0. 
Heston,  Weeks,  Captain  Curtis  Redden  and  a  host  of 
other  Yost  ironmen  simply  ran  over  everyone  else  in  domi¬ 
nating  fashion. 

The  men  of  Yost  would  have  within  them  one  more 
consecutive  undefeated  season,  one  more  year  of  acclaim 
as  the  finest  in  the  land. 

In  1904  they  went  10-0,  humiliating  West  Virginia, 
130-0;  belted  Ohio  State,  31-6,  and  captured  a  climactic 
Homecoming  finale  over  Chicago,  22-12. 

With  the  title  on  the  line  for  both  teams,  Chicago’s 
Walter  Eckersall  returned  a  fumble  45  yards  for  a  touch¬ 
down  to  pull  the  invaders  to  within  five  points,  17-12.  But 
the  Wolverines  responded  with  a  title- clinching  TD  drive 


Willie  Heston,  a  two-time  All-American  in  1903 
and  1904,  rushed  for  more  than  5,000  yards  and  72 
touchdowns  in  his  career  at  Michigan 
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Yost’s  Wolverines  went  U-0  in  1901,  ending  the  season  by  shutting  out  Stanford,  49-0,  in  the  first  Rose  Bowl. 


on  which  Tom  Hammond  scored  his  third  touchdown  of 
the  day.  Heston  scored  the  other,  finishing  his  remarkable 
career  right  where  he’d  begun  it  —  on  top. 

Yost  went  on  to  feature  other  teams  proclaimed  in 
some  quarters  the  finest  in  the  land.  The  1918  squad  went 
5-0,  outscoring  opponents,  96-6,  in  a  season  shortened  by 
World  War  I  and  a  nationwide  flu  epidemic.  The  1923 
Wolverines  boasted  an  8-0  mark,  crushing  opponents  by 
an  aggregate  score  of  150-12.  Both  of  those  teams  were 
named  national  champions. 

Ironically,  host’s  1925  team  —  which  he  suggested  may 
have  been  his  greatest  —  did  not  earn  a  national  title.  It 
lost  one  game,  3-2,  to  Northwestern,  in  a  driving  rain¬ 
storm  in  Chicago. 

By  1932,  U-M  found  itself  back  atop  the  college  foot¬ 
ball  world.  Led  by  former  Wolverine  star  Harry  Kipke  in 
the  coaching  role  and  an  exceptional  halfback,  Harry 
Newman,  Michigan  went  8-0  that  year. 


Kipke’s  crew  shut  out  six  opponents,  toughed  out  a 
14-7  Homecoming  win  over  Princeton,  and  finished  the 
season  with  three  hard-fought  whitewashes:  7-0  over 
Indiana,  12-0  over  Chicago  and  3-0  over  Minnesota. 

Only  a  0-0  tie  with  always  rugged  Minnesota  kept  the 
Wolverines  from  a  perfect  season  in  1934.  To  those  who 
saw  the  7-0-1  Big  Ten  champions  perform  that  year,  it  did¬ 
n’t  matter.  Outscoring  opponents,  131-18,  U-M  earned  the 
Rissman  and  Knute  Rockne  trophies  for  both  1933  and 
1934,  as  the  national  champions. 

Next  came  Fritz  Crisler,  along  with  his  historic 
winged  helmet,  and  Michigan’s  “Mad  Magicians”  of  1947, 
consistently  ranked  as  one  of  the  best  college  football 
teams  of  all  time.  Led  by  the  “Dream  Backfield”  of  Bob 
Chappuis,  Howard  Yerges,  Bump  Elliott  and  Jack 
Weisenburger,  the  Wolverines  featured  uncanny  ballhan 
dling  in  the  intricate  single-wing  offense. 

The  Wolverines  mowed  down  nine  straight  regular- 
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The  1947  Wolverines,  led  by  Bob  Chappius,  were  named  national  champions  after  winning  the  Rose  Bowl. 


2  To  1 
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Nation’s  Sport  Writers  Give 
Crisler  Team  226  Of  357  Votes; 
Twelve  Classify  Squads  ‘Even’ 

-  NEW  l -ORK  -(/P)-  The  burning  sports  question  of 
tt;e1“/~w™ch  was  the  greater  college  football  power 
n  (•  ij  C  '*an  or  Notre  Dame? — never  to  be  settled  on 
the  field,  was  answered  today  at  the  ballot  box.- It’s 
Michigan  almosftwo  to  one. 
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season  foes  in  dominating  fashion,  then  returned  to 
Pasadena  for  the  first  time  since  their  auspicious  appear- 
ance  in  1901.  The  result  —  a  49-0  romp  over  Southern  Cal, 
with  Chappuis  throwing  for  139  yards  and  rushing  for  91 
yards  on  his  way  to  MVP  honors. 

Michigan  had  been  to  Pasadena’s  Promised  Land 
twice,  and  twice  emerged  the  victors,  49-0.  Following  the 
1948  Rose  Bowl,  a  wisecracking  headline  writer  noted: 
“Michigan  Fails  To  Improve.” 

The  Wolverines  did  improve,  though.  Second  to  Notre 
Dame  in  the  final  regular-season  AP  poll,  U-M  became  the 
overwhelming  national  champion  choice  in  a  special  post- 
bowl  AP  poll. 

Crisler  stepped  down  after  that  magical  season,  and 
his  successor,  Bennie  Oosterbaan,  stepped  into  another 
national  championship  season.  The  1948  Wolverines  went 
9-0,  outscored  opponents  252-44,  and  survived  close 
encounters  with  Michigan  State  (13-7),  Illinois  (28-20) 
and  Ohio  State  (13-3)  to  capture  Michigan’s  most  recent 
national  title. 

Stars  such  as  captain  Dorn  Tomasi,  Dick  Rifenburg, 
Chuck  Ortmann,  Alvin  Wistert,  Dick  Kempthorn  and  Pete 
Elliott  were  among  those  who  could  thrust  an  index  finger 
skyward  at  season’s  end  and  enjoy  the  backing  of  the  poll. 

No  Michigan  team  has  experienced  that  sensation 
since,  despite  innumerable  near  misses.  Bump  Elliott’s 
Rose  Bowl  champion  1964  team  lost  one  game,  by  one 
point  21-20  to  Purdue,  settling  for  an  8-1  record  and 
No.  4  ranking.  Bo  Schembechler’s  1971  team  roared 
through  the  regular  season  at  11-0,  only  to  lose  a  heart¬ 
breaking  Rose  Bowl  in  the  final  minute  when  Rod 
Garcia’s  field  goal  gave  Stanford  an  upset  13-12  win. 

The  following  year,  a  crushing  10-10  tie  with  Ohio 
State  and  an  even  more  crushing  vote  of  Big  Ten  athlet¬ 
ic  directors  to  send  the  Buckeyes  to  the  Rose  Bowl  —  left 
the  Wolverines  sixth  in  the  nation  at  10-0-1.  That  was  one 
of  five  seasons  under  Schembechler  in  which  the 
Wolverines  lost  no  more  than  one  game.  His  highest- 
ranked  team,  the  1985  squad,  went  10-1-1,  losing  to  Iowa, 
12-10,  on  a  field  goal  kick  in  the  final  seconds,  and  tying 
Illinois,  3-3. 

For  Michigan,  the  search  for  perfection  continues.  Yet 
in  1997,  the  search  for  excellence  requires  no  search  at  all. 


U-M  National  Champions 

Record 

Coach 

Captain 

1901 

11-0 

Fielding  Yost 

Hugh  White 

1902 

11-0 

Fielding  Yost 

Harrison  Weeks 

1903 

11-0-1 

Fielding  Yost 

Curtis  Redden 

1904 

10-0 

Fielding  Yost 

Willie  Heston 

1918 

5-0 

Fielding  Yost 

Tad  Wieman 

1923 

8-0 

Fielding  Yost 

Harry  Kipke 

1932 

8-0 

Harry  Kipke 

Ivan  Williamson 

1933 

7-0-1 

Harry  Kipke 

Stanley  Fay 

1947 

10-0 

Fritz  Crisler 

Bruce  Hilkene 

1948 

9-0 

B.  Oosterbaan 

Dominic  Tomasi 

1997 

12-0 

Lloyd  Carr 

Eric  Mayes, 

Jon  Jansen 
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Charles  Woodson  became  the  first  defensive 
player  to  win  the  Heisman  Trophy. 


WOODSON 

WINS 

HEISMAN 

TROPHY 

EW  YORK  (AP)  —  Charles  Woodson 
came  up  with  the  interception  of  a  lifetime 
Saturday  night  —  the  Heisman  Trophy. 

Woodson,  Michigan’s  All-American  cor- 
nerback  who  also  starred  as  a  wide  receiv¬ 
er  and  punt  returner,  made  Heisman  history  as  he  became 
the  first  primary  defensive  player  to  win  college  football’s 
most  prestigious  award. 

In  one  of  the  biggest  surprises  in  the  63-year  history  of 
the  Heisman,  Woodson  won  over  Tennessee  quarterback 
Peyton  Manning,  who  had  become  the  preseason  favorite 


for  the  trophy  when  he  announced  he  was  returning  for 
his  senior  year. 

“This  will  be  with  me  the  rest  of  my  life,”  Woodson 
said  at  the  Downtown  Athletic  Club.  “I  was  sitting  in  that 
chair  and  saying  to  myself,  ‘Do  I  really  have  a  shot?’  ” 

As  Woodson  and  supporters  celebrated  in  New  York, 
a  crowd  at  Yost  Arena  also  applauded.  As  the  Michigan 
hockey  team  was  playing  Western  Michigan,  fans 
watched  the  announcement  on  a  television  set  in  the 
press  box. 

When  Woodson’s  name  was  announced,  the  people 
watching  tv  in  the  press  box  reacted  and  so  did  the  rest  of 
the  sellout  crowd  at  Yost.  The  announcement  in  New 
York  came  right  after  Matt  Herr  scored  to  give  the 
Wolverines  a  2-0  lead.  The  resulting  applause  —  not  for 
the  goal  but  Woodson  —  caused  the  officials  to  delay  the 
ensuing  faceoff  for  a  few  moments. 

The  crowd  continued  chanting  “Charles  Woodson” 
throughout  the  remainder  of  the  third  period. 

Woodson’s  dominance  in  the  Wolverines’  20-14  win 
over  Ohio  State  on  Nov.  22  may  have  been  the  Heisman 
clincher.  He  intercepted  a  pass  in  the  end  zone  to  stop  a 
Buckey  es’  scoring  threat,  caught  a  37-yard  pass  to  set  up 
Michigan’s  first  touchdown  and  then  broke  open  a  tight 
defensive  struggle  with  a  78-yard  punt  return  for  a  touch¬ 
down  —  his  fourth  TD  of  the  season. 

After  the  touchdown,  Woodson  looked  as  if  he  were 
ready  to  strike  the  Heisman,  leaning  forward  to  stiff-arm 
an  imaginary  defender,  but  he  was  swarmed  by  celebrat¬ 
ing  teammates. 

When  asked  if  he’d  like  another  shot  at  it  after  win¬ 
ning  the  Heisman,  Woodson  said  “I’d  love  to  strike  the 
pose.”  And  he  did. 

He  also  struck  a  decisive  blow  for  defense. 

“Defensive  players  can  go  out  and  play  their  games,” 
Woodson  said.  “This  has  opened  doors.” 

T he  closest  a  defensive  player  had  come  to  winning 
the  Heisman  was  in  1980,  when  Pittsburgh  defensive  end 
Hugh  Green  finished  second  behind  South  Carolina  run¬ 
ning  back  George  Rogers  in  1980. 

Since  then,  other  defensive  players  have  finished  in  the 
top  five,  including  Marvin  Jones  (fourth,  1992);  Steve 
Emtman  (fourth,  1991);  Brian  Bosworth  (fourth,  1986); 
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and  Terry  Hoage  (fifth,  1983). 

But  this  year,  the  6-foot-l,  198'pound  Woodson  came 
out  on  top  —  and  it  wasn’t  really  close. 

Woodson  beat  Manning  by  272  points,  with 
Washington  State  quarterback  Ryan  Leaf  third,  Marshall 
wide  receiver  Randy  Moss  fourth  and  Texas  running  back 
Ricky  Williams  fifth. 

Woodson  from  Fremont,  Ohio,  received  433  first-place 
votes  and  1,815  points  in  balloting  by  the  media  and  for¬ 
mer  Fleisman  winners. 

Woodson  became  the  third  Michigan  player  to  win 
the  Heisman.  Desmond  Howard  won  in  1991  and  Tom 
Harmon  won  the  award  in  1940. 


Player 

L  Charles  Woodson,  Michigan 

1st 

433 

2nd 

209 

3rd 

98 

Pts. 

1,815 

2.  Peyton  Manning,  Tennessee 

281 

263 

174 

1,543 

3.  Ryan  Leaf,  Washington  State 

70 

205 

241 

861 

4.  Randy  Moss,  Marshall 

17 

56 

90 

253 

5.  Ricky  Williams,  Texas 

4 

31 

61 

135 

6.  Curtis  Enis,  Penn  State 

3 

18 

20 

65 

7.  Tim  Dwight,  Iowa 

5 

3 

11 

32 

8.  Cade  McNown,  UCLA 

0 

7 

12 

26 

9.  Tim  Couch,  Kentucky 

0 

5 

12 

22 

10.  Amos  Zerouoe,  West  Virginia 

3 

1 

10 

21 

Tennessee  quarterback  Peyton  Manning  congratulates  Charles  Woodson  after  the  Heisman  announcement. 
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Charles  Woodson’s  heroics  in  the  Wolverines’ 
20-14  win  over  Ohio  State  wrapped  up  the  Heisman, 


BY  JIM  CNOCKAERT 

PQR.  A  PLAYER  whose  game  speaks  voh 
umes,  Michigan’s  Charles  Woodson  is  a 
remarkably  quiet  guy. 

That’s  evident  in  a  story  Fremont 
(Ohio)  Ross  High  School  assistant  coach 
Chuck  Lindsey  likes  to  tell  about  Woodson. 

“Some  Tiffin  kids  were  at  the  mall  talking  about 
Woodson,”  Lindsay  recalled.  “The  Tiffin  kids  were  asking 
if  he  was  really  that  good. 

“This  went  on  for  about  15  minutes  before  one  of  the 
Fremont  kids  said,  ‘Why  don’t  you  ask  him?’  Charles  was 
standing  there  the  whole  time.” 

U-M  teammates  say  —  and  Woodson  agrees  ■«—  that 
he  has  a  duel  personality.  There  is  Woodson  the  football 
player:  Poised,  confident  and  brash.  That  contrasts  with 
Woodson  the  college  student:  A  guy  who  jealously  guards 
his  privacy  and  his  time  with  close  friends. 

“Charles  does  not  go  out  that  much,”  roommate 
Marcus  Ray  said.  “Lie  likes  to  stay  out  of  the  public  eye. 
Usually,  we’ll  both  be  at  home  every  night.  We’re  not  into 
the  public  much.  I’m  sure  it  would  be  out  of  control  if  we 
were.” 

Woodson  does  not  go  looking  for  the  spotlight,  but  it 
continues  to  find  him.  He  is  the  team’s  most  recognized 
player,  the  resident  superstar  regarded  as  the  player  most 
responsible  for  the  Wolverines’  unbeaten  season  and  No.  1 
national  ranking. 

Already,  he  has  hauled  in  a  number  of  individual  post¬ 
season  awards  that  stamp  him  as  one  of  the  finest  players 
in  the  school’s  storied  history.  He  has  won  the  Walter 
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CHARLES  WOODSON:  THE  ARTFUL  DODOER 


Rex  Radeloff  coached  Woodson  at  Fremont  (Ohio)  Ross  High,  where  he  was  selected  as  Mr.  Ohio  Football. 


Camp  and  Heisman  Trophy  as  the  most  outstanding  play- 
er  in  the  country,  The  Chicago  Tribune’s  Silver  Football 
Award  (Big  Ten  Player  of  the  Year)  and  the  Jim  Thorpe 
Award  as  the  finest  defensive  back  in  the  country. 

Ray  says,  “If  Charles  didn’t  win  the  Heisman  Trophy,  it 
wasn’t  going  to  make  or  break  him.  He’s  a  Heisman  person 
within.  He  carries  himself  as  a  Heisman  winner.  But  I’m 
sure  he’d  rather  win  a  national  championship  than  to  say 
he  won  the  Heisman  Trophy.” 

This  helps  to  explain  why  Woodson  is  so  popular 
among  his  teammates.  He  could  tout  his  superstar  status 
while  around  them,  but  doesn’t.  He  doesn’t  need  to  be  the 
center  of  attention. 

“He  could  have  this  big  attitude  and  brag  all  the  time, 
but  that  wouldn’t  be  Charles,”  U-M  senior  Sam  Sword 


said.  “He  makes  everybody  feel  special.  Pie’s  a  great  guy  to 
be  around.” 

As  the  cavalcade  of  awards  indicates,  that’s  definitely 
true  on  the  gridiron.  Woodson  has  made  big  plays  all  sea¬ 
son  on  defense,  offense  and  special  teams.  He  is  so  highly 
regarded  that  his  teammates  voted  him  U-M’s  most  valu¬ 
able  player. 

But  his  popularity  goes  far  beyond  his  ability  to  make 
plays.  He  leads  by  example.  He  could  slack  in  practice, 
but  no  one  works  harder.  He  could  get  by  on  his  mar¬ 
velous  athletic  ability,  but  no  player  demands  more  of 
himself. 

“If  he  was  a  part  of  something,  he  wanted  to  be  the 
best  he  could  be,”  said  his  mother,  Georgia  Woodson.  “If 
he  was  running  track  he  wanted  to  be  in  the  lead.  In  base- 
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ball  he  wanted  to  hit  the  home  run.  In  basketball  he 
wanted  to  score  the  most  points.  If  it  was  something  in 
church,  if  it  was  a  speech  at  Easter  time,  it  had  to  be  the 
longest  speech.” 

He  carries  that  competitiveness  into  everything, 
whether  it  be  against  Ohio  State  in  front  of  106,000 
screaming  fans  or  in  a  game  of  Jeopardy  against  Ray  in  their 
own  apartment  living  room. 

“That’s  the  way  I’ve  always  been,"  Woodson  said.  “I 
don’t  like  to  lose  at  anything.” 

He  doesn’t  like  his  friends  to,  either.  Ray  recalls  a 
point  during  the  1995  season  when  his  play  deteriorated 
and  he  lost  his  starting  job. 

“Coach  (Lloyd)  Carr  came  to  my  hotel  room  and  asked 


what  was  happening  to  me,”  Ray  said.  “I  told  him  I  was 
going  through  some  tough  times.  He  told  me  I  needed  to 
turn  that  around,  that  I  wasn’t  being  physical  anymore, 
that  I  was  feeling  sorry  for  myself. 

“After  Coach  Carr  left,  Charles  asked  me  what  was 
wrong  with  me.  I  said  I  didn’t  think  the  coaches  liked  me. 
He  said,  ‘If  you’re  going  to  act  like  that,  you  can’t  be  my 
friend  no  more.’  You  see  his  confidence  like  that,  it’s 
unshatterable.  It  rubbed  off  on  me.” 

Woodson  and  Ray  have  been  unseparable  since. 

“We  do  a  lot  of  stuE  together,”  Ray  said.  “We  like  to 
just  talk,  mostly  about  football  and  life  in  general.  It’s  like 
he’s  my  brother.” 

Woodson  has  been  in  the  spotlight  almost  constantly 


Georgia  Woodson,  a  forklift  operator  at  a  plastics  plant,  prefers  the  No.  2  forklift  in  honor  of  her  son. 
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since  the  end  of  the  1997  season.  He  was  in  Orlando,  Fla., 
for  ESPN’s  College  Football  Awards  show,  and  then  flew  to 
New  York  for  the  Heisman  Trophy  presentation. 

However,  he  was  glad  when  the  award  presentations 
were  over  and  he  could  get  down  to  the  full-time  business 
of  preparing  to  play  Washington  State  in  the  Rose  Bowl. 

“I  have  no  sense  that  he’s  burned  out,”  Ray  explained. 
“He  can  handle  things.  It’s  been  happening  all  his  life. 

“I  think  he’s  really  enjoying  it  now,  but  maybe  he’s  a 
little  tired.  But  he  knows  what  he  has  to  do  in  terms  of 
Jan.  1.  He  does  not  want  to  win  the  Heisman  and  then  not 
perform  up  to  his  capability.” 

For  several  weeks  prior  to  the  Heisman  Trophy  pre¬ 
sentation,  Woodson  publicly  doubted  that  voters  would 
award  him  this  special  award.  Ray  said  that  Woodson 
used  this  as  an  incentive  to  keep  focused  and  motivated. 

“After  he  lost  the  Jim  Thorpe  Award  last  year,  he  told 
me  he  could  possibly  win  it  this  year,”  Ray  said.  “When 
Charles  sets  his  mind  to  do  it,  he  usually  makes  it  happen. 
He  reminded  me  about  that  the  other  day. 

“But,  you  know  what,  it  honestly  doesn’t  matter  to 
Charles  if  he  doesn’t  win  the  Fleisman.  He  knows  he’s  the 
best  person.  He’s  not  a  materialistic  person.  And  even 
though  he  won  the  Heisman  —  and  it’s  a  great  honor  for 
him.  But  more  importantly,  he’s  a  Heisman  kind  of  person.” 


FREMONT  ROSS 

HIGH  SCHOOL 


Charles  Woodson  is  celebrated  as  a  hero  in  both 


Fremont,  Ohio,  and  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan 
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MICHIGAN  21  WAS 


FOR  U-.», 
A TRULY 
PERFECT 
ENDING 


BY  RICH  THOMASELLI 

ASADENA,  Calif.  ~  The  hats  and  the 
T-shirts  were  already  made  up  and 
distributed  on  the  field  moments  after 
the  game  ended. 

Because  there  would  be  no  doubt. 

Not  here.  Not  now.  Not  after  having  come  this  far. 

Michigan,  1998  National  Champions. 

“The  boys  of  the  118th,  we  did  OK,  didn’t  we?” 
said  senior  linebacker  Eric  Mayes. 

The  boys  of  the  118th  season  of  Michigan  football 
did  more  than  OK. 

The  Wolverines  completed  their  perfect  season  on 
Thursday  with  a  21-16  victory  over:  No.  8  Washington 
State  in  the  Rose  Bowl. 

The  top-ranked  Wolverines  finished  with  a  12-0 
record,  its  best-ever,  and  put  themselves  in  position 
to  win  their  first  national,  championship  in  49  years 
when  the  polls  are  released  early  Saturday  morning. 

Michigan  is  No.  1  in  both  The  Associated  Press 
and  USA  Today/ESPN  poll.  Second-ranked  Nebraska 
is  also  undefeated  and  plays  No.  3  Tennessee  tonight 
in  the  Orange  Bowl.  No  team  rated  No.  1  going  into 
the  bowls  and  finishing  with  a  victory  has  ever  been 
unseated  at  the  top. 

Rose  Bowl  MVP  Brian  Griese  and  Coach  Lloyd 
Carr  savor  a  victory  and  the  national  championship. 
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And  U-M  coach  Lloyd  Carr  finally  let  his  feelings  be 
known  about  what  he  thinks  will  happen. 

“You  have  left  a  wonderful  legacy  for  every  team  that 
follows  you,”  Carr  told  the  players  in  the  lockerroom. 

“You  just  won  the  national  championship.” 

“I  don't  think  a  coach  anywhere  could  ask  more  of  a 
football  team  and  what  they  gave,”  Carr  said  later  at  the 
postgame  press  conference,  where  his  voice  cracked  with 
emotion.  “They  did  it  all  year  long.” 

It  was  a  hard-fought  conclusion  to  the  season,  but  it 
was  typical  of  the  resiliency  Michigan  showed  throughout 
the  fall.  The  Wolverines  fell  behind,  7- 0  and  13-7,  and  rah 
lied  behind  Rose  Bowl  MVP  Brian  Griese,  who  threw 
three  touchdown  passes  to  account  for  the  scoring. 

The  vaunted  Michigan  defense  kept  Washington 
State’s  high-scoring  offense  in  check.  Quarterback  Ryan 
Leaf  did  throw  for  331  yards,  but  he  had  just  one  scoring 
pass  and  was  harassed  and  harangued  all  day.  As  a  team, 
the  Cougars  couldn’t  solve  Michigan’s  defense  and  came 
nowhere  near  their  42  points-per-game  scoring  average. 

The  game  did  not  end  without  excitement,  or  contra- 
versy,  however. 

After  getting  the  ball  back  at  his  own  7-yard  line  with 
29  seconds  remaining,  Leaf  drove  WSU  all  the  way  to  the 
Michigan  26  with  two  seconds  to  play.  As  the  Cougars 
lined  up  for  the  snap.  Leaf  appeared  to  have  taken  the  ball 
and  spiked  it  into  the  ground  with  a  second  still  remain¬ 
ing. 

But  the  referees  didn’t  see  it  that  way,  agreeing  with 
the  clock  operator  that  time  had  expired. 

The  Wolverines  rushed  the  field  in  a  joyous  celebration, 
captured  by  the  images  of  hundreds  of  flashes  in  the  stands, 
and  later  did  a  victory  half-lap  around  the  Rose  Bowl. 

WSU  coach  Mike  Price  was  hoping  for  one  more  shot 
at  the  end  zone  and  said  he  felt  the  officials  made  a  mis¬ 
take.  But,  Price  added,  his  team  would  still  have  had  to 
line  up  and  execute  a  play. 

“They’re  the  national  champions,  no  question  about 
it,”  Price  said.  “Michigan  is  No.  1.  They’re  getting  my  vote. 
No  question  about  it.” 

Michigan’s  Tai  Streets  (86)  celebrates  a  touch¬ 
down  with  teammate  Russell  Shaw  (4). 
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‘NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONS, 
NO  QUESTION 
ABOUT  IT’ 

BY  JIM  CNOCKAERT 

PASADENA,  Calif.  —  History  stared  the 
Michigan  football  team  in  the  face 
Thursday  in  the  Rose  Bowl.  The 
Wolverines  never  blinked  and  made  some 
history  of  their  own. 

No.  1  U-M  held  off  No.  8  Washington  State,  21-16,  to 
cap  the  program’s  first  unbeaten  and  untied  season  since 
1948.  The  Wolverines  finished  12-0.  That’s  the  best  record 
in  the  long  and  storied  history  of  the  program,  and  it’s  the 
ninth  time  this  century  that  a  U'M  team  has  finished 
unbeaten. 

“I  intend  to  cherish  this  day  and  this  game  and  this 
win  and  this  team,”  U'M  senior  quarterback  Brian  Griese 
said. 

“You  have  opportunities  in  your  life,  and  this  was  one 
of  them.  Those  who  stand  out  are  the  ones  who  make  the 
most  of  those  opportunities.  Each  and  every  guy  on  this 
team  realize  that.  We  capitalized  on  our  chance  to  make 
history.” 

The  victory  is  almost  certain  to  give  U'M  its  first 
national  championship  since  that  ’48  season  and  the  Big 
Ten  Conference  its  first  such  title  in  three  decades. 

The  results  of  both  national  polls  will  not  be 
announced  until  early  Saturday  morning  following  the 
conclusion  of  tonight’s  Orange  Bowl  game  between  No.  2 
Nebraska  and  No.  3  Tennessee.  But  no  No.  1  team  that 
won  its  bowl  game  has  ever  been  denied  the  champi- 
onship. 

The  Wolverines  already  are  guaranteed  two  votes  in 
the  ESPN/USA  Today  coaches’  poll.  Both  Washington 


State  coach  Mike  Price  and  U-M  counterpart  Lloyd  Carr 
said  they  intend  to  give  their  No.  1  votes  to  the 
Wolverines. 

“No  matter  what  happens  (in  the  Orange  Bowl),  they 
are  the  No.  1  team  in  the  country,”  Price  said.  “They  made 
plays  when  they  had  to.  That’s  the  sign  of  a  champion. 
They  are  the  national  champions,  no  question  about  it.” 

The  Wolverines  triumphed  in  the  Rose  Bowl  in  the 
same  way  they  won  so  often  during  the  regular  season: 
With  tough  defense  and  opportunistic  offense.  Simply, 
once  again,  they  found  a  way  to  win. 

“These  kids  answered  every  question  that  was  put  to 
them  this  season,”  Carr  said.  “You  could  not  ask  any  more 
of  them.” 

That  was  true  of  U'M’s  defense,  which  limited  the 
high-powered  Cougars  and  quarterback  Ryan  Leaf  to  less 
than  half  of  their  season  average  (42.5  points). 

And  it  was  certainly  true  of  the  U-M  offense,  which 
struck  for  three  touchdown  passes  and  chewed  up  nearly 
all  of  the  final  seven-plus  minutes  of  the  game. 

“I  told  the  kids  this  week  that  this  was  going  to  be  a 
fourth-quarter  game,”  Carr  said.  “I  felt  that  we  had  to 
wear  them  down.  We  had  a  tremendous  possession  at  the 
end.  I  did  not  want  to  give  them  the  ball  back  with  any 
time  left.” 

Taking  over  at  their  19-yard  line  with  7:25  remaining, 
the  Wolverines  moved  51  yards  in  15  plays  to  knock  6:56 
off  the  clock.  The  Wolverines,  who  had  been  O-of-5  on 
third-down  conversions  in  the  first  half,  converted  on  four 
of  them  during  the  final  drive.  The  Cougars  got  the  ball 
back  at  their  own  7  with  29  seconds  remaining. 

“You  feel  helpless  on  the  sidelines  when  you  don’t  have 
the  football  in  your  hands,”  Leaf  said.  “Being  a  quarter¬ 
back,  you  v/ant  the  football  in  your  hands.” 

Leaf  nearly  made  the  most  of  those  final  29  seconds, 
moving  the  Cougars  77  yards  to  the  U-M  16  with  two  sec¬ 
onds  remaining.  But  time  expired  as  Leaf  spiked  a  first- 
down  pass,  setting  off  a  wild  U-M  celebration  and  leaving 
WSU  players  confused  and  frustrated. 

“Two  seconds  is  enough  time  to  spike  the  ball,  but 

Michigan’s  defense  kept  WSU’s  running  game 
under  wraps,  limiting  it  to  67  yards. 
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with  all  the  confusion  and  the  noise  of  the  crowd  I'd  hate 
to  be  in  that  situation  as  an  official,”  Leaf  said.  “We  do 
feel  we  should  have  had  a  second  left.  But  there’s  no  way  I 
want  to  take  anything  away  from  Michigan.” 

Leaf,  a  Heisman  Trophy  finalist,  came  into  the  game  as 
the  more  ballyhooed  of  the  two  quarterbacks,  and  he 
played  superbly.  He  completed  17  of  35  passes  for  331 
yards  and  one  touchdown.  He  also  threw  one  interception 

—  in  the  end  zone  to  Heisman  winner  Charles  Woodson 

—  and  it  cost  the  Cougars  a  chance  to  take  an  early  two 
touchdown  lead. 

Woodson  had  a  strong  outing,  too.  In  addition  to  the 
critical  interception,  he  delivered  a  15  -yard  punt  return 
that  set  up  U-M’s  first  touchdown  drive.  On  offense,  he 
contributed  two  huge  first  downs  that  kept  the 
Wolverines’  final  time-consuming  drive  alive. 

But  Griese  overshadowed  both  Heisman  finalists  in 
this  game.  He  was  named  the  game’s  MVP  after  complet¬ 
ing  18  of  30  passes  for  251  yards  and  three  touchdowns. 

The  first  two  TD  passes  came  on  bombs  of  53  and  58 
yards  to  junior  wide  receiver  Tai  Streets.  The  58-yarder 
was  his  longest  completion  of  the  season.  The  game-win 
ner,  a  23-yarder  to  tight  end  Jerame  Tuman  off  a  bootleg, 
was  almost  a  carbon-copy  of  the  TD  pass  that  beat  Iowa 
in  the  game  the  Wolverines  consider  to  be  the  turning 
point  of  their  season. 

“I  have  been  through  so  much  and  to  win  the  game 
and  the  national  championship  is  my  ultimate  goal  and 
the  team’s,”  Griese  said.  “I  was  happy  to  contribute  to  this 
team.  I  never  wanted  to  be  in  the  limelight  or  to  be  an  all- 
star.  I  am  glad  I  was  able  to  stay  in  the  shadow  of  Ryan 
Leaf  and  play  my  game  today.  And  today  my  game  was  on 
top.” 

And,  in  the  end,  so  were  the  Wolverines.  They  started 
the  game  by  sharing  the  field  with  members  of  the  1947 
U-M  team,  who  50  years  earlier  on  the  same  field  put  the 
finishing  touches  on  an  unbeaten  season. 

But  by  the  time  darkness  had  descended  on  the  Rose 
Bowl,  the  ’97  Wolverines  had  forged  their  own  niche  in 
U-M  history. 


Michigan's  Tai  Streets  races  toward  a  game- 
tying  touchdown  in  the  second  quarter. 
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BOSE  BOWL 


AGAIN,  U-NTS  DEFENSE 
MAKES  THE  DIFFERENCE, 
STOPPING  WSU  COLD 

BY  JIM  CNOCKAERT 


PASADENA,  Calif.  —  As  it  had  done  all  sea- 
son,  the  Michigan  defense  came  through 
one  more  time  Thursday  afternoon  to  give 
the  Wolverines  their  biggest  victory  of  the 
season:  a  21-16  triumph  against 
Washington  State  in  the  Rose  Bowl. 

What  made  this  performance  so  memorable  is  that 
U-M  did  it  against  the  sort  of  high-powered  passing 
attack  that  used  to  give  Big  Ten  teams  fits  in  this  game. 

“Michigan  definitely  played  up  to  its  potential,"  WSU 
coach  Mike  Price  said.  “Their  defense  is  consistent,  disci¬ 
plined,  responsible  and  well-coached.  They  were  every  bit 
as  good  as  advertised.” 

The  Wolverines  had  two  goals  in  taking  on 
Washington  State,  which  finished  second  in  the  nation  in 
total  offense  and  scoring  during  the  regular  season. 

First,  they  kept  WSU’s  running  game  under  wraps, 
limiting  it  to  67  yards. 

Second,  they  wanted  to  keep  WSU  All-American 
quarterback  Ryan  Leaf  under  constant  pressure.  The  tal¬ 
ented  athlete  that  he  is.  Leaf  was  able  to  throw  for  331 
yards  and  a  touchdown.  But  he  was  knocked  down  often, 
was  sacked  four  times  and  threw  a  critical  end  zone  inter¬ 
ception  in  the  second  quarter. 

“As  a  team,  we  had  to  get  pressure  on  him  and  not  let 
him  sit  back  in  the  pocket  and  pick  us  apart,”  U-M  junior 
cornerback  Charles  Woodson  said. 

Surprisingly,  the  Wolverines  opened  with  their  base  4- 

Lloyd  Carr’s  defense  stifled  Washington  State’s 
rushing  game  and  its  highly  touted  quarterback, 
Ryan  Left,  right. 
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Wash.  St. 

7 

0 

6 

3 

16 

Michigan 

0 

7 

7 

7 

21 

Wash.  St.  McKenzie  15 

pass 

from  Leaf 

(LINDELL  KICK) 


Michigan 

Streets  53  pass  from  Griese 

(FEELY  KICK) 

Wash.  St. 

Tims  14  run  (kick  blocked) 

Michigan 

Streets  58  pass  from  Griese 

(BAKER  KICK) 

Michigan  Tuman  23  pass  from  Griese 

(BAKER  KICK) 


Team  Statistics  Wash.  St.  Michigan 


Rushed-yards 

28-67 

41-128 

Passing  yards 

331 

251 

Sacks-yards  lost 

1-15 

4-28 

Passes 

17-35-1 

18-30-1 

Punts 

6-40 

6-30 

Penalties-yards 

4-43 

4-40 

Time  of  possession 

27:46 

32:14 

Individual  Statistics 

Rushing:  Washington  State — M  Black  7-24,  Gilmore 
8-20,  S  Tims  1-14,  Leaf  10-6,  Clayton  2-3.  Michigan — 
Howard  19-70,  A.Thomas  7-20,  Floyd  5-17,  Griese  7-13, 
Woodson  2  6,  C  Williams  1-2. 

Passing:  Washington  State — Leaf  17-35-1-331. 

Michigan — Griese  18-30-1-251 

Receiving:  Washington  State — C  Jackson  5-89, 
McKenzie  5-78,  McWashington  2-41,  Tims  2-9, 

N  Taylor  1-46,  Gilmore  1-42,  Jefferson  L8,  Clayton  0-18, 
Michigan — Shaw  6-49,  Streets  4-127,  Tuman  2-33, 
Lloward  2-13,  A  Thomas  1-14,  Woodson  1-7,  Campbell 
1-7,  C  Williams  1-1. 


3  defense  —  almost  as  if  they  were  telling  Washington 
State  that  they  intended  to  attack  the  wide-open  Cougars 
offense  in  their  own  good  time. 

But  the  Wolverines  didn’t  use  their  base  defense  that 

\ 

often.  They  often  used  six  defensive  backs,  going  with 
freshmen  William  Peterson  and  James  Whitley  in  nickel 
and  dime  packages.  Each  of  those  youngsters  missed  a 
shot  at  an  interceptions  during  the  game. 

What  U-M  coaches  did  effectively  was  move 
Woodson  around  in  coverage.  Most  often,  he  was  lined  up 
on  inside  receivers,  which  gave  him  the  option  of  blitzing 
or  dropping  back  into  coverage. 

“We  planned  to  throw  away  from  Woodson,”  Price 
said.  “The  trouble  with  that  is  we  didn’t  know  where  he 
was  going  to  line  up.  Michigan  does  a  great  job  of  moving 
him  around." 

For  the  most  part,  Leaf  steered  clear  of  Woodson.  Leaf 
did  make  one  mistake  in  the  second  quarter,  however, 
when  Woodson  intercepted  his  ill-advised  toss  to  the  left 
corner  of  the  end  zone.  That  ended  a  WSU  scoring  threat 
that  could  have  put  the  Cougars  up  by  10  or  14  points. 

“Actually  I  was  trying  to  throw  the  ball  out  of 
bounds,”  Leaf  said. 

“But,  when  I  rolled  to  my  left,  I  over-rotated  my  throw 
and  my  pass  wobbled.  It  was  a  mistake.  When  you  make  a 
mistake  like  that,  a  great  player  like  Charles  Woodson 
will  make  you  pay  for  it.” 

No  matter  what  formations  or  combinations  of  players 
U-M  used  Thursday,  it  all  came  down  to  making  plays.  A 
lot  of  defensive  players  got  into  the  act. 

For  instance,  senior  defensive  end  Glen  Steele  did  not 
figure  into  the  final  tackle  statistics,  but  he  was  such  a 
force  on  the  pass  rush  that  WSU  had  to  devote  more  than 
one  offensive  lineman  to  block  him.  That  helped  to  free  up 
others  for  sacks. 

“This  was  not  just  one  guy  who  made  this  happen,” 
Woodson  told  the  Rose  Bowl  crowd  following  the  game. 
“It  was  whole  bunch  of  Wolverines  who  did  the  job  in 
this  game.  It’s  a  team  game,  and  we  proved  it  again  today.” 


Heisman  Trophy  winner  Charles  Woodson  caps 
an  incredible  season  amid  hordes  of  fans  following 
the  Rose  Bowl. 
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The  National  Champion  Michigan  Wolverines’  Rose  Bowl  Roster 


No.  Player  Pos.  Hgt.  Wgfe.  Year  Elig.  Hometown  (High  School/ JC) 


95  Del  Verne,  Jeff  PK  5-11  216  So.  Fr.  Sylvania,  OH  (St.  John’s) 


12  Dreisbach,  Scott  QB  6-4  210  Sr.  Jr.  Mishawaka,  IN  (Penn) 

6  Edwards,  Manus  TB  5-8  178  So.  Fr.  Henderson,  NV  (Green  Valley) 

90  Feazell,  Juaquin  DE  6-4  275  Sr.  Jr.  Ft.  Valley,  GA  (Peach  County) 

49  Feely,Jay  PK  5-10  206  Sr.  Jr.  Odessa,  FL  (Tampa  Jesuit) 

7  Floyd,  Chris  FB  6T  231  Sr.  Sr.  Detroit,  MI  (Cooley) 

39  Ford,J.R.  RB  5-8  203  Jr.  So.  Columbus,  OFI  (Independence) 

36  Fraumann,  Bob  LB  6-3  213  Fr.  Fr.  Deerfield,  IL  (Deerfield) 

64  Frazier,  Steve  C  6-4  288  jr.  So.  Kingwood,  TX  (Kingwood) 
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APPENDIX 


No. 

Player 

Pos. 

Hgt. 

Wgt. 

Year 

Elig. 

Hometown  (High  School/ JC) 

99 

Frysinger,  Jake 

RLB 

6-4 

243 

Fr. 

Fr. 

Grosse  lie,  MI  (Grosse  lie) 

20 

Gold,  Ian 

ILB 

6-1 

205 

So. 

So. 

Belleville,  MI  (Belleville) 

14 

Griese,  Brian 

QB 

643 

207 

Sr. 

Sr. 

Miami,  FL  (Columbus) 

24 

Griffin,  James 

RB 

6-0 

180 

Fr. 

Fr. 

Deposit,  NY  (Deposit) 

56 

Hall,  James 

RLB 

6-3 

251 

Jr- 

So. 

New  Orleans,  LA  (St.  Augustine) 

41 

Hendricks,  Tommy 

CB 

6-2 

205 

So. 

So. 

Houston,  TX  (Eisenhower) 

45 

Holtry,  Jeff 

OLB 

6-3 

241 

So. 

So. 

Salt  Lake  City,  UT  West) 

8 

Howard,  Chris 

RB 

541 

215 

Sr. 

Sr. 

River  Ridge,  LA  (John  Curtis) 

53 

Huff,  Ben 

DT 

6-4 

273 

Sr. 

Sr. 

Charlotte,  NC  (Providence) 

76 

Hutchinson,  Steve 

OG 

6-5 

292 

So. 

Fr. 

Coral  Springs,  FL  (Coral  Springs) 

31 

Jackson,  Kenneth 

CB 

5-10 

190 

Jr- 

So. 

Houston,  TX  (Cypress  Creek) 

35 

Jackson,  Ray 

RB 

6-2 

207 

Fr. 

Fr. 

Indianapohs,  IN  (Lawrence  Central) 

77 

Jansen,  Jon 

OT 

6-7 

299 

Sr. 

Jr- 

Clawson,  MI  (Clawson) 

9 

Johnson,  DiAllo 

FS 

6-3 

193 

Jr- 

So. 

Detroit,  MI  (Orchard  Lake  St.  Mary’s) 

83 

Johnson,  Jerry 

WR 

6-4 

185 

So. 

Fr. 

Crowley,  LA  (Crowley) 

49 

Johnson,  Matt 

ss 

5-10 

180 

Jr- 

So. 

New  Buffalo,  MI  (New  Buffalo) 

55 

Jones,  Dhani 

ILB 

6-2 

225 

So. 

So. 

Potomac,  MD  (Winston  Churchill) 

38 

Jordan,  Anthony 

LB 

6-0 

206 

Fr. 

Fr. 

Jersey  City,  NJ  (St.  Peters  Prep) 

13 

Kapsner,  Jason 

QB 

6-6 

234 

So. 

Fr. 

Eden  Prairie,  MN  (Eden  Prairie) 

89 

Keefer,  Colby 

TE 

6-3 

237 

Sr. 

Sr. 

Holly,  MI  (Holly) 

62 

Killian,  Brodie 

OLB 

6-3 

204 

Fr. 

Fr. 

Dearborn,  MI  (Dearborn) 

85 

Knight,  Marcus 

WR 

6-1 

173 

So. 

So. 

Sylacauga,  AL  (Comer) 

3 

Kornblue,  Brandon 

PK 

5-10 

160 

Jr- 

So. 

Boca  Raton,  FL  (Boca  Raton) 

95 

Kratus,  Pat 

DT 

6-3 

271 

Jr- 

So. 

Rocky  River,  OH  (St.  Ignatius) 

62 

Malacos,  Jake 

DL 

6-2 

260 

Fr. 

Fr. 

Saginaw,  MI  (Heritage) 

25 

Manning,  Michael 

DB 

6-2 

190 

Fr. 

Fr. 

Worcester,  MA  (St.John’s) 

70 

Mast,  Ben 

OT 

6-4 

275 

Fr. 

Fr. 

Massillon,  OH  (Washington) 

26 

Mayes,  Eric 

ILB 

5-11 

226 

Sr. 

Sr. 

Kalamazoo,  MI  (Portage  Northern) 

24 

McCall,  Patrick 

RB 

5-10 

186 

Fr. 

Fr. 

Carson,  CA  (Carson) 

70 

Miller,  Jeremy 

OL/LS 

6-0 

234 

Fr. 

Fr. 

Swanton,  OH  (Toledo  St.  John’s) 

157 


No. 

Player 

Pos. 

Hgt. 

Wgt. 

Year 

Elig, 

Hometown  (High  School/JC) 

60 

Miller,  Nate 

NT 

6-3 

277 

Sr. 

Jr- 

Imlay  City,  MI  (Imlay  City) 

69 

Mossa,  Todd 

OL 

6-3 

299 

Fr. 

Fr. 

Darien,  CT  (Darien) 

97 

Ostrom,  Lance 

TE 

6-7 

257 

Sr. 

Sr. 

Plainwell,  MI  (Plainwell) 

23 

Parachek,  Scott 

WR 

64 

197 

Sr. 

Jr- 

Temperance,  MI  (Bedford) 

8 

Parini,  Ryan 

FS 

6'2 

192 

So. 

Fr. 

Grand  Rapids,  MI  (Catholic  Central) 

78 

Parker,  Noah 

OG 

6-4 

298 

Sr. 

Jr- 

Milton,  FL  (Milton) 

15 

Patmon,  DeWayne 

DB 

6'0 

176 

Fr. 

Fr. 

San  Diego,  CA  (Patrick  Henry) 

22 

Perkins,  Ethan 

RB 

5-10 

177 

Fr. 

Fr. 

Kingston,  NY  (Kingston) 

23 

Peterson,  William 

DB 

6-0 

193 

Fr. 

Fr. 

Uniontown,  PA  (Laurel  Highlands) 

45 

Petterson,  Darren 

WR 

5-10 

175 

Sr. 

Jr- 

Flint,  MI  (Carman-Ainsworth) 

71 

Potts,  Jeff 

OT 

6-7 

294 

Jr- 

So. 

Three  Rivers,  MI  (Three  Rivers) 

25 

Quinn,  Terrence 

WR 

5-10 

189 

Sr. 

Jr- 

Flint,  MI  (Northwestern) 

29 

Ray,  Marcus 

SS 

6-0 

210 

Sr. 

Jr- 

Columbus,  OH  (Eastmoor) 

58 

Renes,  Rob 

NT 

6-1 

286 

Jr- 

So. 

Holland,  MI  (West  Ottawa) 

29 

Richards,  Aaron 

WR 

5-8 

169 

Fr. 

Fr. 

Reading,  MI  (Reading) 

89 

Rose,  Gary 

DL 

6-4 

242 

Fr. 

Fr. 

Quinnesec,  MI  (Kingsford) 

40 

Rosel,  Eric 

WR 

6-3 

196 

Fr. 

Fr. 

Liberal,  KS  (Liberal) 

93 

Roth,  Chris 

FB 

5-11 

224 

So. 

Fr. 

Windsor,  ONT  (Belle  River) 

17 

Sargent,  Cory 

P 

6-3 

199 

So. 

Fr. 

South  Lyon,  MI  (South  Lyon) 

42 

Schanski,  Tate 

RB 

5-11 

202 

So. 

Perry,  MI  (Perry) 

65 

Sechler,  Andy 

OLB 

6-1 

231 

So. 

Fr. 

Union  City,  MI  (Union  City) 

96 

Seymour,  Bill 

OLB 

6-3 

235 

Fr. 

Fr. 

Granger,  IN  (Michawaka-Penn) 

4 

Shaw,  Russell 

WR 

6-0 

186 

Sr. 

Sr. 

Los  Angeles,  CA  (Locke/El  Camino  CC) 

36 

Shea,  Aaron 

TE 

6-4 

249 

Jr- 

So. 

Ottawa,  IL  (Ottawa) 

57 

Singletary,  Chris 

OLB 

6-2 

233 

Sr. 

Jr- 

Detroit,  MI  (DePorres) 

27 

Smith,  Demetrius 

FB 

6-2 

270 

Fr. 

Fr. 

Calumet  Park,  IL  (Oak  Lawn-Richards) 

16 

Smith,  Rudy 

WR 

6-3 

200 

Fr. 

Fr. 

Knoxville,  TN  (Farragut) 

99 

Smokevitch,  Jeff 

ILB 

6-0 

223 

Jr- 

So. 

Birmingham,  MI  (Seaholm) 

81 

Steele,  Glen 

DE 

6-5 

289 

Sr. 

Sr. 

Ligonier,  IN  (West  Noble) 

86 

Streets,  Tai 

WR 

6-4 

190 

Jr- 

Jr- 

Matteson,  IL  (Thornton  Township) 
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Mo. 

Player 

Pos. 

Hgt. 

Wgt. 

Year 

Elig. 

Hometown  (High  School/ JC) 

44 

Swett,  Rob 

ILB 

6'3 

239 

Sr. 

Sr. 

Chalfont,  PA  (Central  Bucks  West) 

93 

Sword,  Sam 

ILB 

6'2 

242 

Sr. 

Jr- 

Saginaw,  MI  (Arthur  Hill) 

73 

Tannous,  Paul 

OT 

6-5 

289 

So. 

Fr. 

Houston,  TX  (Cypress  Creek) 

28 

Taylor,  Daydrion 

FS 

6'0 

197 

Jr- 

Jr- 

Longview,  TX  (Longview) 

32 

Thomas,  Anthony 

RB 

6'2 

229 

Fr. 

Fr. 

Winnfield,  LA  (Winnfield) 

84 

Thompson,  Shawn 

TE 

6-4 

227 

Fr. 

Fr. 

Saginaw,  MI  (Nouvel) 

80 

Tuman,  Jerame 

TE 

6'5 

249 

Sr. 

Jr- 

Liberal,  KS  (Liberal) 

38 

Vinson,  Jason 

P 

642 

191 

Sr. 

Jr- 

Troy,  MI  (Troy) 

63 

Warner,  Eric 

OG 

6'5 

270 

So. 

Fr. 

Brighton,  MI  (Brighton) 

16 

Washington,  Brent 

FS 

6-0 

191 

Jr- 

So. 

Inskter,  MI  (John  Glenn) 

30 

Weathers,  Andre 

CB 

6-1 

188 

Sr. 

Jr- 

Flint,  MI  (Central) 

19 

West,  Jonathan 

CB 

5-11 

192 

Fr. 

Fr. 

Centerline,  MI  (Warren-Lincoln) 

5 

Whitley,  James 

CB 

5-11 

185 

Fr. 

Fr. 

Norfolk,  VA  (Norview) 

33 

Williams,  Clarence 

RB 

5'9 

185 

Jr- 

Jr- 

Detroit,  MI  (Cass  Tech) 

15 

Williams,  Dan 

QB 

6'0 

181 

So. 

Fr. 

Temperance,  MI  (Bedford) 

91 

Williams,  Josh 

DT 

6-3 

271 

Jr- 

So. 

Houston,  TX  (Cypress  Creek) 

54 

Williams,  Maurice 

DE 

645 

281 

Fr. 

Fr. 

Detroit,  MI  (Pershing) 

94 

Wilson,  Eric 

NT 

6-4 

271 

So. 

Fr. 

Monroe,  MI  (Monroe) 

2 

Woodson,  Charles 

CB 

6-T 

198 

Jr- 

Jr- 

Fremont,  OH  (Ross) 

19 

Wright,  Aaron 

WR 

6'0 

174 

So. 

Fr. 

Highland  Village,  TX  (Marcus) 

72 

Young,  Cyle 

NT 

5-11 

244 

Fr. 

Fr. 

Springfield,  OH  (Shawnee) 

52 

Ziemann,  Chris 

OT 

6-7 

283 

Jr- 

So. 

Aurora,  IL  (Waubonsie  Valley) 

The  Coaching  Staff 

Head  Coach:  Lloyd  Carr  (third  year  as  Michigan  Head  Coach,  28-8  entering  this  season) 

Assistant  Coaches:  Vance  Bedford  (defensive  secondary),  Erik  Campbell  (wide  receivers),  Mike  DeBord  (offensive 
coordinator/tackles  and  tight  ends),  Jim  Herrmann  (defensive  coordinator/linebackers),  Brady  Hoke  (defensive  line), 
Fred  Jackson  (assistant  head  coach/offensive  backfield),  Terry  Malone  (interior  line),  Bobby  Morrison  (special 
teams/recruiting  coordinator),  Stan  Parrish  (quarterbacks),  Rick  Clark  (graduate  assistant/defense),  Harold  Goodwin 
(graduate  assistant/offense). 
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LEISA  THOMPSON 


Hail!  to  the  victors  valiant 

HaU!  to  the  conqu’ring  heroes 

Hail!  Hail!  to  Michigan, 


the  Champions  of  the  West! 


CONTINUED  FROM  FRONT  FLAP 

Wolverines  took  out  their  frustrations 
on  Northwestern  for  the  Maize  and 
Blue’s  crushing  losses  the  past  two 
seasons  to  the  Wildcats  with  a  23-6 
win.  Lloyd  Carr’s  “miracle  boys”  then 
staged  a  pair  of  wild  rallies  to  defeat 
Iowa,  28-24,  and  Michigan  State,  23-7. 

After  manhandling  Minnesota,  24-3, 
the  No.  4-ranked  Wolverines  gave  a 
Joe  Paterno-coached  Penn  State  team, 
who  was  ranked  No.  2  in  the  country, 
its  worst  loss  ever,  34-8.  Michigan 
then  bullied  Wisconsin,  26-16,  and 
won  a  backyard  brawl  with  No.  4- 
ranked  rival  Ohio  State. 

Charles  Woodson,  who  is  perhaps 
the  greatest  two-way  player  in  the  last 
35  years  of  college  football,  then 
capped  a  glorious  season  by  winning 
the  Heisman  and  Walter  Camp  tro¬ 
phies,  which  are  given  annually  to  the 
most  outstanding  player  in  the  country. 

Finally,  in  Pasadena,  Michigan 
enjoyed  their  day  in  the  sun  and 
defeated  No.  8  Washington  State,  21-16. 

The  Road  to  No.  1  is  the  inside  story  of 
Lloyd  Carr’s  unforgettable  1997 
Michigan  Wolverines  and  their 
amazing  march  toward  destiny  as 
chronicled  by  The  Ann  Arbor  News’ 
award-winning  sports  and  photo  staffs. 

It  is  a  story  filled  with  thrills,  hard' 
fought  battles,  glorious  comebacks 
and  autumn  Saturdays  that  will  be 
etched  in  the  memories  of  U-M  fans 
and  history  books  for  many  years 
to  come. 
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